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JL HE work, af which the fourth and 

fifth volumes are no\V publiflied, was fold 

to Mr, Samp/on Low more than three 

years fincei and the firft three boolcs 
were publiflied in OSobery 1800. A few 

months afterwards, Mr. L^w.died; and 
\ his executors thought it acjvifeablc to fdl 
fuch part of his effcds as confifted of 
copy-right, by auflion. Among the pro- 
perty thus difpofed of was the re^ 
mainder^ of the imprcfliOn of three 
▼olumcs vOf the " Letters of a Sa^ 
litary ff^anderer/* and his purchafe of 
two manufcript volumes, for which I 
bad been paid. It happened, that of 
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tFicfe five volumes of ihc fame work, the 
three volunnes already publifli^d were 
bought by Meflrs^ Crojhy and Letterman ; 
and the two others by Mcflrs. Longman 
and Rees. This occafions the book to 
appear under vei^aukward circumftances; 
and has prevented my condgding \t, at 
leafl: ^t prefent, according to my original 
,;^recmeQt with Mr. Loy), which wiis^ to 
fvrf)iAi him with fix volumes. The con* 
clufion of the work mufl: now depend on 
my health and leifure. Had the book 
^htttk of another defcription^ and contain- 
ed only a fingle narrative, I muft have 
completed it^ As it is, the ftory of the 
7S§luary Wandfrer himfelf remains to be 
told \ but the want of it does not afFe6t 
any of the narratives except the laft ;.and 
I have written much of it a fecond 
time, to difentangle it, as far as I could, 
iioxsi that which would have clofed the 

work. 
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work^ had it now been finlflied accord* 
ing to my firft dtfign, and with' which I 
intended to connedl it. 

Since I have written for the prefs (how 
about thirteen years) .1 have very feidoni 
had- occaQon to nanie the ftriftures 
which t^.ie nnonthly pamphlefs, <^allcd Re* 
views, have palled on nny writing. Far 
from complaining of them^ I have fome*:* 
thnes thought that praifc has been too in- 
dFfcriminately beftowedi and where errors 
have been candidly pointed out, I have 
been- grateful for the correction, and very 
fincerely endeavoured to take advantage 
of juft and well-founded criticrfor. 

But a Hyle of aninoadverHon has ob- 
tained within thefe laft ftven or eight years, 
fubverfive of »11 the purpofcs for which 
thefe pamphlets are profefledfy publifhecf. 
The gentlemen — or ladies— -(for I believe 
novels arc often left to the latter,) 

now 
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BOW very frequently transfer their remartt 
from the books they undertake to eriti- 
cife, to the privat? hiftory of the authors ; 
they do not teH the public why the work 
they arc reviewing is good or Jbadf but 
ihey take vpon them to fay how they 
fuppofe the writers have eondvded them* 
felves in domcftie life, and how thcfr writ* 
ings are by thofe ckcumftances in0u^' 
encedi which is nothing to the purpqfe^. 
and proves only that fucb^/ iifant cri^ 

• 

fics are not qualified, either by liberality 
of mind^ or literary knowledge^ for the 
taflc they pretend to execute. 

Amoj^^ other invidious remarks of this, 
kind it is obfervcd, by one of thefe critics, 
ihat " Mrs. Smith is too Tohd of repre* 
fenting the diftreffes of middle-'aged /^- 
die^i and has given the fame chara(fler9 
under different nameSj in almod all her 
novels.'* 

. I never 



I acver imagined, till I read this jucfi** 
cious criticifm^ that ao intereft could be^ 
cxoitcd but by love ftories that relate ta 
girls of fifteen t and as to the refemblance 
they thus pretend to find between certain 
chara&ers in different booksj as all al* 
hiding to one perfon, what right have 
they to fay it ? Surely no invpartiai 
reader witt. judge in this manner, or 
imagine I could be guilty of fuch foolifli 
egotifm as to reprcfent myfelf xinder thefe 
diflferent characters, and under circum*^ 
ftances which, in no (ingle inftance, bear 
any relation to my private lifej except 
only that one of thofe characters fufFers^ 
from the artifices of worthlefs men of a 
certain profeffion: to which . profefliop, 
perhaps, the reviewers of this article 
might originally belong. I venture to af- 
fert that fuch refleftions as thefe » have 
nothing to dp with found criticifm ; and 



tfiat to call Aem fo is an ihfdt to the 
•fttlingy, as wdl a& to the taftc of tha 
pobiic. 

The confcquence of this abufe of th« 
dtfign of Reviews is^ that thefe monthly 
oracles arc, for the mod part^ coniidered 
as the mere vehicles of political animo* 
fity, written by the humblefi* retainers of 
party. And" if in certain d^artments 
fome learning and integrity, are ftill founds 
others are filled by per(bns who have 
frothing but their malignity to fupply the 
want of thofe qualifications, and who, nei- 
ther by natural talent or acquired informa- 
fiion, are adequate to th9 talk ofcorreftiog 

the advertifemcnts of a country newf- 
paper. 

CHARLOTTE SMITH.. 

Feb. J, i8o2» 
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iVlAN¥ weeks have clapfed, my dear 
Harryi fincc my laft letter, was writtciu 
Yet I doubt whether you have yet re- 
ceived it. I hav<e fince its date traverfed 
a very great extent of country j much o£ 
it the fame that we ence pafled together, 
when life was opening to my fanguine 
view, and prefented fcencs of ideal happi- 
nefs never to be realized. I refcrve for 
our converfation the remarks I made dur* 
iiig my (hort (lay at Paris j for even be- 
fore I laft took leave of you, you were 
not only fatiatcd but fatigued by the vari- 
ous and contradidory accounts that had 
been publifhcd of the progrcfs of the re- 
volution and the ftate of France ; and I 
Vol, IV. B remembct 
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rciiiember wc regretted together, that u 
was not always pofliblc to find refuge in 
incredulity for our outraged feelings and 
baffled fpeculations; in incredulity, which 
fometimcs we had indulged, from the cer- 
tainty, that every circumftance in fuch an 
event would be by certain perfons diftort- 
cd and mifreprefcnted, andfome of whom 
I really believe would have becnOcfs 
pleafcd if they had found lefs ground for 
cJeclatnation againft what no integrity of 
praflice would have laved from their ab- 
horrence of its principle. 
, Yet how fhall I talk of my journey 
from Paris to Lifle, arid from thence, by 
the ufual route, to the north of Germany ; 
how (hall I tell of the events of'a finiile 
day, without bringing into my detail the 
horrors inflidcd by the fiend of war; 
throligh the feat of his ravagc^s I paffcd, 
and, though two years have fince elapfed, 
his dreadful footfteps are flill marked by 
defolation. 

I remember when I was a boy, I might 

* . - , almoft 
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aimoft fay atl infant, for it is at^ong my 
firft reeoUedlions, an acquaintance of, .my 
fathcr^jftn old Saxon gentleman, who witb 
the gari'ulity of age, yet with animatioo fel- 
(Joni feen at that period of lifc,once related, 
in;piy pricfence, what he faw and fuffer-ed at 
Prefdcn in the year 1750, whc% the, great 
Frederic of Prufiia, made himfelf mailer 
of that unfortunate city. The Saxon dc- 
fcribed the fire and the carnage as it 
afFeftcd the generality of the inhabitants i 
then more minutely his own misfortunes^ 
HisA wife was killed by the burfting 
of a bomb, juft as (he had delivered to 
him her infant daughter, and they were 
attempting fo reach a quarter of the 
town, \where they hoped to.fin^ n^oT^ fc- 
curity. I had at that time very liuJe idea^ 
of what was a cannon^ and wh^^t was a 
bombj yc;t when I faw the tears flowly 
ftcal down the withered chec|^s of this 
refpedable old man, and ivearc^ him de- 
fcribe how, lame and l^eedir^g as he w^. 
ovcrcqmc.with anguifh^both of the body 

B 1 and 
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and tti^ tti4nd, he cfcapcd; ht knew not 
how, among the bod ks of the dying* and 
the dead, amid falling buildings, and Bre 
which fcemcd to purfue hrm; while his 
little girl clung flirieking to bis bofom, 
and called for her mother ; iht inapfcflion' 
the ftory made upon niie, .time has never 
erafed ; and when I have lately fech vef- 
tiges of the fame horrible fcourge, that 
narrative has returned to my recolleftionV 
in as mournful colours as when it was 
firft reprefentedi a thoufand, a millibh of 
equal or greater mifcries, now inflicted on 
mankind, fcem to throw a veil of darkncfs 
over the face of nature, and I Ihudder " at 
the madncfs of mankind/* 

X)ne of the confcquences of all that ha« 
happened, is, there is no longer any ftcu- 
rity in travelling ; and 1 am not only 

« 

obliged to fhew tny paffporr, and have it 
renewed at every confiderable town, but 
am aflured,- that as 1 advance farther to- 
wards Vienna, and among the extcnfive 
forcfts of Germany, I fliall incur the rHk 
■ of 
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of meeting with very difagrccable adven- 
tures. There are, I am told, defertcrs of 
all nations, or men driven to defpair by 
the lofs of their property, and the cruel 
ehange that they have experienced from 
affluence to penury 5 who, afoer two or 
three campaigns, finding their expcftations 
faded away, and their caufe hopelefs, have 
aflbciated as frce-bootcrs, to prey and re- 
venge themfclves on a community, for 
which they have made fo many facrifices 
in vain, Thcfe bands of defperate and 
uohappy outcafts are defcribcd as being 
more ferocious than the Tartars of the 
dcfertj and I am menaced with certain 
deftru6lion if I put myfelf in their way— 
I (hall venture it hevcrchelefs ; having 
learned from long obfervation, that thefc 
terrific (lories are almoft always greatly 
exaggerated, and often entirely without 
foundation. I (hall be robbed mighty 
quietly of the very little of any value that 
I (hall have about me ; and 1 will not be- 
Kcvc, that men, who though unfortunate 

B J -wv^ 



and mifguided, arc brave, will murder mc 
in cold blood. Now, were you fitting by 
me I fhould Uftcn with great deference, 
to a very juft diflinftion between courage 
and raflinefs. But I would in return afk 
you, what would be your opinion of a 
man who fhould be deterred by fuch fears 
from a journey it was neceflkry for him to 
take ^ You will however fay, it is not 
neceflary for mc to crofs Germany at this 
time—not prccifely ncGeilary j but when 
cnce->I defirc to do a thing, ^nd have 
found reafons why I ought to do it, I hajte 
to turn afide for every objeftion' that may 
be made, where my own fafety is alone 
at (lake, for which you know I am ac- 
countable to nobody; unfortunately for 
myfclf, 1 fqmetimes think, and yet 1 have 
feen many who envied me the folitary 
freedom I enjoy, by having no kindred i 
and I do very' much fear, that if the true 
hiftory of all the large families in England, 

or in any other country, could be known, 
many individuals' would be found who had 

reafon 
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rcafon enough to envy mc. How often 
do wc fee a lovely dejeftcd girl of whom, 
when you enquire the caufe that feems to 
have blighted her youth, you hear, " Oh, 
flie is a very good girl, and would have 
married extreoicly well, but (he hai a 
brother who has ruined her by diflipating 
the fortune tliat wasentrufted to his care, 

and has fo difgraced his family, and no 
one is willing to form a connexion with 
his fider, all-deferving as (he is." 

Sometimes, but lefs frequently, you fee 
a brother (hunning fociety and wading his 
youth in anxiety for the errors or the for^ 
rows of a fitter. Parents are aitcn driven 
to a premature grave by the Iqfs, or what 
is more bitter^ the til condu6t^nd ingrati^ 
rude of the children, xo raife whom tlic 
early part of their lives have Been devot* 
cdi and children are as often facriBced 
before they are capable of reafoning, tq 
the convenience or ambition of theiir pa- 
rents. But am I, (hall I ever, be happy,, 
or even content, thus "joy lefs, lovelefs, 

B .% unin- 
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UQindearcd ?'* Oh! no, never! 1 can 
parry now the fenfe of that dreary vacuityy 
which the moft'crucldifappointments have 
occafioned in my hearti but how (hall I 
do when the hour comes, as come it may> 
that I fhall be confined to a great chair, 
*^ fans eyes, fans tafte, fans ears, fans every 
thing ?'* Perhaps, however, I may even 
then fare as well, as many good old fathers 
of families, who, in addition to perfonal 
infirmities, are fretting over the follies or 
drooping in filent defpondence, at the 
negledl: of their children^— I am now tra- 
velling among the fiflcft fcenery on the 
banks of the Rhine ; and though I have 
been, you know, the fame road before, I 
am ffruck with bold features of a country 
io different from England. If hbwevcrj^ 
the works of God afFeft me with awcj^ 
and make me feel my exiftence, I am 
mortified and humbled enough when I 
contemplate the dcvaftations of the fpoiler 
fnan, and fee him bufied only in works of 
dtftruftion— . % 

- ' « Blood! 
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•'Blood! blood! blood! 
^ ** Merciful heaven, nothing but Uood." . 

I fee whole tribes, whole nations of 
human beings, who feem to have come 
into life for no other purpofe, to have 
been reared and trained to nojother en4 
than to be cut off in the ffowex of their 
ftrength and youth, in attempting to de- 
ftroy others J vidlims like themfelves of— 
what am I to call it ? But I ought not to 
. forget, that, before I left England, who 
ever ventured to cxpreft an abhorrence of 
war, was called by very hard names; and 
even their religious principles brought in 
qucftion by^ thofe, whofc profcffion it is 
to preach and promote peace: Strange 
that party (hould fo pervert 'the uTider^ 
(landing, and make men guilty of fucfi 
abfurdkies! To wi(h for peace, to dellrc 
that the waffe of life may ceafc, and Ibffcr- 
ing humanity feel no longer the fcourgc 
of war, and Its certain confcquenc^s, con- 
tagi9n and famine, is to be an Atheift, a 
Jacobin, I know npt what ! . 

B5 SucW 
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Such might furcly be anfwcVed, as La 
Motte Ic Vaycr anfwcred an hypocrite, 
yfho reproached him with irrcligion^— 
^^ Mon ami j*>ai tant de religion quit je nq 
fuis pas dc ta religion */' 

This is a digrcffion which might cafily 
be accounted for by the ioncatination of 
ideasj fo learnedly infiftcd upon by a cer- 
tain female friend of ours i for 1 have fo 
recently travelled through the fields of 
death, and fcen depopulated villages, and 
a country not yet recovered from the 
fcourge which has pafled over it, that mf 
foul recoils from the rccolledlion, which 
however returns in dcfpite of my defire 
to drivt it from my mind, and rftingle^ 
itfelf with my refleftions, which way fo- 
ever I turn them. 

♦' J will go fleep"- — and to-tnorrow 
perhaps the iiin nwy Ihine, axircumftancc 

: ' • . ■ . .^ • , ! ■ . • " ' ■ . i - • . ' 

• J Is ignorent, ces pauvres gem, xjue le vrai reli* 

giOD, la' yrai piete, la vrai fageiTp, eft cj'adorer Dieu 

comme lePere commun'de toas ies hommes iaas 

' >. •• t 

difliiidion, et d'etre bienfefant. (Voltaire.) 

. ' : .i on 
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on which you hive fomecimes told me 
much of my good humour depended. It 
rs true that I am, as Pope exprcfles him- 
felf, extremely ^/I»3^i&mrii4 and difpofei 
to allow, sthat the world is rather more: 
tolerable on a fine day than when the great 
luminary is concealed from our fight; but 
this is a mere pliyfical afFi^dlion*. Alas! 
what can the fun now (hew me that can' 
give me plcafure> unlcfs indeed it be a 
letter from you, to tell me you and the- 
few friends I yet love and efteem in Eng^ 
land, arewclK 

I am now proceeding towards Vienna' 
m piy ufual idle way, ftayihg fomctimc^ 
two or three days in a place without any^ 
particular reafon, but to wander round a^ 
country without much to recommend if 
bur its novelty; or in confequcnce of 
meeting with fome other wanderer, who* 
has as little pleafantto do, and as- muchi 
unplealant to think of as V have. 

I know not when I (hail write to you* 
dgdin s perhaps not till I get to Vienna,, 

B6 or 
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or Prague, or Buck. Nay, it is not im^ 
polTible but that you may receive a miP- 
five from Conftantinople, and that then I ' 
fliall take a tour to the Archipelago ^ 
and fend you an account of Greek beau- 
ties-*— Que fcais je I 
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W ELL ! I have now fomcthing to re* 
late that may intcreft you. I defpaired of 
meeting with much of novelty to write 
abouty for you had feen German towns^ 
and had been taught patience by German* 
poRillions, and murmured at German inns ; 
and as to pictures and trinkets, I know 
you are better acquainted with the firft 
than I am, and would not give a finglc 
(hilling to have all the others that the- 
moft tafifful colleftions contain. Without 
farther preface I muft call upon your ima- 
gination to affift me, or my defcriptivc 
powers will be feverely taxed, in my woods 
and windings.. 

A mountainoua country would look bet- 
ter on paper; plains. are not half fo wclU 
One can neither wind up nor down pre- 

8 f cigvc^^^ 
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cipices, and there Ts not a rock to be had 
(juft now I mean) under which banditti 
fhould lurk, or be cxpedled to lurk*^ 
However, it unfortunately happens, that 
ygu know the country, and I Ipvc to ad- 
here to truth, therefore I muft content 
myfclf with varying my forefts as well as 
I can J for I am goin^g to tell you of what 
fell out in the woods and waftes of Weft- 
phalia. Liften I 

Banditti, you know, I was ti^ught to cx- 
pc£l"» " Well,, my friends," thought I, as 
I fat filently in a ftrong travelling chaife I 
purehafed of an Engliihnian aiBruflrels,^and 
Arnold was faft aflcep in the other corner, 
" Well, Meflicurs, I am in fearch of Ibme- 
thing newj and it has fo happened, that 
though I have travelled through mod of 
the countries in Europe, at all hours, and 
almoft in all, modes, I never did chance to 
meet with any of your fraternity i I mean 
of thofe who openly attack the traveller's 
purfc J for as to others of a different de- 
fcription^ who under various pretenres do 

the 
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the fame thiqg, ye* j^rc^ reckoned mighty 
good fort of peppk, | have no reafdp to 
complain of any want of experience as to 
their venous extradling powers. And I 
proteft^ fo much have 1 fufFered from cer- 
tain among thefe /bandit travefti^ both in 
pence and patience, that I had much rather 
meet with a ftout fellow who tells me his 
purppfe in a n)anner more concife than 
courteous, and puts his life on the hazard/* - 

Thys communing wjch myfclf, paflfed 
Ion. It would have been' lighter, as the 
hour did not exceed four in the qvening, 
if the weather had not been gloomy, and 
the woods very thick ; and we might have 
proceeded quicker, if tl>e roads had not 
been cxccrabje, and the poftillion a Ger- 
man. Slowly, (lowly, therefore, nioved 
the vehicle ; and I had fettled the matter 
about the robbers, of the foreft, and was 
thinking of fomcthing clfe, when the 
flpuds* breaking away in the weft, a 
^r^^t gleans of the <;leclifufig fim glan- 
ced jifi^opg -^[^..Q^ks ;^i>d firs> pn the 

■<iflH:-^ fide 
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fide of the road J and I fancied I fawthr 
glitter of a tnnlket, or fomc kind of fire 
armsi but it difappcarcd, and I forgot in 
five minutes that I had fecn or imagined 
it. . The fun was funk, and' darkncfs was 
haftcning to conceal the ftrong lines of the 
boles of trees, and the. undulating flow of 
their boughs, when — I was roufcd from 
my reverie by the word, alte T and an un^ 
defcribable noife uttered by the driver; 
fomcthing between a fcream and a halloo. 
He flopped, however J and I. thought that 
my experience in the modes of thieves 
of the undifguifed fort,: was now likely tO- 
begin. 

I faw thpee men well mounted; two 
were dreflcd in the grey Huflar uniform, 
with helmet caps, and immenfe whilkers, 
or muftachios. The third' was in greeny 
and feemcd the principal j each had a fhort 
carbine flung in his belt, and each in his 
right hand grafped a fabre. The troop 
^o captured the nephew of Gil Perez on 
his way to Salamanca, wcrt hot more for- 
midable.. 
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midable. One of thefe fiefcc fellows rode 
op to the door of my chaife, and defired 
me in German, not as I cxpcftcd, to give 
them my money, but to tell them who I 
was, who 1 had with me, and from whence 
I came ? 

I anfwered them as well as I couSKn 
the fame language, that though I did not 
very clearly comprehend by what right 
they queftioned me, yet as it was never 
my way to make a myftery of a matter of 
no importance, they were to learn that I ' 
was. an EngUQiman travelling for my 
amufefnenti that I came from Bruflels^ 
and was going to Vienna through Han- 
over, and was accompanied only by my 
fervan{ y *^ and now Mefficurs,** added T^ 
^ if your curioffty is appcafed, I (hould 
be glad to be allowed to proceed, for 
d'arknefs in thefe roads is rather to be 
avoided/* They fpoke a moment to each 
others and him among them wh) I took 
for the fuperior, for his face, figure, and 
air, gave him Very much the look of a 
' ~ gentleman. 
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gentleman, laid his hand on the door of 

the chaife., ** Excufe me, Sir," faid he, 

'** it is not mere curiofity that urges me to 

* give you. farther trouble i nor do Imcan 
Xo doubt what you f^y— I am confcious 
how fingukr and impertinent my curiofity 
Xn^y appear, but give me leave to afk you 
if you have lately left England ? If you arc 
Soon returning thither ? ^* Truly, Sir," re- 
plied I, " thefc are interrogatories which I 

" -have not been much ufcd toanfwcr, How» 
ever, I will fatisfy you— I go to Vienna 
nierejy for change— I came from France 
vfhkh^r an accideiit carried me/ not at all 
with my own . inclination." 

Wc excJ^anged half a dozen fcntcnc^s 
of this kindr-I fpokc familiarly to the 
young ftranger, whofe voic^ and^ manner 
j^ppearcd to mc to be particularly intcrcft^ 
iagi at length, as if fome thought had 
foddenly ftruck hiqi, he afked me whether 
J would give him leave to wait on me at 
the inn where I flioold pafs the night ? 
Though fame what furprifed at this re- 
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qucft, I anfwere^l, that I (hould be glad to 
lee him ; for without being able to guefs 
what my jiew acq.iiaintance was, I thought 
it certain he was »^/, what I had' on his 
firfl: acceding me, imagined,! 

** Since you are fo obliging, Sir/* faid 
he, ** as to grant a ftranger this pcrnHflion^ 
a llranger too who muft appear in no ad- 
vantageous light, I nauft requeft you to 
9II0W me to be your efcort through tbU 
pais, which is notjuft now very lafc fpr 
travellers.'^ To this propofal I aflfented, 
alTaring tyrn^ however, that, as I travelled 
with vef y little monf^y, and had no per^ 
fbnal fear,: it .was trouble I fhetild be un« 
willing he fhould take on my accoqnt; 
He faid fomething civil> and we proceed* 
ed together with gr^at gravity. . ^ * 

Arnold, who is a very hone ft fellow, 
ajid by no means a coward, hais been lb 
much in habits of remaining a quiet fpec- 
tator of every fcene which his following 
me may lead him into, that he gave no 
other fign 0/ having been awakened from 

iiis 
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his nap than crying hem ! hem ! two or 
ihrce times. On my laying, ** Well, wc 
have got a good guard however, through 
the reft of this dreary road/' he ventured to 
remark, that fuch an addrefe as this young 
nian*s, in fuch a placc^ was very extraor- 
dinary. ** I am fure. Sir,*' faid he, when 
all of a fudden as I was half afleep I heard 
them flop the paftilIios)> and: had a 
gUmpfc of them from the window riding 
up fo (harp, I thought certainly thefe were 
fome of the free-booters, that they told 
me fo much of at the inn yonder* , *^ And 
when yoii thought fo, were you frightenedv 
Arnold ?;^— *^ Frightened, Sir I ; No': 1 
hope not much frightened ; but' I was 
thinking, that in fuch a terrible country 
as this, for to be fure. Sir, it is a very bad 
.^ountry, a man might Hand a chance of 
being robbed , and murdered^ and nobody 
be able to give^the leaft gucfs in the world 
what had bccogie of hi-m.*^* . 
, *^ But is the fecrecy, all that made 
tjiis kind pf exit particularly difagree- 
' , able I 



-SOLITARy WANDERER. 21 

able ? As to being robbed and mur- 
dered, you know that may happen in our 
own dear country ,-if we (hould venture a 
little too late, or a little too early, over 
Einchlcy Common or Kingfton Heath; 
and for my own part, Arnold^ I f^e no 
great confolation that would accrue from 
imagining that paragraphs would be in 
the papers for a fortnight, and my friends. 
go about to cell each other what zfl)ocking 
'thing had happened, and then go to the 
play or the card table, and think no more 
about it/' " Ah ! Sir, that may be very 
true perhaps," replied my man, "but furely 
one has Jome friends who would be really 
forry ; 1 am fure my poor old mother and 
my fiftcr would be much more unhappy 
for me,4f I was to die abroad than at home; 
and as for ^^ou, Sir'*—" I have ho mo^ 
thcTj no filler, Arnold !" I felt at that mo- 
ment, that I was a being of far lefs coin- 
iequence than my fcrvantj for /have none 
to lament 'me. '- 



If 
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If when to-morrow's fun with upward r^y 
Gilds the wide fpreading oak, and burnifh'd pine 
'Deftih'd to mingle here with foreign day, 
Pale, coId> and dill, fhould deep this form of mine ; 

• ■ , ■'•,■• V - ^ 

The day-dar with as luDrous warmth would g^owy 
And thro' the ferny lairs, and foreft (hades ' 

With fweeteft woodfcents fraaght, the air would blow. 
And tiffiid wild deer, bound aiding the glades. 

I ' ■ ' ' ■ 
While in a few fliort months to clothe the mould. 

Would velvet mofs, and purple •-melic rite 

By Heayen-'s pure dew drops water'd, clear and cold. 

And birds idnumetous Cing my obfequies. 

But in my native land^ no faithful nraid. 
To mourn for me, would pleafure's orgies ihun ; 
•No filler's love my long delay upbraid. 
Mo mother's anxious heart demand her fon 1 

Thou, only thou, my friend, wouldftfeel regret. 
My blighted hopes and early fate deplbre. 
And while my faults thoa'ft palliate or forget. 
Would half rejoice, I felt that fate np more ! 

Such were the fcntiments that took this 

form in my mind, as I journeyed, now 

-■•■'- 

* Melica uniflora. Wood melic grafs. 

darkling. 
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<iarkling, the rtmaifider of my wfciy. It 
was not far ; for wKen we arrived at tlw 
lonely poft-houfc of Erlcnftob, which isi 
in one of the wildeft parts of this de- 
folate country; my poftillion informed 
mc it was impoffible for his horfes tt> 
proceed any farther, and there were 
no horfes there, or any expedcd till the 
-next morning ; an account that the land- 
lord, who at firfl did not appear, at length 
was pleafed to confirm. The young Huf- 
far had arrived a few moments before me. 
tit exprcfled great concern at my being 
thus compelled to wait in fo difagrecablc 
a place, adding, that he was rather furprifed 
I had not provided againft it, I aflbred 
him I had done whatever depended otv 
me, but that the roads were unufually bad, 
and my condudor unufually flow; yet, 
that notwithftanding the latenefs of the 
hour, 1 (hould have gone on, if poft 
horfes had been ready. 

I fixed my^yes upon him as I faid thisi 
to remark the cxprcffion of his features r 

forj 
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for, to tell you the truth, I now began to 
entertain certain fufpicions, that might 
have fhaken the nerves of many a philofo- 
pher, yet when lights were brought, I 
could not but acknowledge that I had 
never fcen a.iriore ingenuous and prepof- 
fcfling countenance i a deep glow was on 
his cheekj but it could not be the blufh of 
confcioys turpitude. I have always thought' 
that Lavater has written an infinite deal of 
nonfenfe, and an infinite deal of nothing; 
I am ncverthelefs a phyfiognomift in my 
own way j and it feemed to be iniipofliblc 
that evil could lurk under fo handfome, 
fo gentlemanly a countenance, for though 
a great many gentlemen, or /oi dijant tely 
have terribljr unfavourable faces, there is 
a gentlemanlike mindi that I am per- 
fuaded influences the features as well as 
the tones of the voice. In a moment 
while my eyes were yet fixed on his coun- 
tenance, the animated look was gone ; he 
grew pale and feemed ftruck as with fome 
cruel ieqp]k<5lion, and with a deep figh 
: , fat 
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fkt 4own, making at the fame time an 
apology, and aflcing if he could foe of any 
u(e in trying to obtain horfes. *^ If there 
are none in the (tables of this houfe," an- 
fwered I, ** it will be bootlcfs to make any 
other efforcs* The wreCjched animals that 
draw me hither, are, I really believe, un- 
able to get on; but I am a tolerable 
walker, there will be a moon about tw^ 
o'clock, and if my fervant thinks he can 
carry the portmanteau with my afliftancc, 
for I (hall be content.to Ihare the labour, 
I (hall greatly prefer walking the four 
leagues we mud traverfe, to remain- 
ing here. However Sir,'' continued I, 
again * (leadily looking at him, as the 
candle flood on a table between us— 
" you defired to have an opportunity of 
fpeakin^ to mei and I am now ready to 
receive yjour commands/* 
; ^f J[ ha^ci alrc^y repented Sir,** faid 
the granger in a jlow and folemn voice, 
**!.of;'my raflinefs.— I ha4 no right to aflc 
your attention^ nor do I know you can. 
Vol. I\^, C ' or 
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or wiU be of ufc to mc. But, when ' 
T fpcak in thjs country to an EngUQi 
gentleman, I ftill think I fpeak to a friend, 
and forget that upon me even that country 
has (hut her once hofpitable gates.*' 

Again I thought it impoffible any ill 
dcfign could be concealed under this fort 
of converfaponj yet I recoUcdtcd I know 
not what ftorics I had heard of German 
and French adventurers, v 

*/ You .have then been in England, 
Sirr 

«' Yes; and I left it with~Oh! God, 
with what anguiflb, what defpair, in my 
hearth 

" The gentlemen I faw with you Sir^ 
were they your fellow travellers ?** 

" Not in your country. Sir; they arc 
Germans of different provinces ; men 
who have been in the army; men Vvho Harye 
defervcd better of thoft they have ferved, 
than to be circumflranced as they now arci"* 
This was, I thought, coming very- nwjr 
the point, and almoft owning tlwtthey 

were 



were in a fituatiori which let thcrnlodfedtt 
the pyWic. 

He faw my fufpicions, as I pcrcciyedf 
by what followed : " I have not always 
been fq affociatcd. Sir, but calaiiiiCyi yoU 
know, fdnietimes gives a man ftfange 
companions. I believe there is a proverb 
tothatcffcft in moft European languages/' 

** Give me leave tofay, Sir,** replied I, 
^'^ that a young man of your appearartcc 
(hould never fuffcr any reverfe of fortune 
to compel him to affociate with thofe of 
whofe principles and purfuits he is doubt- 
ful. Pardon me Sir, as you have been 
pleafed to fay I may be ufeful to you, it 
gives me a fort of right to fpeak to you 
with a freedom that an acquaintance of hard- 
Ay three hours would certainly notauthbrife. 
Not only to a man of that rank which wc 
denominate gentlemcfi, but to every man 
who is unhappy, 1 would liftcn with in- 
tereft, and where I have the power, be- 
friend with alacrity. But you muft be* 
fijnfible, that your appearance in fuch a 

C a placet 
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pjacci and with fuch aflbciateSy is iU caU 
culatcd to give me a favourable ittipreffion 
of the bufincfs you may have with me, 
and I wifh immediately to karn with 
whom I am converfing. 
, '^ I do not wonder at your fufpicions 
§ir> I rather wonder that you do not re-, 
fofe to liftcn at all, to one who certainly, 
does come with an equivocal appearance. 
To relate to you the hiftory of my life, 
and to t(*ll you how I wifli for your ad- 
vice, will take up fome hours. Perhaps 
my ignorance of much that ought to be 
known before I thus addrcfs myfclf to 
your humanity, will be the bcft proof that 
I have DO intention to deceive you i I 
have, however, other vouchers.'* 

While he fpoke, I had been confidcr- . 
ing how it would be beft fbpafs the night, 
and having taken my refolution, I told my 
companion, who now appeared a very 
myflerious being, that I had rcfolved to 
flay where I was, but not to go to bed i. 
'* and if,'* faid I, "you will partake with mc 

the 
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the rcfrcfhment I am about to order, and 
will rcmaitt hcre> it will give you an ap- 
portunity of relating what you wifh to 
communicate, and I fhall be gratified by 
knowing how I. can be offervice to you.'* 
Ta this propofal the young i\ian agreed, 
apparently wich great fatisfadiorv. 1 or- 
dered the bed fupper and wine tliis very 
poor auberge . afforded,, and direded 
Arnold to go ta the bcft bed he could 
find, as ioon as he had eaten fomething. 
Arnold eyed my companion with a look 

which ftrcHigly indicated his diflatisfac 
tion at leaving me in Arch fociety, and 
1 faw that he had a much greater in*- 
, clination to remain near me, than to 
try to flcep. He has been fo accus- 
tomed, however, to obey without re« 
monftrance, that he departed filently, 
though relu(5lantly; and in a melancholy 
dark cabin at Erlenftob, unrelieved by 
the. blaze of a wood fire, which, in fuciv 
a poor inn in England, would have lent it 
ii tranfieAt chea'rfulnefs, and wich only the 

C 3 fmouldering. 
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jfmouldcring' dull heat of a bad ftov^^ I 

took my feat by the fide of a miferablc 
dirty table, and the young Huflar placed 
bicnfelf oppofite. The rifing ftorm with ^ 
rain driving againft the wooden (hutterSj 
^nd the peculiar noife made by the rufh 
of winds among firs which furroundcd 
thehoufe, the difmal looking.placq we were 
in, and cveathe drcfs of my companion, 
brought to my mind ftories told of tra* 
vellers benighted among extenlTvc forefts^ 
and efcaping by fome miraclous means ' 
from being murdered by hordes of the 
moil ferocious banditti. But I had a pajtr 
of gbod piftoU in a travelling cafe, which 
Arnold had carefully cleaned and loaded 
at tl>e laft poft. It has always been npy 
rcfolution never to rifk life againft pror 
petty, and rather to lofe my money than 
kill a fellow- creature i but, when per- 
fonal felf-defcncc was clearly the queftion^ 
ir^y placability, of courfe, was at an end. 

Yet the more I looked at the Huflar, the 
lefs precaution I thought it neceflary to 

take* 
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take. Who he was, it was impofliblc ta 
guefs* All he had hitherto iaid, had only' 
fcrvcd to excite my wander and curiofityV 
and of the truth of what he was going to 
icH me, I had no evidence but that in- 
ternal evidence which truth generally im- 
j>reflcs, but which is perhaps fometimes 
fallible* But now I am.abowt to enable 
you to jiTdge for yourfclf> whether the 
■intereft I take in this young man's fate, 
isawciakncfsor a right fcntimenr. He 
'gave me his harrative principally in 
Frettdhi "hr though, he fpeaks Englifli 
^cJCtrtmelf we^l; yet it is with fome effort, 
ii(id at times aditde hcdtarion in the chpice 
lofhis words f but French isio him moj'^ 
a mochei' tongue than that of the country 
wbere he was born; I give you therefore 
^a tranOation of what he faid, as nearly Jn 
biis^Q^n manner as the idioms of the twp 
Jtapguagcs admi r» 

' In .''.■' , , • ' • • f 
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It has been faid, that to complain is 
the fojace of the unhappy ; but who is 
there, except a friend, that will liften to 
complaint ? and how fcldom ' have the 
mifcrable friends ! 1 know not Sir, how 
it may be in jcur country -, the inhabit- 
ants of Engla^nd, 1 have been taught to 
confider as poflciTing an higher flyle of 
mind than the people of the reft of the 
world. The noble ftrugglcs they have 
made for the freedom pf mankind ; the 
illuftfious men which have appeared in 
thofe glorious contefts ; the good icnf^ th^ 
is perceivable in the works., of their befit 
authors i and the thoufahd virtues ini* 
puted to them in private life, rendered 
me, almoft as foon as I began to read and 
to think, an idolator of the Englifh name ; 
and, perhaps, England may afford brighter 
examples of the power of friendfhip, but 
my experience has hitherto (hewn me, in 
fome other countries, that to be unfortunate 
is to be guilty in the opinion of more than 

two 
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cwo thirds of mankind s little are the al^ 
lowances made for the paOions of youths 
or for the tyranny of circumftanccs, which 
it is impodlble always to explain ; and 
thofc whom mildncft would retrieve from 
tranficnt error, are often precipitated into 
guilt by the fevcrity of reproof, or the 
hopelcffdeft of rcjcftron. 

Oh ! if furviving my calamities, I ever 
ihould fee others fufFcring the miferiti 
that have been brought upon me, furely 
I (hall have for them that patience and 
pity which to mc has been denied 1. ^ 

But, no ! I dare hardly hope > my fate is 
perhaps fmiOaed > I know not if it be in 
the power of heaven itfelf> to rcftorc to 
me one hour of happinei^. 

I am an Hungarian of a noble family. 
You are well verfcd in the hiftory of 
modern Europe, and are acquainted with 
the oppreilions, and the caufes of thoie 

* ■ * 

oppreflions, which have impovcriflied oiu: 
country,; and reduced its nobles to be* 
come dependents in another. My father 

C 5 wai 
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j|r^s net d^fcended from one of tbolje fa«* 
llU]U$, that had patieRtly beheld the king-* 
idoni of Hungary finking into a fief of 
thtl ]^.mpire. He w^s the reprefentativc 
of illuftripus men> whofe blood (which 
they eftecmcd to be as ancient ^nd ho*- 
fioiirable as that which circulated in the 
veins of any of the crowned heads of Europe) 
had for ages been ihed in the dcfe;nce of 
their country agaipft the Turks ; or in a 
contention ftill more hopelefs, when tbey 
faw Hungary falling under the power of 
ftrangcrs, who treated it rather as a con- 
quered than an hereditary kingdom. And 
their lives paffed in arms, or in the large 
fortified caftics which had been tbeira 
from time immemorial, amid the Carpa- 
thian mountains, had been occupied only 
in warlike exploits, and rn delivering to 
their hitirs the prejudices they had nou^ 
rilhed, as well as their ae^l for the rights 
they had defended. 

My father differed little from thofe who* 
had for fomc centuries preceded him,. 

Like 
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^ilq; thet^ Ke had been betrothed by his^ 

ciq^tlBedi^tc aq,ceft(>r, at a very early agf^ 

to the daughter of a ncighbotiring noble 

koufe i but it happened^ that befides nianiy 

good <]ualities of temper and perron9 \i\% 

.'.^iftolRfQUght to hitn a& acceflion of for- 

.^uoftaiirQiOre than equal to what he before 

po^efied s for her father and three brothers> 

having fallen in thl field within a ver/ 

.ftort.^n)e of each other, by this circum- 

ft^ncC],^ the power and influence of mf 

.iather> the Count Soramerftldt, were fa 

much enlarged, that when conciliating 

meafures were adopted by the Court oi 

Vienna, it was thought worth while to 

.inSer hun greater advantages than wece^ 

ufually hfld forth as the price of fubmif* 

.fipn,. He iuboniited, yet rclu<ftantly, to 

have three of his (bns educated at Vienna^ 

and fucccffively enter into the Emperor's. 

fcrvifef. but the ideas of the dependence 

:of Hungary^ and the degradation of heir 

ubksi; made this a very griat facrifico ;. 

-J C fe . and 



3^ THJB SOLITARY^ WAN DlSRER^ 

and it ieemcd as if, while he yielded tfie 

i ' 1--- 

pblicy of fuch a concefTion In regard to 
young men entering into life, hrs own 
ifcntimciits were more decidedly outraged 
by the ncceffity of his acquiefcncie i and 
ill his feudal retirenacnt at his retifdd. 
caftlc of Zolna, he nouriftied that linger- 
ing, but fruidefs love of Hungarian H- 
'berty, which, as it was the firft fentimept 
he had been taught to" qherifh, no circum- 
ftances could eradicate ; and he thought 
with regret and difguft, that his children 
"would Itarn to confidcr themfelves only 
as Auftrians. 

I was erghteen years younger than the 
elder of thtfe brothers j and my fatheV 
having loft, when I was an infant, the wife 
with whom he had fb long lived in do- 
intftic fcliciry, gave himfclf up without 
referve to his afitftioii forme, now the 
only companion of- his folitude. In 6iir 
continual converfations, and as I read 
.to him the hiftories of other countries and 
of^ouf own^ he infenfibly^ and without 

looking 
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'tebkrng' forward to the inftiienGc! it rnfght 
feve bn itiy future life, communicated ti> 
me thofe notions and impreflions which 
had-govcrned the beginning^ of his own. 
Diftande in' a great degree eftrangcd hm 
froiri'my brbthers. He fancied /i^<fy were 
ftill more eftrangcd from htm by theJt 
own iftclf nation, ahd that, had it riot been 
for the large fupplies of money they from 
time to time drew' frorri him, they would 
have fbrgotteii thty nad a rathen The 
cldeft, on coming of age^, had fucceedcd 
to a very coriGdcrabre partof my[ mothcr^s 
fortune. He became maft(;r, of the cx> 
tenGve domain of Gelnitz,,|and the op- 
preffions^ he TufFcred to' be t%^T(^\{td upoa 
the feirmcrs and peafantry dcppndirig upon 
hirii, had very miicjiofftn^ied my fathciij 
who, having vainly remonftratedi. felt himr 
iclfdirrcgardcd and contemned in a mat- 
tcr, where, if had he not aright'to diftate. 
he imagined he had, a ftrong claim t6 be 
heard ^ The fecoad^of his ions conne<9ted 

himfelf 
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.himfclf by J marriage .wt^ a fOTiilyi ;hc^ 

^twfccn v^hofe anceftors and ours thi;r^)>ad 
been a long and implacable hatced; and 
to aggravate his offence, my brother was 
reported to have been wilfully blind ta 
the irregular conduft of his v^Me, ta >!^hoi» 
.^ tliari of . the ^^higheft rank >yaj| fuppqfc^ 
to have attached hitnfetf. The high fcn^ 
of Kopour chcriihed by the old Hungarian 
nobles, revoked at this i and brooding ia 
foljtude over ,ti^efc; circuipftances> which 
were very probably exaggerated, the 
Count infcnfibly loft all afFcdlion for the 
two cidcuof his fons, and from thence he 
began to diflike them, while he involved 
the third in his unpleafint refledbions,^ and 
his expenses and adherence tp his bro* 
tiiers., Yet potbeing able to forger, thajt 
they were all the children of the woman 
he had fo fondly loved> he accounted for 
"their mifconduft by the habits they haci 
acquired J and as he had never been realljr 
reconciled to the Auftriah aovirnment^ 



Be now thought of it 'w|th abbjorrcxjccji as ' 
having roW>c<I bim of the affeilipa of 
bis children, debauched their miads^ and 
corrupted their tearts* 

The domain on which he now livedo 
and which^ at his death, was to faU into 
the poffeffion of the eldeft, he confidered 
with regret. His peafams^ thriving and 
contented^ whom he had taken fo much 
care to attach to the eftate, would, he 
thought, cruelly feci the difFcrcnce When^ 
at his death, they (hbuld fall under th6 
power of one who was now a ftrangcr to 
them, and indiflPcrciit to every thing but 
obtaining money to be expended at 
Vienna. He cpuW not, however^ alie- 
Rate an acre of this hereditary eftate s and 
for that very reafon, the idea of my bro^ 
ther's poffi^ffing it» and, perhaps, dif« 
maotUng the caftle, mingled with everjjp 
thing he did, every thingihe faw, and 
every hour the . bittcrnflfe of this anticU 
patioo became kfs fupporcablei : 

The refult, however, of • all the reflcc-* 
liom which tht Count thus indulged, wai 

a.dt^t- 
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a ckccnhination, that however flendcrfy. 
I might ba provided for, I (hould never 
bear arms for the houfe of Auftria. Yet 
he brought me up amidft thofe cxcrcifcs 
Which nerve the frame for hardihip and 
exertion. My mornmg?, from the earlieft 
dawn, whatever might be the weather^ 
were paflcd in the mountain forefts with 
which the cattle of Zolna was furroundcd ; 
and. the chafe of the boar and the woliF 
Was my ordinary occupation. No luxury 
of .die tabic was allowed to pamper the 
appetite 1 acquired; and my bed was 
only fuch as. is ufed by the humbleft ^ea* 
iajnt^ 

That I was deftined to encounter the 
difficultiesoflife, my father did not believe, 
becaufe he thought he had guarded againft 
Aich a probability ; but he pleafed his ima>-. 
grnation, by qiaking me fuch as he ftgur^^ 
cd to himfelf were his roo^h Hxing^ian , 
ancettors -, and white the athletic life adbec) 
ftjrehgth and vigour to a conftitution ina- 
tuvally g9od> he did nof forget to give 

nay 
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my mind thofe impreffions of which his 
education had laid the foundation in his 
own, and which of late had received new 
force from the concurrence of many do- 
meftic and many public events. 

The books we read together, were aH 
fuch as taught me to idolize political 
liberty. He procured an Englifhman to 
refide in the houlc, from the eleventh to 
the fifteenth year of mylife. The works, 
therefore, of Sidney, and of Miltonj were 
as familiar td me, as thofe of the few 
French authors who have written on other 
priniciples than 'thofe upon which the go« 
Ttrhfficnt fcf their cbuntry^ was conduced. 
My exccHetft, my reipeflable father ! you 
^Uowed only your own high ideas of the 
dignity and happinefs of man, in thus 
inftnirding your fonl Had his worldly in- 
tereft, according to the ufual acceptatioA 
of the ivorld, been in your condeniplation^ 
you fhould rather have fcnr him to be a 
commis in fome of the fuperfluoiu offices, 

of 
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o( the moft <:orrupt or Mpotlc -gj^etn^ 
tntnz that can be found in E^bpe .^ 

Happy, however^ to me were thefe re* 
grbtted years. I was fondly attached ti^ 
my father, and though I . difd%in<^ t9 
'ftvail ^jyf^lf pf his parci>lky> ai^ ; ncvcf 
jrrit^d his mind againQ: my brptbexs^ 
.whom, while I hardly remembered xhem^ 
J( was difpofed to Jove ; yetone of «he 
fir^^^nd moft ple^fi^r^ble^leAfations I n^y^ 
recQlle^^ is the : (ponfeic3|ufr^ft. of qoatru 
feiiting ;^o^ if ivot^of en tii^^ly: ioxr^iog-* % 
^appinefs of mycycnerablc^parcnt. lh?4 
TO compe^tOK tp.checj^flr rival rj^ii?nd| 
^fe no iiia%?afHt; p^jSojji«r . iTl^^PftOpJf 

$hf iT > ^Q^i hf^ci^r^^ k^f^t w^; fqr 
jiis falqe; and when X beframe qld ^pugh 
to praftife liie lefibjis he:ta.ught»%^aM to 
/feew thait; at Jcaft in ^(?«!^ things ^^"rc^^ 
Ijcimbled Jhioi, , they, I9VC4 pc .ftiU ntiorc 
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Thf Caftle of ^olna was ^lovod ' the 
only jahabite4 re{i4!^nce of chac magnicude 
within roany milc^'^ and in fuch a fcclu- 
- fio^j the ypung^and a^liye mind^ forming 
itlclf almoft entirely on books, raifcs 
around it aq ideal world of its own crea- 
tion. I faw for the future only the lovely 
chimeras which haunt the dreams of fan- 
guine inexperience. My friends were the 
braveft, tlie beft, the moft faithful atr^ong 
men -, ahdT had a yiGonary miftrefs, more 
Jovely in her perfon than the virgins of 
Maho)mct*s Paradife, and in whofc ipind 
J imagined all thofc perfedions which 
jiovel writers give their heroines, together 
With the tendereH^ ait;aQhment to me. I 
fig?pored| that from ;hc colightoncd ftatc 
<)f |he world, the time could not be very 
difta nt, when fraud, oppreflion, and vio- 
knee fhoujd c^afe ; whep j;overAmcnt]^ 
Ihould feek the intcrcft and welfare pf 
the people; and thatj when xtdSon h^d 

wholly removed the veil of fupeiftitiowf^ 
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and every man found it his intereft to 
aft uprightly, the mifcry of whrch I rc^d 
as the portion of the greater part of the 
human race, would be whdty at an end* 

Pleafant ideal creations, how eaGly are 
your fairy fcencs diflblved T How foon 
the fanguine and expanding heartj^ flirinks 
and recedes from the cruel realities of lifel 

The diftraSions of iPoland, and the op- 
preflions the people of that country were 
enduring, were the firft public events that 
awakened indignation in my mind ; and 
while I acquainted myHblf with the hiftory 
of that unfortunate country, I was feized 
with an eager defire to take arms in her 
caufc. Encouraged' to entertain the high- 
eft, and evcn'enthufiaffic ideas of the 
freedom of mankind, I felt afliamed of 
purfuihg only the beafts of the forcft, 
while fo large a portion of my fellow men^- 
who might almoft be' called my compa- 
triots, were fufFcring under contending 
uleJpotsj: and the antipathy 1 bore the 

Ruffiains^ 
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RuflianSi w)io feemcd to have the grcateft 
fiiare in this inhuman fpoil, adde4 to the 
unconquerable defire I felt to draw my 
(word, even though the power whofc 
fubjedt I waSf was a party> againft this 
confcdcra^cy. 

This inclination having once feized me, 
I nourifhed it with all the ardour of youth* 
I was only nineteen, an age when romantic 
chimeras poflefs ftronger heiads, and in- 
flame blood lefs ardent than mine. This 
violent zeal, however, was at that time 
checked by my father. He was now near 
fcventy years of age, and the infirmirics 
of chat period of life fell fad upon him. 
One of my brothers was dead, and though 
many years had paflfed fince he had feen 
him, the paternal heart forgot his negleAg 
and bled for his untimely death. The 
eldeft, who had obtained an higher rank 
at Vienna^ and had taken the title of VoN 
getb from an eftate he had in Lower 
Hungary, was only nominally a general. 
His f oft about the perfon of the Em- 
peror, 
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pcror, ind the chdf gcs he held, oectjpkd 
hifti ehtirclyy though he hardly thought 
it worth while to account j by thefc en* 
gagementSj fbr his long negledt of his 
father, whom^ he had not fecn more than 
three times in fifteen years. However 
accoftomed to this eftrangement, and 
though his feelings were now blunted 
by age and long endurance. Count Som^ 
merfcldt was deeply afflifted by the re* 
flcAfon, that t-he name fo long borne by his 
ahceftdrs, arid of whith he thought he had 
to much occafion to be proud, fhould be 
lunk and forgotten in that of Vorgeth, 
a title of yefterday, and attached to an 
cftate whieh was acquired, as^ my father 
thought, by means far lefs honourable than 
tliofe by which tradition related the older 
honours of the race had been earned. 

But though little more than general 
circumftanccs were known to my father, 
it was endcrrtood by thofe *ho were 
better infdrmedy that hi6 eldetl: and fccond 
fons inveighed againft what fhey con- 

5 fidcrcd 
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ISdefed 49 the feHf ef hi$ dotage in keq> 
ing me sit honic> when they had offered 
to place me adv^ntageoudy ki the oiUf* 
fchool for ^ gendemad^^the army« It* 
vas true that fueh offers had been made»^ 
and rejfcaedj yet in rcfufiog, my fetSicr 
had cotK^efbended to fl:ate his reafons for 
dfefiring to keep me with hims now that 
his infirmities prevented his nling^ing in the 
fceneis of iftivc life. Bdt this apoii^y^ and 
the term» in Which itwasma^ my fether 
conclading it with a^ w^m paneg^yrlcion 
his Leopold, encreafed the difpleafurc it 
was intended to obviate> and I was anr 
objed o^f hatred in the opirrion of my 
brothers, whom perfonally I cfbuld never 
have offended. That which IbeBeve^lftioft 
always happen* in fikrh csifcs, Jiappened 
now. His fondncfs increafed in propor- 
tion to their hatr(^ r for though to him 
they did nC»t e^rpi^A ithfl^ir invidiSDOs dtf4- 
likci he infenfibly underftood iti^it made 
htm dotibdy folicitous to fecui^e 't6 iWe: » 
more ample provifion than nftially fi^ls 

' to 
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to the (hare of a younger brother. But 
my excellent father was of too generous 
and liberal a difpofition to be rich. He 
was too confident in the honefty of the 
oiEcers of his houfeholdi and his princi- 
pal fleward^ who governed him entirely as 
to his pecuniary affairs^ not only deceived 
him in many other inftahces^ but under* 
flood his own intereft too well to exert 
any aftivity that was to Jiave my emolu* 
mentfor its objedt. According to the com* 
monrcourfe of nature, the old Count could 
not live very long i and it would be in the 
power of his immediate fucceflfor, to con- 
fer many favours and advantages on thofe 
who had fervcd his intercft well; while I 
was not likely to have any power to repay 
kindncflcs, whatever might be my gra- 
titude. 

The defif e to .take arms.ftill agitated 
my mind^ though I forbore to exprcfs it. 
My father^ who lefs than ever liked to 
difpenfe with my company, imagined that 
he might countcraft thispaffion by another; 
He wilhcd I might find fomc young wo- 

man 
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man of nobl^ birth worthy of my love, and 
marry her } fondly imagining, that aft my 
dder brother would never inhabit Zolmi, 
he would be content to take its revenue!^ 
and to fufFer me to refi'de in the caftle of 
my anceftorsy becaufe fuch a plan wouk|» 
as my father thought, contribute to his- 
own cafe and intereflb even . more than to 
mine. To attach me therefore to a (pot 
where 1 fhould in faft be only a tenant 
on fuiFerance, and to divert me from the 
miliury enthuGafm which the Count (b 
earncftly defired to difcourage, he wiOied 
to give me a wife i he wi(hed it with the 
more ardour, becaufe my eldei;^ brother 
was unmarried, though now near forty, the 
iecond had no child, and the third was of 
a character fo diiTolute and diflipated, that, 
nothing was more improbable than his 
marrying. Towards me, therefore, my 
father looked, as tlic lad hope of his race 
on whonri its continuance depended. 

Thefe vilions of a fond old man, were 
however very difficult to realize. From 

Vol. IV. D the 
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the moment t had firft learned to think, 
I conceived- the utmoft abhorrence at the 
cuftom almoft univerfal among the Hun- 
garian nebility, who are for the moft part 
betrothed by their parents before they 
are ten years old, and I determined never 
to fubmit to fo abfurd a pra6tice. I had 
therefore, whrle yet a boy, declared to the 
Count, that I would not ratify an engage- 
ment which he had entertained fomc 
thoughts of propofirtg, with the daugh- 
ter of the Baron of Ebendorf, who¥^as one 
of our neareft neighbours, for his refidencc 
was within thirty riiiles ; my pofitivc rejec- 
tion, however, of any fuch engagement, 
had prevented dircft overtures from being 
riiide at that time. The young lady who 
Was then thought of, and one of her two 
lifter?, were now married, and the father 
liavirig almoft always refided within the laft 
fevifVyears at Vienna, our communication 
with the family had ceafed. There was near 
us bo other man of equal rank, or of any 
rank* which my father could think of as 
an* alliance, who had a daughters and no- 
thing 
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thing was more improbablcj bad it been 
otherwife, than my finding among thenl 
a woman I fhould like ; for having form* 
cd my notions of female pcrfedion from" 
the German, French, and Englifti ro- 
mances^ which had made a great part of 
my idle reading, I had felt little other 
fenfation than diflikej towards the few 
women of noble birth, to whom it had 
hitherto been my fortune to be introduced* 
The projcAs therefore of my father, 
were not yet likely to find an objedt to 
promote them, when our neighbour. 
Baron Ebcndorf, received an order from 
the Emperor, which configned him for 
• two years to the folitude of his own 
houfc at Renlitz. This temporafy ba* 
nifhment was adjudged to be a flight 
punilhment for fome indifcretion in an 
afi^air of bufinefs, known only to the ca- 
binet by which he was employed. With 
him came his only unmarried daughter ; 
and the plan for a matrimonial connec- 
tion between her and me, was immediately 

D i renewed 
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fewwtd by my father, and followed wiA 
W iHuch e^rneftneft, as he had before 
de6r€|d it with her elder fifter, though 
both were older than I was. 

I underftood what my father hoped 
^r, when he fo earncftly prcffe^ mt 
(Q vific -the exiled Baron. I waa un«- 
willing to refuJfe going ; yet recollecting 
all th^c had paflcd fome years be^re, I 
c^tdnvoured to give my vifit the air of 
a mere enquiry of friendlhip,. which I 
made as well for myfelf as my father, who 
was now unable to travel fo far from 
home. The feafon was the end of a fc- 
vere winter, and the roads almoft im-* 
pafTable, fo that whatever exertions I 
made, I found I could not return the 
fame evening. 

I found the Baron alone,^— he received 
me as the fon of his old friend ; but the 
dejection naturally felt by dilappointed 
ambition, was vifible ih his manner ; and 
though he was at firft referved, the pro- 
penfity which every man who thinks he is 

ill 
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ill ufcd> has to talk of himfclf, and to vin- 
dicate his own cohduft, loon got the better 
of his reluctance to own his mortification. 
I liftened with ^ much intereft as I could, 
and certainly with great ^parent atten^ 
tion, to a very elaborate and minute ac-^ 
count of the origin of the offence he had 
committed, now no longer a fecreti and 
which, as he explained it, appeared of courfir 
to hav/C been no offence at alL He ha- 
rangued on the inconfiftency and ingrad«- 
tude of courts, and enumerated %x ^eat 
length his own fervices, by his account 
of which I uiiderftood, that fome months 
before his difmifiion he had been employed 
tn a private negociation of fome impor- 
tance with the cabinet of St. James's, and 
notwithftanding his advanced age, had 
made a journey to England, for which 
he was the better qualified by having \ 
near relation married to an £ngli(h noble*^ 
man, with whom • he had always kept up 
an intercourfe of fricndOiip. I learned 
that his unmarried daughter had accom* 

D 3, "^^svx^^ 
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panicd him in this expedition, and had 
been fo well fatisficd with the Englilh 
manners and country, that only her duty 
and afieftion to him, had conquered her 
earned wilhes to pafs the reft of her 
life in that ifland. But I found after- 
wards, that another reafon exifted for her 
return. There was not any thing fo likely 
to prejudice me in favourof the young lady, 
as this prediledionof hcr*s for England, I 
wifhed to fee if her appearance was equ^l 
to her tafte, and now waited impatiently 
for the hour when I was to be introduced 
to her. It foon cam? 5 it came to deter- 
mine the deftipy of my future life, but 
that deftiny - was hot, to depend oh the 
young Baronefs Ulrica. 

She was however extremely amiable and 
pleafing; perhaps too I might have thought 
her handfome, if I could have loojccd with 
impartiality on ^ny other being, in the 
prefence of the lovely young Englifli- 
3kvoman who was with her. 

It 
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' It were cafy to tell you, that her com- 
plexion t^ad all the fair delicacy^ without the 
chalky whitenefs common to German beau- 
ties. I might dwcllx>n the fluflgating, yet 
beautiful tints of her checks, and the colour 
of her eyes and hair; but no defcripcion^ 
however minute, could convey to you an 
idea of the expreffion, the animated, yet 
foft expreflion of her countenance; nor 
could cither the pen or the pencil do 
jufticc to the grace of her form. . It is 
certain that the form,' the walk, every 
look, and every attitude, fcrvc to exprefs 
charadter, as well as words can exprefs it. 
Every trait about this lovely girl de- 
clared, that the mind inhabiting the 
frame gave it' its greateft charm. She 
fpoke i her imperfcdk German was a thoui- 
fand times more eloquent than the moft 
ftudied correflncfs of language would have 
been from the mouth of any other wo- 
man : But when I engaged her to con- 
verfe in French and Englilh, I found that 
if her education had not been excellent, 
ihe had fupplicd the want of it by ex- 

D 4 » ten five 
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^ tcnfivc reading. Without the flighted de- 

gree of ped^ntry.i and that (he had an ex*^ 
quifite tafte," and that delicacy of taSie^ if 
I may avail myfclf of a French phrafe^ 
which no art can give» fince it is tht 
genuine offspring of good fenfe and high 
fenfibilfty. I did not, as you may cafily 
imagine, make all the (e difcoveries at my 
firfl: introdudiion i but her perfonal beauty> 
and the fwc^tnefs of her voice, fafcinated 
me at the firfl: interview, and took 
from me all inclination to quit Ronlicz, 
as 1 had at fir(^ intended, the next 
day. I remained there near a week, 
and returned to Zolna, meditating on 
nothing but this enchanting girl ^ and 
fo totally was I occupied by her idea» 
that when my father, anticipating all he 
'"wiflied from my prolonged flay, began to 
quefl:ion me with extreme anxiety as to his 
ftiend the Baroil, and the young Ulrica, 
whom he had never fcen fince her infancy, 
I anfwercd him fo little to the purpofe, 
and with fo little appearance of intereft 
tovvards thofe I had been to vifit^ that had 

. he 
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he not been prepoirefied by 6ther ideas^ 
he could not have failed to remark my 
cold and abfent manner. * * 

Of the fair Englilhwomdn 1 forbore to 
fpeak at ail ; and when to the Count's in« 
terrogatories, whether the Baronefs Ulrica 
"Was handfome i tall ? agreeable ? I ail^ 
fwercd in the affirmative, he Was per* 
fedly fatisfied that I could not fail to be 
enamoured of her, and took it for granted, 
that the event he moft dcfired wbuld foU 
low of courfe. I faw this with infinite 
Conciern, yet knew not how to undeceive 
him. His convcrfation the following days 
cncreafed my embarraffment j and my 
own meditations, when I could retire t6 
think alone, were far from kffcning that 
^which I felt in his prcfcncc. The image 
of Mademoifclk Gertrude Leicefter (for 
fo (he was called, the £ngli(h term, Mifs^ 
not beihg familiar to German ears) was 
ever prefent to me, and I believed it im- 
po0ible that I could long exifl: without 
feeing her again \ yet 1 knew that mv 

D 5 vihti 
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vifits to Renlitz would be confide red as 
intended to the Baronefs Ulrica, while I 
might perhaps be feeding a hopelefs fiame i 
for I extremely doubted whether my fa- 
ther, whatever was his folicitude to fee oiie 
married, would hear of an alliance with a 
woman of another country, who was not 
perhaps nobly born, and was, I fuppofed, 
deftitute of fortune j for amidft the play- 
ful gaiety of her converfatian with her 
friend, I thought I had made out that ihe 
was dependent, or at Icaft not in fuch cir- 
cumftances as enabled her to be her own 
miftrcfs. 

I can now fpeak with fome degree of 
coolnefs, of what at that time pafled in my 
mind ; but then it was in tumults even to 
agony. I revolved inceffantly all the pof- 
fiblities which were againft my hopes of 
happinefs, and love, fisfr from rendering 
me fanguine, reprefented all the difficulties 
I forefaw as infurmbuntablc barriers, 
which ferved, however, to render mc 
.wretched, without diminilhing my paffion. 

My 
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My father at length began to exprcfs.his 
furprize, that I felt no inclination to rcr 
peat aiy vifit at Renlitz, I difdained a 
falfehood \ I felt, that in this inftance its 
prefcnt Ignominy was not all I had to ap- 
prehend, but;that it would infallibly lead 
to remoter and deeper mifchief. Ire- 
called .tOrmy mind that redtitude, what*- 
cver may be the event, gives confo- 
lation, though happinefs may be loft. I 
was too well aflfured^ that my father would 
be fcvercly hurt when he learned how 
contrary my wilhes were to the plans he 
had chcrifliedj yet I was alfo certain, 
that to conceal the truth would only be 
to deepen the wound, which the know- 
ledge of it muft finally inflidb ; and hav- 
ing made thefe refie(5lions, I blu'lbed at. 
having a moment concealed it. 

My father, whofe thoughts dwelt con- 
tinually on the marriage he wiflied fo 
much to fee completed, foon repeated 
his obfervation, *^ That he wondered I 
bad not thought of vifiting again his friend 

D 6 Ebendorfi'^ 
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Ebcndoff i*' " Sir/' rcpKcd I, « ydu 
would be lefs folicitous to promote my 
going to ReAlit2> if you knew, that with an 
infinite reftraint on my inclinations, I have 
forbore, merely becaufe I feared that 
the coniequences of it might eventually 
give you fome pain." The good old 
Count carneftly demanded an explanation, 
yet I faw with the liv^lieft concern, die 
dread he had 6f hearing it, and it Was mth 
difficulty that I defcribed to him the im* 
predion I had received from the , young 
ftranger, of whom I confcflcd I knew 
little more than that it w^s impoffible for 
xhe ever to loVe any other woman j and 
that I had therefore too great rcfpcft for 
the Baroncfs Ulrica, ^nd her father, to 
vifit them, left they might impute my 
aSiduicy tointentipns whichl never could 
entertain. 

This was the only inftance ih my life, 

where my father's will^ had not been my 

law ; and at firft he exprefied all thofe 

Teelings, which my difTcnting from it now, 

and 



and ma poim where h^ tb^ught my owi» 
bappkicfs ib greatly €oncerned> naturally 
enougli excited in the breaft of a father, 
accuftomed from me to implicit ob$dience> 
and to con fide r that obedience and my 
afFedipn for him as all he had left to 
foothe his latter days. I was affeded by 
the diftrefs which I had givea to a being 
to whom all tny gratitude was due. My 
tendernefs, my reverence^ had never beea 
ihaken by the foibles incident to advanced 
life; and now I was almoft ready ta 
promife that I would renounce every view 
that in its completion would overcloud 
his remaining days. But the convi&iott 
that ♦my own would be miferable, i( 
I relinquifhcd jfhe hope of rendering my^ 
ielf acceptable to the woman who alortc 
occupied my thoughts, prevented mc 
from giving utterance to a promife which 
I could not have kept. Had, however, 
my father talked to me long in a ftyle of 
angry authority, X fhould have been hurt 
Icfs i but when he ihed tears, tears that fo 

feldom 
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I fcldom fall from the eyes of the aged j 
when he deplored his deftiny, in being 
long Gnce forfakcn by all his children but 
me, and exclaimed sthat now his lafl: hope, 
his laft reliance was about to deftrt him, 
I again thought I had refolution enough 
to conquer my unhappy paffion : yet, 
when I was alone I contrived, with that 
faphiftry fo cafy to thofe who would re- 
concile their inclination to their duty, to 
perfuade mjTftlf that 1 might not only ob- 
tain my father's confent to this marriage, 
but that it might be rendered a fource of 
happinefs to him, and in being fo, re* 
double my felicity. Is the power of fclf- 
illufion thus pofleffed by the human mind, 
2l blefljng or a curfe ? Alas 1 the facility 
with which I wove bowers of imaginary 
blifs, and decorated fcenes of elyfian 
beauty, have ferved only to embitter and 
make more infupportable the fad realities 
of my fate! 

,: Amidft thefe aerial and vifionaryfchemes, 
rcafon would not unfrequendy interfere, 

and 
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and reprcfcnt that I was building my fairy 
palaces on foundations more fluftuatingi 
more uncertain, than the waves of ihe fca. 
—My fair Englifhwoman might already 

havc^ given away her heart : (he was too 
lovely, too fafcinating, nor to have had 
adorers whithcrfoever flie went; and, 
though ' fricndlhip had brought her to a 
wild folitudc, among the mountains and 
forefts of Hungary, it was hardly to be 
cxpefted that affeftion of a livelier dc- 
fcription for a ftranger (hould induce her 
to (lay there. I remembered how much 
I had read and heard of the haughty par- 
tiality of the Englilh for their own coun- 
try i and I began to doubt whether my 
reverence towards^ my father would ever 
be put to the trial.— Well then ! If Made- 
moifelle L,tict&cr fiould repulfe me, there 
would end all the ftruggle which now dif-* 
traded me, I did not perhaps think 
humbly of my perfonal pr^tenfionsj yet 
if this fwcet Gertrude did not love and 
prefer mc to all the world, it would not 
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I hoped be diffiailt to determine to think 
of her no more, Reafon* however, had 
fomething farther to fay— Ihe fi^gefl:ed> 
that fince my fuccefs was doubtful, and 
the chances agalnft me fo many, while the 
unhappinefs it would inflid on my father 
was alone certain, it would be better to 
Nattempt-crufhing in its. infancy this paf- 
fion, which might perhaps be attended 
with fo many evils. But thefe wife re« 
flections were put to flight by the recol- 
lection of one look of the lovely Ger- 
trude 5 and I meditated only how to fee 
her, without fuflPering.it to be fuppqfed 
that the Baronefs Ulrica was the objeft of 
my vifits, Wee)cs> however, paflcd 5 th^ 
impreflion was not ditiiinifhed; but I 
drieaded the inference that might be drawn 
if I went to Zolna, and fed my palTion by 
dreaming inceflantiy on t&e obje^ I for« 
bore to fee. My pru^rice and forbear- 
ance however were not to be taxed very 
feverely bf my eirforced abfence, and 
chance was to mock at my attempts to 

4 4 cxercife 
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exercife them. — Baron Ebcndorf now car- 
ncftly dcdrcd to fee his old friend j for, 
fallen from the height of profpcrous for- 
tune, his mind was foftcncd by adverfity, 
and he fecretly reproached hinifelf for the 
derelidion of his former principles^ and the 
negledt of his former connexions* Other 
motives might alfo have their weight i and 
-he wrote to the County informing himi 
that> to wave all ceremony between fuch 
old friends, he intended to bring his 
daughter and her Engliih companion, and 
pafs fome days at Zolna. The approach- 
ing fpring removed every local impedi- 
ment s and ho objedion could be raifed 
by my father, who now dreaded the vifit 
he would before have confid^red as the 
happieft circumftance that could occur. 

The party arrived ^ the old friends, 
now, in fome degree, aflbciated in misfor- 
tune, renewed their former intimacy, and 
fcemed to feel their re-union with warmer 
fentiments than mea of their age are 
ufually capable of. My father could not 
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fufficiently cxprefs his plcafure at feeing 
the daughter of his old friend beneath his 
roofi and I faw that he could hardly for- 
bear openly exprefling the hopes this vifit 
revived ; for the Baronefs Ulrica was a 
fine figut'C ;' her face was rather handfom^i 
her manners pleafing when Ihe threw off 
a certain degree of coldnefs and rcfcrve; 
and there was a dignity about her which 
was, of all other external qualities, that 
which was the likelieft to excite my h^ 
ther's admiration. He could not imagine 

that it waspoflfiblel could prefer a ftranger 
to her. 

On the lovely Gertrude, who to me 
was more fafcinating, more refiftlefs than 
ever, the Count looked with no favgurablc 
eyes. I faw that he turned them towards 
her with relu(5ance, and was forry to find 
it impoQiblc to refufe acknowledging her 
beauty : yet he would not allow that it 
could excufe the fudden impreflion flic 
had made on me. He determined to 

think it was mere beauty, and to flatter 

himfclf 
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himfelf that by that I fhould not long be 
enchanted. Yet when he again beheld 
her, and beheld her in converfation, this 
flcndcr hope, as I could plainly perceive, 
&iled him ; and though he did not now 
himfelf- converfe in French fo cafily as in 
the younger part of his life, he under- 
ftbod it well enough to comprehend that , 
there was no want of foul to animate the 
form, or light up the countenance of this 
angelic girl ; and I was foon convinced^ 
that had Mademoifelle Gerxrude been 
fortunate enough to have had only ten 
quarterings, though fix-and-thircy are 
generally infilled upon> and. to have been 
born in one of the Circles, or in Hungary 
or Bohemia, the Count would himfelf have 
folicited her for his fon : yet he was un- 
willing to oWn this, even to himfelf j and 
tried to diflike without a reafonable caufe, 
fince a' reafonable caufe could not be 
found, her, who raifcd in his mind fo un- 
eafy a contention between prejudice and 
reafon. 

His 
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HU^ original projcft could not be, he 
hoped, defpcratCi while the Baroaefs Ul- 
rica fecmed wholly ignorant of this unfor- 
tunate partialicy -, and that (he might rc^ 
main fo as long as pofTible^; he exerted 
himfelf to . engage her attention by every 
mark of kindnefs^ and even of admiration^ 
well meant and old fafbioned> which Ulrica 
received with a degree of good humour 
(hat gave me an high opinioci of her tem- 
per. Indeed it was impoffibk to think 
otberwife than well of a young womart 
who had merit enough to have created To 
lively a fricnd(hip as Mademoifelle Leicef- 
ter felt for her ; and who had fenfe enou^ 
not to (hew any womaniflb jealoufy at the 
fupcriority of the fair ftranger, which it 
was eafy to fee all hearts involuntarily ac- 
knowledged. 

But the truth was^ the Baronefs Ulrica 
was lefs ambitious of general admiration,, 
becaufe (he had difpofed of her affedlions ;. 
and was adually engaged, though by no 
means withher fathcr^s hearty concurrence, 

to 
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to a youhg Qobleman of Moldavia^ whom 
flic had met with at Vienna. The Baron^ 
however, fince his birth was quite as illuf- 
trious as his own^ had reludantly confented 
to their union, when the young man, now 
a Colonel in a regiment of Germans hired 
by a foreign coqrt, Ihould return to Vien- 
na. But the lovers had lately very feldoiti 
found an opportunity of ^orrefponding j ^ 
the difgraceand exile of the Baron had of 
courfe afiefled his fortune ; and I thought 
it evident, that from his opinion of the 
fortune my father had in Jong retirement 
amafled for me. Baron Ebendorf would 
much more willingly have beftowed hfs 
daughter on the fon of his old friend^ and 
refledcd with concern on her engagement. 
The fccret of this intended union, Ulrica 
herfelf Confided to me, when, fitting with 
only her young friend and me, (he laid afide 
the Cold dignity fhe aflTcftcd in more general 
company, and feemed to fatisfy that felf- love 
of which every human being has a portion, 

by 
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by giving me to underftand, fhc courted 
not the admiration which (he perceived 
I was incapable of feeling for her. I was 
enchanted by her confidence 5 it removed 
all the apprehenfipns Ihad of being comr 
pellcd to thwart my father's inclinations, 
and left me no other care than how to 
bring about the gratification of my own/ 
I loved Ulrica a thoufand times more than • 
I could have done if this had not been 
known. I now confidered her as one of 
thofe on whom my happinefs was to de* 
pend 5 I endeavoured to make her my 
friend ;. and my father, who obferved sl 
change m my manners towards her, once 
more flattered himfclf that his wifhes 
would be accomplilhed. I took, how- - 
ever, the earlicft occafion to undeceive 
him: hurt and mortified, he then fpoke 
of his renewed difappointnient to the 
Baron, who acknowledged that his daugh- 
ter had made fuch an engagement ; and 
the two fathers had only to confole eacl> 
Pther. 

This 
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This ' fchcmc then being evidently 
blafted for ever, the Count, dreading left 
my inclination to make a campaign Ihould 
return, began to confider whether it was 
not poiTible to fufier me tp be happy in 
my own way, with the woman* I had 
chofen; and hefet about obtaining from 
the Baron Ebendorf all the particulars he 
could learn, relative to Madcmoifelle 
Leicefter. But his diftrefs of mind was 
immcafurably incrcafed by the rcfult of 
thefe unfortunate enquiries, for he found 
that in truth Gertrude was not noble-— not 
even related to nobility j her father was 

a country gentleman, and only the fccond 
of his race who' had been dignified with 
the appellation of Efquire, the lad and 
eoQimorieft, or at leaft moft abufcd, of all 
titles given or affutned in England !— 
Three, only three generations back, her 
anccftors had been farmers, whofc very 
name was unheard of but in their own 
obfcure parifti; Nor had fhc, to coun- 
terbalance this misforirune, that advantage 

which 
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which another nation (the Scottifh)*, hardly 

le(s bigotted to the phantom of high hinh^ 
ar6 for the moft part willing to allow as 
in fome degree as an apok^y for the want 
of it, when the proudeft of their nobility 
deign to accept wives from the trackrs 
or-^rich manufiidlurers of England—Ger^ 
trude had little or no fortune, ind the 
fmall portion^ that might belong to her in 
right of her mother, could not be her's 
till after her father's drath, who was yet 
only in the middk of life, and had by a 
iecond marriage a numerous family. He 
had, however, given his two eldeft daugh- 
ters an cxpenfive education i one of them 
had married early, and tht excurfion of 
the other to Germany he bad not oppofcd, 
flattering himfclf that other countries 
mi^ht be more likely than England to 

produce men who did not cpnfider money 
as the principal reconunendation of a 
wife. 

The Baron, to whom my father now 
communicated his l}neariiu:& in regard to 

me* 
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mc,' was very far from encouraging any 
dcrclidlion of thofc notions as to inatri- 
monial alliances in which they had both 
been educated, and declared that nothing 
could in his opinion compenfate for the 
failure of being able to prove nobility 
on both fides, for at lead fixteea defcenes. 
He reprefentcd how probable It was, that 
I (hould at length be the folc reprefcnta- 
tivc of the family,fat leaft the only one to 
tranfmit its name and honours to the fu- 

- . ture world; how then could he anfwerit 
to the Counts and Countcffcs yet unborn, 
the future fupports and ornaments of* 
their country, if their blood received 
the cruel alloy of having had a plebiean 
mother, the daughter of an obfcure man, 

. and of a country too, where whoever was 
rich might purchafe nobility, though the 
fon of a coble r ? My father, fince he had 
quitted the world, and addifted himfelf 
to reading, efpecially thofe books which 
his principles in fome other rcfpedis more 
immediately recommended to him, had 
VoL.lv. E (haikfi.^ 
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ihakeh off/ome of the prejudices of his 
old Tcutonic'cdtication, and learned, that 
• mtni "wzs fmetimes aJmoft a$ good a title 
to rcfpeft as thirty -fix quarters; but of 
this moft inveterate of all the prcpoflcf- 
fions that hacj been given him, he could 
never entirely divert himfclf, at leaft when 
the marriage of one of his own family was 
in queftionj and thus roiifcd by the opi- 
nion of his old friend, all thofe prejudices 
returned with even more than rhcir for- 
mer inveteracy, and he agreed with Baron 
Ebendorf, that to have a Ton fall in the 
field, would be a lefs misfortune than to 
have him live, only to tranfmit degraded 
and vulgar blood to pofterity. 

While thefe good old men were thus 
deciding againft my plan of happinefs, it 
was growing more than ever dear to me,' 
and was interwoven with every fibre of' 
my heart. I faw Gertrude evfcrydayj 
and every hour, and every moment of 
thofe days, added to the ardent paffion 
that had uken poffcffion of my ^ul. 

Though 
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Though I had not dared to declare it, 
ihc could not help feeing it, and fondly 
fancying it did not difpleafe her, I found 
myfelf foon hurried away^ and regardlefs 
. of every other cpnflderation, thought only 
of obtaining her. And furely a man of 
^y ^g^> for I was not then twenty, edu- 
cated as I had been, and feeling for tljic 
firft time a paflion for fo lovely a woman, 
might well be forgiven the wild enthu- 
fiafm with which I purfued my objed, 
cfpccially when there was nothing to op- 
pofe my wiflies but cuftoms and pre- 
judices that common fenfe revolts from. 
The fetters of ignorance, pride, and folly, 
ihaken off by the moft enlightened of man- 
kind, alone withheld me from happinefs 5 
and not a moment Would they have hctn 
unbroken, had I not hazarded, in dafliing 
them away, to injure the peace of a mif- 
takcn but revered old man, wl^P in this 
fingle inftance was likely to oppoije me* 

To reconcile him to my intentions was 
therefore to be attempted j but I faw, that 

E 2 while 
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while the Baron remained with him, that 
would be impoffible. Yet when the Baron 
went, Gertrude, out of whofe fight I could 
not now exift, would go alfo. She would 
go too before-I (hould declare in words, as 
I had already done by my eyes, the p&flion 

whichlfeltj for though I believed (he 
underftood, and was far from being in- 
fenfiblc of it> her acknowledging that I was 
not indifferent to her, and that (he would 
not confider my being of another country 
as an obftacle, was abfohitery neceflary to 

^givc me fufficient refolutton to conquer 
the other difficulties that were in my way. 
I fought then an opportunity to explain 

^tnyiclf, yet doubted whether, when it ar- 
rived, 1 fliould have courage to fpeak. 
Gertrude, on her part, feemed to fufpcft 
my intention, and fearfully avoided bei^ig 
alone with me. The eafy and good- 
humoiired gaiety, which had helped, to en- 
chant me, now gave place to a mild and 
fomcwhat penfive refervej and though 
ihc had never fcruplcd till now walking 

with 
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with mc alone, when Ulrica, who was o^ 
an indolent difpofifion, declined going outj 
yet after my beliaviour became more par- 
ticular, and 1 had once or twice hazarded 
a fpeech (he could, hardly afFedt to mif- 
underftand, (he became more guarded and 
cautious, and found fome excufe to efcapc 
our folitary walks, and remain with her 
companion. 

Ah accident at length procured me the 
occafion I defired. The Baronefs Ulrica, 
who^had not heard from her lover for a 
term much longer than had ever happened 
before, was fo dejefted that Ihe often fought 
folitude; and^ after pouring her forrows 
into the bofom of her friend, would (hut 
herfelf up whole hours to brood over them 

alone, and form conjedtures as to the rea- 
fon of this long delay. Her father well un- 
derftood ihe^caufe of that metancholy fhc 
could not conceal, and fecretly flattered 
himfclf that fomething or other had hap- 
pened to prevent the completion of a mar- 
riage which, though he had confentcd to 

E3 it. 
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it, he never approved; Ulrica was fb con- 
fcious of thi«, and fo avcrfe to her father's 
obfervations, that flie had often recourfe 
to the common fublerfuge on thefe occa- 
fions, and declared Ihc fufFcred fo much 
from pains in hfcrhead, that far from being 
able to mix in the party, (he could en- 
dure no voice but that of Gertrude, and 
fometimcs riot even hers, Gertrude how- 
ever, who trembled whenever fhe imagined 
it was likely that I might obtain an oppor- 
tunity of fpeaking to her, confined herfelf 
for the^moft part to her own room when 
ihe was not with Ulrica. 

It w^s now that fcafon when every 
country is in fome degree beautiful. The 
wild and fayage appearance of that around 
cur old habitation, was foftened by the 
verdure and the foliage of fpring. Ger- 
trude had been accuftomed to pafs the 
greater part of her time in one of the moft 
romantic counties of Enghnd ; (he was 
pa(Eonately fond of wood waiks anad moun- 
tainous fcenery, and to indulge this tafte 

(he 
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fht took every occafion of wandering round 
ihe Caftle when flic thought there was no 
danger of being furprifed into a tete-a-tetc 
with me. I fought to meet her in thcfc 
rambles; (he obfcrved my defign^ and ap- 
peared tarelinquilh them. The time wa^ 
approaching whfin the Baron, who had al- 
ready ftaid longer tha» he had intended, 
was to depart, and it was n^eeflary for me 
to know my fate* ^ 

It happened, that an affair which my 
father wifhedtoentruft to my panagcmenc 
rather th^n to that of his fteward, was to 
b« tranfaded at a place about four leagues, 
diftancei I repaired tliither before day, 
meaning to return by noon; .1 found the 
'affair cafily adjuftcd by my interference;: 
and returning as fpeedily as I could, V 
arrived at about ten o'clock in the midft' 
of one of thofe extenfive woods, which oii^ 
every fide furrounded the abode of n\y[ 
. father. I met feveral parties of Zirigari, 
who are what are called in other countries 
of Europe, Bohemians or Gypfies, but who^ 

E 4 \sa5L 
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not unfrequcndy obtain a tranfient fub- 
liftencc in the forcfts of Hungary, by being 
employed tp burn charcoal for the iupply 
of the powder mills. Nun^bcrs of affcs, 
04* fmall horfes, are fr<?quently fcen pafling 
through, the woods, loaded with charcoal, 
and driven by families of thefc wandering 
people. Ac this time I heard, as I rode 
along, the voices^of foroeof them as in dif- 
piite, and underftood enough of their jar- 
gon to comprehend that they talked of 
a lady, a demoifclle. I urged my horfc 
immediately under the thick trees and 
underwood, which concealed fome of the 
perfon^ who were fpeaking, apd faw with 
aftonifhment Gertrude furrounded by a 
group of women, who fccrped to have ter- 
rified her fo much, that (lie had no power 
to move from them. She faw me, and 
clafping her hands together, uttered my 
name ; when eagerly leaping from my 
horfe, I bade the people retire, which 
they feemed glad to do, while Gertrude, 

pale arid faint, almoft threw hcrfelf into 

my 



N _ 



THE HUNGARrA!r« 8l 

my arms. ** For heaven's fake teU ta^y 
cried I, " what has happened? Why 
do you tremble fo, lovelieft Mifs? Lei* 
ccftcr ? Thcfc people furely hav? not 
dared to infult you f "-—** Oh no^ it is no- 
thing, " replied fhe, *^ nothing iiKikedf 
but I advanced too far aJohe info, their 
haunts, and my appearance^ and my noc 
underftandi:ng them, excited their curijOfity. 
The noifc one pr two made brought; 
others, and I certainly began to be a goo4 
^eal alarmed at being furrounded by (hem^ 
when you foctfinately arrived." I was not 
quite fatisfied with this account, for I 
fcwnd her terror to be greater than \ 
thought fuch an adventure could have 
occafioiied^ if it had been only as fhe 
had>rclatcd it. But the efFe<a was to my 
Wifhes moft propitious; for (he leaned 
on my arm, a favour fhe would never in- 
dU^ me with, till then, and; cv^r> fufJercd 
OHl W l^fft h^r t<^ my hqart. By dcgr^cs^ 
%% vyas unable, to.w^lk feft> Ae rc^ 
cpsYorcd her breath, aind I tltt>ugh? na 

E 5 c&i«.x 
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Other opportunity might ofFer for the de- 
claration I • meditated. Trembling then 
alnv>ft as much as (he did^ I ventured to 
difclofc what I knew fhe was well affured 
of already. It was received with modeft 
timidity, yet Without any afFeftatipn. Nor 
thing however tells worfe than a idialoguc 
between lovers, I pafs over, therefore, 
the more minute particulars of an inter- 
view which ^ill remain for ever deeply 
engraven on my memory, and only relate 
that I had the ihexpreflfible happinefs to 
find myfelf fo far from being indifferent 
to her, that Ihe frankly told me the in- 
vincible obftacles which (he fuppofed 
fhere muft be to our union, was the only 
reafon fhe had been fo defirous of avoid* 
ingthe explanation; and when I exerted all 
iny eloquence, to conquer her doubts as to 
the removal of thofc obftacles, fhe owned, 
that could they be removed, my being the 

native of another country, and that coxitis 
try fo demote from h^r own, wouid not 
deter her from refdlving to pafs her life 

- with 
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■^^ith m^, if the confent of her father could 
be obtained ; and of that confent, (he 
aflbrcd me, there was little rcfafon to 
doubt. This converfation Brought us 
home, when Gertrude, in ftiU greater 
emotion, which was however eafily :dc* 
(Counted for, retired immediately to her 
own room. At dinner (he did not appea^^ ^ 
and Ulrica informed us^fhe w^s fo much 
indifpoftd as to have given her conGder*^ 
able alamf. I learned afterwards^ that fhc 
had been robbed by the^Zingari^ of heir 
purfe, a gold fmejling bottle, a feal, and 
fome other trinkets j and that fhe-belicv- 
cd they would have proceeded ^to rob her 
of her ojothcs, if accident had not at that 
moment brought me to her relief. I could 
not but admire the refolution with which 
ftie had concealed this atrocity atthe'mo- 
menr, and flic confefled to me afterwards,, 
that the fierc<j and favage appearance of 
the men, feveral of whom wercj flic knew, 
not many paces diftant, and whom I ha<i 
indeed heard difputing about her, had fo 
, E 6 ^taSc\ 
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greatly alarmed her for my fafcty, that fhc 
determined to conceal the robbery, left I 
ihould attempt to naake them reftore the 
fiolen artictes,. and by that means be in- 
vdhred in ^ dailgerous ^contention. All 
this may perhaps appear triSing in the 
recital; but on me, already in love al- 
ihoft to adoration, fuch cireumftances had 
an indefcribable efFcft, and every moment 
as it pafled, added to my paffionatc attach- 
inent; I became fo impatient to aflure 
ttiyfelf that Gertrtkle would be mine, and 
tvith fo much eagernefs preferred my fuit 
to the Count, that unable to refift the im- 
portunity of a fon he fondly loved, and 
pattered by the afFeftionate idea of feeing 
children of mine around him before he 
died, he confcnted to write to the father 
of Gertrude, and explaining all he meant 
to do for me, folicit his confent to our 
union. Charmed to find this firft diffi- 
^ulty conquered, I took immediate mea- 
sures for fecuring the fafe arrival of the 
letter in England, by difpatching my own 

fervant 
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fcrvant to Vienna. The day that the 
Baron's party were to leave us I now laW; 
approach with lefs dread ; I was^ I l}e- 
lievcd, fcGurc of the heart of Gertrude ; 
fli€ fuiFcred me to talk to her of my love, 
to talk to her whole hours of our fchemc^ . 
of future happinefs. We agreed exaftly 
in our taftes> in our fentiments^ and flie 
approved of my rcfolution never to con* 
tradift the old Count's plans for our refi- 
dence at Zolna, but when be ihould be 
no more, to retire^ from a place where I 
could only confider myfelf as a depend- 
ent on my elder brother, and to purchafe 
fome leffcr domain of our own. The two 
old meo, the Baron Ebendorf ai|d my fa^ 
ther, were not only reconciled to my in* 
tentlons of marrying, but were equally 
fond of Gertrude ; yet the Baron faw 
with concern and alarm the deep and in« 
creaSng deipondence of his daughter, aod 
Gertrude felt all her own profpcfts oVcf/- 
?aft by the anxiety which embittered the 
life of her friend. 

Afcet 
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After a vifit of alcnoft two months they 
went back to Ronlitz> and I cfcortcd 
them. My abfcnce was not long, for my 
father could Icfs than ever bear our fepa- 
ration. He was almdft wholly employed, 
whether I wasabfent brprefent, in projcdts 
for' the cncrcafe of my fonunc : he had 
already arnaflTed a very cohGderable fum, 
and Graab, hisfteward, wasconftantly oc-^ 
cupied in accounts and arrangement, which 
had only my advantage for their objedt. 

The Count ^ms determined to make the 
provifion he intended for me greater than 
he had called it in his letter to England ; ' 
and though not unfrcquently a fevere pang 
would follow the rcfleftion that Gertrude 

was a woman of no family, he conquered 
it by remembering, ihat it is the tnan 
who enobles his pofterity, and that though" 
his grandchildren would not gain,^ they 
would not lofe a finglc quartfcr from the 
family coat by thijB alliance; ^ 

- iririie pafled on the wings of delight j 

it fled but, top fwiftly while I was with 

Gertrude, 



/ 
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Gcrtrode, as I contrived to be as often as 
my father \70uld fufFcr rtie to ileal away 
for a few days. * The period was almoft 
elapfed when an anfwerinthc ufual courfc 
might be received from England i and I 
trembled with hope, yet with apprehen- 
fion^ every time I faw any one arrive wlio 
had the air of a courier, for I had direfted 
an acquaintance at Vienna t6 fend one 
with it as foon as it (hquld arrive. This 
anfwer, fo long, fo anxioufly expcfled, at 
length came. It was propitious! — it 
fpoke only of the high honour an alliance 
with the Count Sommerfcldt would^o to 
the family of Lcicefter. Nothing toiAd 
be better adapted to flatter my father's 
foibles than the whole of its contents. 
Mr. Lcicefter wrote alfo to his daughter, 
informing her of his entire approbation 2 
and he named a banker at Vienna, on 
whom he had procured a credit for two 
hundred pounds, to enable her to make 
fach purchafes. as might be proper on her 
marriagcl' -<' - ^^ • - 



J i 
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Very vain would it be for mc to attempt 
conveying an idea of the happinefs I now 
felt. Oh ! days of exalted felicity ! yc 
were too exquifice not to be transient. If, 
Sir, you have ever loved, and been flat- 
tered by the dear hope of paffing your days 
with an adored objeft— ". 

Thc^ young Hungarian here hefitated : 
hr faw by my countenance that his narra- , 
tivc had called up recollcftions in my . 
mind too painful to be endured ; I was, 
indeed, obliged to rife, and leave him for 
a few moments — a paufc feemed requifitc 
to us both — But now deeply interefted 
for him, I recovered myfeif as foon as I 
could, and in a few moments he proceeded : 

*' As if every circumftance was to con- 
t^ibu^e to the general fatisfadlipn, Ulrica 
ifCceived at thjs timie a lettec from her 
Ipver, ^^cc^jun^iog for hii&^^ojt; buying wr^«f 
tifn, l?x informing hjer^ tlwt be had bcw 
Vouiwj^ec^.aftda.e^^ for fotpp^ ©piV^Si 
but was how releafeds out of c]dng<^r 

from 
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from his wounds, which Were likely to be 
of Icfs confcqucnce than they had at firft 
threatened ; and being almoft imnfiediately 
to be exchanged, he expedled to return in 
lefs than two months to Vienna. Of her 
father's difgrace, and confequent abate- 
ment of intereft and fortune, he had heard, 
but it did not feem to have made, what 
ihe had apprehended, any change in his 
afFedionate attachment to her. The 
gloom that had hung over her, and damped 
the chearful fpirits of her friend, was^ now 
therefore diffipatcd. Preparations were 
going on for the hour that was to make 

Gertrude mine j a few days only were to 
intervene before the Baron and the two 
ladies were to conae to Zolna^ where my 
father defired the ceremony fhould be 
performed ; I went to vifit my lovely 
Gertrude for the lafl. time before we were 
to meet to part no more. I remained at 
Ronlitz three days, and then returned 
home, delightedly anticipating the happi- 

nefs 
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nefs which I was fo foon to fee out of the 
reach of fortune. 

I arrived at the great gates, and dtf- 
mounting, gave my horfc to jny fcrvant, 
and was entering the court, when, to my 

aftonifliment, I faw two foldiers in an 
uniform vvhich I knew to be that of the 
Emperor's guard, who, with bayonets 
fixed, oppofed my paflage, I demanded 
what they meant ? they anfwered info- 
Icntly, that they obeyed orders, which: 
were to pneventmy paffing into that houfe, 
where. I had nothing more to do, Af- 
tonifhment checked atfi.rft the exprcffions 
of my indfgnation*-! was like one wha 
had received' a ftroke of thunder ; but In 
a moment the violent paffions, which 
were conftitutional with me, were roufed f 
half fuffocatcd. Incapable of reafoning 
or of liftening to rcafon, had it been 
fpoken to me, I drew the couteau de chajje- 
I ufually worej and made a ftroke at the 
foldier who had been moft ofFcnfively 

forward 
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forward in language and' gcfturc. He 
. evaded it with difficulty, and before I 
could repeat it> a blow given by a mulket 
or bayonet on my head behind, deprived 
me of fight and fcnfe; and I became 
wholly unconfcious of what befel me, tilt 
I found myfelf in the cottage of a moun- 
tain peafant, wfiofe little cabin was perched 
on a rugged declivity among the woods> 
almoft three miles fromColna* Itfccmcd' 
to be early morning ; I looked around 
me with wonder, but in an inftant the 
rccolleftion of what had Jiappened to 
me at home returned; I ftarted up, but 
foon found m)^felf compelled to return to 
the pofturc I had quitted, for my hea^ 

was giddy, and a faint Gcknefs made every 
qbjeft appear indiftinft and confufed. 1 
faw nobody, but my effort to make myfelf 
heard brought an old man into the room t 
he approached, and fpoke to me in a trc- 
mulous voice — it was Hans, an ancient 
f€rvant£)fmy fathers, who had been at his 

owa 
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own rcqucft difmifled a few years before, 
to live in a little abode near Zolna> 
which was built by my father for his gar- 
dener, whofe wife was the.dau^^hter of this 
honeft old domeftic. He alone, of all 
\yhom the caftle cpntainqd, had cither had 
the , power or the will to follow my fallen 
fortunes; but when he had made himfelf 
known to me, and J. enquired what had 
happened, and wh«re my father was, the 
poor man appeared afraid of telling mc 
w)iat he knew;, and it was long before I 
could underftand the occafion of the fccnc 
that I had fufFcred fromir 
\ « SV,'' faid Hans, " I pray God all 
^^ay come right again; buf his will be 
done !— rWho would think of a fon's be- 
having after that manner to a father ?" 

*VWhatfon, Hans? what do you mean ? 
what could have been the reafon of my 
being driven froni my father's houfe ?—- 
Halten, I entreat you, to tell me, and af- 
fift me to rife, for whatever has happened, 
rny place cannot be here." 

*^ My 
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** My poor good old mafter !" repeated 
Hans> with a deep figh—=i^^ for my part, 
Sir, I w^ould I had not lived to fee this 
day!" 

'*' For the love of God tell me at on<re 
what you know— all this is irvfupporc- 
able." 

." Be calm then^'dcar Sir/' cried the old 
man—" for indeed you have great occafion 
for refolucion, and 1 am afraid you are 
very .ill too. Well, Sir, I will tell you:-— . 
I faw you and Maximin your fcrvant ride 
by quite early, one morning— it was three 
days ago. Prefently came, a meffen^r, 
or fomc fuch looking man : he- went up 
to the caftlc, and 1 faw him in half an 
hour come back the fame way. The , 
next day, and. the next about the fame 
hour, the fame man came again, and re- 
turned a.s he had done before. Early oh 
the morning after, I faw the great Count 
Vorg<ith, my Lord your father's eldcll 
fon : it was a new fight to U5?, and a fine 

'v 

one too, for wc had fecti nothing fo grand 

for 
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for a long time in thcfe parts; he^had 
abundance of attendants with him,' and a 

guard of foldicrs. But all the people, in- 
ftead of being glad to fee their lord that 
was to be, were ftruck of an heajp as it 
were, for they remembered to be func 
what had happened at Galburgh, and bc- 
fides did not know what to make of the 
foldiers, I don't know a|l that pafled at 
the caftle, only what I could make out by 
George GrafF, my fon-in-law 5 arid by 
\him we were told, that the young Count, 
or great Count Vorgeth, for young to be 
fure he is not^ had taken aw^y at once all 
authority from our old maftcr by an order 
of his Majefty the Emperor; and fo he 
-called all the fervanis up, and told them, 
that his father's great age , having made 
him incapable of managing his affairs, and 
making him liable to be impofed upon, and 
to give away hiseftate, and form connec- 
tions with wicked and dangerous people, 
i?^was from that time appointed by the 
Emperor to take, the cftatc out of the 

hands 
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hands of his father, who fliould be taken 
gi^eat care of, and want for nothing, , Our 
old mafter did not appear j two people 
that the great Count had brought from 
Vienna were put to take care of him in 
the apartments over the garden terras ; and 
his Flcmifh fervaht Le'Bripn, whom I re- 
member from a boy, came to me in fuch 
trouble, that indeed it made my heart 
ache fo I could hardly aflc him any ques- 
tions; but if I had, he would not have had 
much time to a^nfwer therf), for fcarce had 
he been talking to me half a minute, when 
two men belonging to the great Count 
came and hurried him away. . I thought 
all this looked very bad, and, qld and 
feeble as I am, I could not help going.up 
to.thc ^caftle. Ah! Sir, T heard nothing 
the firft time but what made me more out 
of heart than I was before; and I found 
furly faces and ftrange people all about 
it, who were one and all reWy enough to 
tcH mc I had no bufinefs there — fo I went 
back to our little place, downcaft enough. 

George 
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George was told he was not wanted in the 
garden till farther orders 5 and we began 
to think wliat would come to ourfclvcs out 
ofallthis; but then I remembered that 
when you came home, Sir, moft likely 
you would interfere for your father's old 
fervants, and I laid my account to meet 
you by the way> and fo did George, but 
we both miffed you/* 

While the old man fpoke, I recollecfted 
that I came round an unufual way to 
vifit a fick tenant. — Hans proceeded— 
"It was clear enough that my going 
near the cattle was not defired. Ah ! 
Sir, how hard it feemed to me, who am 
but a fervant, to be (hut out of thofe gates, 
and what muft it be to you !— I fay, Sir, 
that though I was not admitted, and was 
dcfired more than once to ftay in my own 
cottage if I valued my own fiifetyj I could 
not reft quiet, and fo toward evenrng I 
went up again s apd jutt as I got to the 
great oak tree— it was laft night, and 
growing du(k,— -that oak tree that is at the 
^ 8 corner 
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corner of the bye path leading from the 
front road up round to the weft wall, I 
I thought I faw a man lying ail along^ upon 
the ground. My heart mifgare me that 
fome wicked doings had been going on, 
and I thought it not unlikely my :tiirn 
might be next ; but I am old, and have 
lived long enough, To I went up to the 
place, and it was juft light enough 'for me 
to fee it was you. I thought you dead^ 
fqr the wound, in your head had covered 
the ground with blood j but dead or alive 
I w^s determined not to let you ftay there^ 
for now I began to fear the worft^ and 
that you and my poor old matter were 
both to be got rid off, and therefore that 
to carry you to the cattle would be the 
feme thing as to carry you to be murdered, 
if that was. not done already,, I ftood 
a while confidering — God knows with an 
heavy heart, what I ihou)d do; then I 
Ijeard fomebody come up the path, and 
glad enough I was to find it was my fon 
Graff— my daughter, frighted about me,^ 
Vol. IV. F >ad 
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had fefic hkn to fee after me. I ihewea 
hkn the {Mteous fight : he is young and 
Aroiig9Md between «i8 vre brought you 
Jikher, the neareft plaoe we coidd think 

^ of where we thought you eiig^t be i^ 
Ufcty, if It pleafed God you recoyered,^ 
till you could think a lf(tle what was to be 
done." 

Here ceaied the hondl xAd mm ; and 
I am furc. Sir, you will judge how inca- 
pable I mfuft be of relating what pafled in 
my mind while he was %eaking. I un* 

^derftood the tnptive of tuy brother's con- 

s 

-dudV, and knew the cffcfit of the order he 
had obtained too well not to fee its con- 
fcquences. From the moft delicious and 
well-founded hopes of felicity, I was funk 
at once into an abyfs of defpair — Ger- 
trude was loft to me for ever — I was a 
beggar, an outcaft, and could no longer 
think of uniting her fate to that of a 
wretch like me. My father — my tender^ 
my indulgent father, that good and Vene- 
-Table old man, was a prifoncr in his ow« 

houfe. 
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I 

boufe, even if his life was fpared;* and this 
blow^ cruel and unjuft as it was^ wHs ftrock 
by one of hts fbns, becaufe he )iad loved 
another of them too well 1 

Bjraman o( my fiery and Impetuous^ 
difpoHtiony who had never had t>c6afiofk: 
to learn prvt6ttict^ • or praftife enforced 
patience, all this was not to be borne. 
withoik bringinjg on a degree of frenty ; 
and hothing but the date of weaknels toe 
which I was reduced from the lo(s of 
blood, prevented me from going: at alt 
events to the houfe which was now the 
prtfon, if not the grave, of my father^ 
But when, in the violcnee of tho(^ ago- 
nifing emotibns that aflfailed me^ I at* 
tempted to rife, I fell back fenfclcls ; a. 
fever followed ; I became deliriGus $ and 
the wound in my head, for w^nt of proper 
drefiing, was fo painful, thait I was con-^ 
fcious of nothing but tlie acute ft pcrfonal 
faffcrings, favc only when, in a Igqi^i iOr 
tcrVal> I raved of Gertrude and of n^ 
filthcn The peafantto wlv>m the cabiR 
o Fa belonged 

1046VV\ 
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beloirgftd had fl?d ia terror of the great 
Goynti iwd thjere wa^. jpQjie nca^ . me bjitj 
the old tn^n, .y/h^Oj wi?h^ feeble h?^9ds, ad^ • 
ininiftcrcd to my? nege^ues zp .yvtll^^^i^ 
GQuId; his foorio-'lawvafid: >hv$ daughter 
fottiewnes ftcaimg awa/ to briqg food to 
their father and po tw : , -biif foir food I had 
Iktfc occafioru : 

Thefc poor people^ vrho had thenj-^/ 
fclves a family of children, were alarmed 
at the chara(ftcr arid pbwer of the new- 
Count : Graffi whofe fears were irritated; 
by his wife, defircd to leave a place whecC) 
he dreaded tiie tyrHnny of its vprefcnt: 
poffcflbrj lie had wages due to himi and. 
dared not demand them; while the poor 
old man, to whofe zeal I owed my pite- 
fervation, was fearfwi of flaying, yet un- 
willing to leave a fpot. where he had 
paffcd the beft part of his life, and where 
he hoped to iiave ended it in peace. Half 
infenfrble, fomerimes funk in frupor, and 
art others talking incoherently, I heard by 
inatches^ and imperfcdlly ucdcr(lood,-their 
' • : . debates. 
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debates. -When I coUlct comitiarnd my 
rccoMe<ftlon, I tried ta thitifc flboikHly.on 
what I ought to do, anid how I coiiki 
once more fee my father afld Gertrude, 
' and "then die ; .for fuch wasmy weakndffs 

Trom lofs of bfood, and from jhe fever 
which was the confcquence of my wound, 
that the fpirit natural to my age and cha- 
radler was funk, and I was incapable of 
forming any other wi(h than to rcfign my 

being, fince hope formed to be excluded 
from my future life. 

Such an advantage has a found and 
vigorous conftitution, and fo ftrong arc 
the powers- of nature at itiy age, that 
without any other help than what Hans 
and his family gave me, I recovered aU 
moft infenfibly — my fever was gone, and 
the wound in my h^ad, only by having 
my hair cut off, and the application of 
warm water, began to cicatrifc. I was 
capable, after a day or two more had 
paffed, of fitting up — but the pain I felt 
both in my head and heart icemed to bow 

F 3 me 
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sne to die earth. T crept out of the 
wretched cabiii.-^] gazed on the woods 
that furrminded it^ and looked up at the 
fummer iky, but all feemed clianged^ and 
I doubted whether I. was not in the de- 
Krium of a fever, or had not by fomc 
accident loft my fenfes. Alasi it was 
at) but too reaU->I aflced of my faithful 
T)ld friend^ who hardly cvtr left me, hO!«r 
much time had. paficd fince I became 
. incapable of reckoning its.courfe^ and bis 
anfwer informed me, that on the very day 
I made thi3 enquiry undtr fuch circum- 
ftances, I was to have been the.hulband^ 
of Gertrude] . 

With returning ftrength^ however, re» 
turned my fcnfc of injury and thirft of 
fedrcfs. .Redrefs ! — where and how w^s 
I to feek it ?. J applied to Hans for in- 
formation— I learned that none were ad-, 
mitted.to enter the paftje, nor within the 

walls of the court- yards that furround it; 
that the old fervams had been paid and dif- 
mifled^with orders not to remain withm the 

domain , 
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tfomain ) thatthe farmers and peafancs who 
had been accuftomcd to fupply the family 
were never fuffcred co approach nearer 
than the outward gate» where cendnek 
ftill remained ^ and that the former cha« 

tader and prefent proceedings of the 
great Count had in^ired the inhabitants 
of the furrounding couniry with fo much 
terror^ that there was none who dared 
hazard any thing for me, who, though 
they loved and pided> they could not 
afSft. The old man wept as he told me 
all this, mingling his narrative with ex- 
hortations to me to have patience, and 
not to hazard my deftrudlion by going to 
the caftlc, where he aflured me it was 
impoffible I could fee my father, and 
where it was certain I fliould meet my 
own death ; for there could be no doubt 
but that my brother thirftcd after my life, 
and that the only reafon I had hitherto 
efcaped enquiry was, that the great Gount 
believed me already dead t 

F4 Amt 
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And this was a brother ! — a^man born 
of the fame parents!' one who could 
icarcely rccolleft me otherwife than as an 
infant, and whom I never could have of- 
fended* Gracious God ! is it poffiblc 
tharpainons thou haft implanted can thu$ 
pervert the human heart ?— ah no! it is 
the abofe of thofe paffions, from the cooi- 
Vcntions, the prejudices of fociety, that 
ihus^deforxn the heart of man^ and flifk 
all the genuine propenfitres.of his nature 
It was ambition, avarice, and luft of 
power, that had made the Count what 
fie was, a parricide, and the murderer df 
his father and his brothers yet he had no 
fon, nooe for whofe advantage he w^ 
urged to t he fe. crimes, and it had long 
been underftood that he was eft ranged 
irom his married brother by fome difr 
fcrcnce in political opinion : the other of 
my father's fons was employed in nego- 
; dating fome military bufincfs iji England, 
but likd he been at Vienna as well as the 
- fccond, I had no rcafon to believe either 

of 



of them would refent my injuneSj or affift 
mc to revenge them, for their jealoufy of 
my favour with my father was equal to 
the Count's, and they had treated me iii 
the very little communication they had 
held with him with malignant difdain: 
yet, on rcflcding oii all the circum- 
ftanccsof my prefeht condition, itlcemed 
as if the atrocity of niy eldeft brother 
would be (b difgraceful to his family, that 
It muft revolt the other two j and I de- 
termined, after I had made an attempt to 
ipeak to my father, to feek my beloved 
Gertrude ; endeavour to bid her adicii for 
ever with" fortitude^ for I could not now 
cxpefit, beggar as 1 was, ever to call her 
mine, and then to go to Vienna, and if my 
brother* repuMed me to attempt laying 
my caft before, the Emperor, who furely 
muft have been* deceived when he autho* 
rifed the meaflires the Count had taken^, 
and fent his military to enforce them. 

But this pian, rational as it appeared', 
and as I endeavoured to reprcfent it to 
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Hans, did not preclude me from anotbdr^ 
in which vengeance rather than reafoo 
diflated— I deiired above all o^er things 
to find myfelf in the prcfcntc of tbU 
brother. Infamous as his condaft hac} 
been towards me, I ihuddered at th$ 
thoughts of Gaining my foul with hi$ 
blood i yet called upon to rcyenge, and 
if poffible to relieve my father, I felt that 
the ties be had broken I ought >not to re** 
member, and that in fetting my life againil 
his, I ikould either lofe what he had made 
a burthen to me, or rid the world of a 
parricide and a monftcr. > > 

Having once formed my rcfolution, I 
endeavoured to calm my mind, that I 
might regain ftrengtb enough to execute 
it. In four or five days after I had Ififk 
my wretched bed, and had accuftomed 
myfelf to the air, Ithought myfelf capabfe 
of beginning this peritous exploit. Four* 
teen days had gone by fince Hans had 
refcued me from the hazard of perifhing 
io the. woods, and being dcvQurcd by 

the 
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die animaU fbrnijerljr the objefta of 09^ 
ipoit. ^ 

I infifled on the dkl nian^ leaving ne 
on the preceding n^ht^ and told him jhat . 
all the fcrvice he could then do me woulcl 
be to keep m3r fecrer» and wait till he 
Keatd better tiding$ of me. I had nothing 
to^give him in reward of all his fervices. 
but the litde money I had about ;ne and 
my watch*— he refufed to take aajr things 
Md waft (6 hurt at my believing he wouki 

aieccpt of fucfc a teconipeBce> that I de* 
ifted fiom preflkipi ic I afluredhimhe 
ttkoM fsHHk liear of me» and that what* 
ever rnghn be mgr fanimc9^ I (boukl aU 
ynfg coAfidcr him aa the prefevcr of tof 

HAh-* wie then parted 

Befoie the dawn of the following dqr 
I kftdiii tempoiaty lhel(cr> and took my 
way t9W4uds Ac houfe of my anccftors ^ 
but my "appearance wa^ (6 changed^, that 
1 4id not t%pc& to be known there eveoc 
if any of its fovmer inhabitants bad met 
SDC^ My hair wai cut o^ and my head 

F 6 bound 
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bbuhd up in liticn, and covered with a 
pcafant's wolf-fkin cap. The hunting* 
dPefs lyufually wore I had exchanged 
lyith Graaf for a coarfe working jacket^ 
my face 'was pale' and ghaftly, and my 
feeble fteps were fupported by a ftick. 
Unarmed and defencelefs^ I thus intended 
"to put myfclf in che power of my brother 
by demanding to fee him ; and reprpach^ 
ing him with hi^ inhumanity, to call upon 
him as a cavalier, as a gentleman, to givi^ 
itie fatisfaftion. This laft refqlutiony 
however, I had adopted as I walked, for 

my intention in Exchanging my clothes 
had been to try to obtain, while unknoWFi^ 
^mifllon into; the. i^ftle, for whacqver 
precautions had been taken .%gainil: fuch^ 
iDtruGon, I believed I could counteraft. 
©n more mature fefledion, however, J re- 
jested this ""plan as d^rading, and un- 
worthy of me. I fcorned to enter in any 
dther charader than my owji the houfe 
of my father; and as for the humble and 
forlorn appearance I niade> it was for him 

- ; to 
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to blufh who had reduced me to it, by 
aiming at my life. 

Wiien I approached the houfe k was 
about nine o^lock. T. walked round the 
outward Wajl^ and looked towards thft 
apartments over the terface^ whfchJiad 
been named to me as cbofe inhabited by 
my father. All the windows that I could 
iee were (hut. Immediately behind die 
houfe was a fteep aclivicy, ufx a. part of 
i^hichthe gafden cncbfure fan, and .from 
among the trees' that grew there andhimg 
over the waU/ might be difcerncd a great 
parr or th€ garden and'tht old if regular 
buiWings of that fide of the houfe wfiffcS 
looked into it. I was ftrtmgl^ tempted tb 
try if 1 couM not get over this wall by the 
afliftance of the boughs. ' In tny'bbyilA 
days I had often done it in fpbr^t; it coulj 
not, I thoi^ht> be very difficult now* 
What was to become of me aftcrwaras, 
I ft^iid not to confider ; but having momit<^ 
cd a tree, though by no means with m 
former aflivity/ 1 let myfclf down wit 

cafe 
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cafe bn th€ other fide, and direded my 
way to a door, which would let me mto 
tbc apartments immediately under my 
Other's. After what I had heard, 1 was 
lurpriled to fheec no one at this door. I 
epened it, and pafled through the lower 
looms I they appeared to be deferted. I 
ifcended the ftair cafe, and ftttt met np 
one. Th<High I faw arms lay i» a windpw 
leatt and beks and aceoutremeats belong* 
ing to foldiers, as if it had been a ca&n^i. 
of courfe I exped^d so ncet tbe pcrfom 
so whom thefe belonged f but tbroygh the 
four hrge rooms that led to my Other's,, 
f pa0M without feeii^ an kuman beings 
The weatbcf waa warm> foi it was early 
fommer^aBd tkefe doois were all open» 
1 law that the door of the h& room waa 
alio open» and i trembled lead in entering 
I fliould find only the inanimaie corpfe ol 
him whom 1 foughtj^ and at that moment I 
forgot the ftrange appearance I made. I 
was capable of thinking only of my father. 
1 ftopped^ and 1 breathed with difficulty i 

there 
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did*e wiM ft flight noife in thie room^ and 
a little French fpaniel^ of which the okt 
Count had long been fondi tame ftmning: 
towards me. She jumped arouild me» 
barked> licked my hands, and (hewed thole 
figns of joy with Which that faithful and 
iehfible antmar the dog, exprefles its plea<- 
fure at the fight of a perfon to whom it is^ 
attached. I ftepped forwardj Mimt bound"- 
ing before me ; I was in the room, I (kw 
my &therj and in another ftep I was in hta 
arms. He knew me^ changed^ and dis* 
figured as I was; or rather he thought 
it the ghoft of bis lamented Leopold> 
and overcome with variety of emotk>ns> 
he funk in a fainting fit, and without 
my fupport would have fallen on the fk>ori^ 
So long did he continue in this ftate,. that 1 
imagined he was gone for ever. He opened 
his eyes ; 1 fpoke to him, and conjured 
him to recotlcdl himfelf> and tell me what 
I could do to prevent our being again di- 
vided. He feemed to excrt all his re^ 
knaining ftrength^ and with great dHficuky^ 

I learned^ 
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learned/ that his eldeft fon had taken 
poffcfliorv of every thing, and had deprived 
Jaim, under pretence of his having fallen 
into a ftate of mental imbecilicy,. of all 
powrr over his vaffals or bis efVa^e,; and 
having poflrcflcd himfelf of all the pro- 
perty he had iavecj^ and taken away aU 
the deeds and waitings that were of any 
.knport^nce^ he bad depicted that (norning^ 
leaving a ioft of iitewarc^ befides the man 
be found there iiJ thai ftatix?T»^^nd whq had 
always been in his intcrcft, with a guard 
to prevent an pcrfon's interfering to reftore 
him to bis rig))ts^ , **, And you, my JLeot 
pold,/* faid the venerabje unhappy manj, 
*• thej; have driven you from your father i, 
yoo were the otycA of their abhorrence,, 
only becaufc you wei^e delervedly dear to 
me. But wherefore fo altered I what has 
befallen you?, why this fqualid drefs, and 
thefc pale and feaggaij-d looks ?" 

To tell hini what had already happened 
to me, was, I thought,, to deftroy hini,.and 

by fo cruel a fliock to difmifs the little 

remains 
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remains of life which but faintly: animated 
his frame. Inftead, therefore, of anfwer- 
log his questions about myfelf> I befought 
him not to think of me, but to teli ni^ 
whether there were any jncans left of 
our efcapirig together. " Let but your 
injuries be known, my dcarefl: father^'* 
cried I, " and they^ will inftantly be re- 
dreffcdj every feeling heart, every brave 
arm, will be cnlifted in y our fer vice/'— 
•• Ah Leopold,'* replied he, ** indulge nor, 
my fon, thefe vifionary hopes 5 remain not 
here — your lifci— Ohl I am but too well 
convinced your life will not be fafe ; fly 
then Leopold, fly thefe fatal walls, and let 
jne live ftill in you ! Heaven ahandon3 
me in my old age ; it wil^ to your merit be 
more indulgent.. Why fhould I wi(h to 
Irve to. experience the bitternefs of de- 
pendence on my ungrateful fons, and to 
fee them perfccute thee? I will not curfe 
them, I eopold y no, I do not wi(h to curfe 
them but on thy account, unfortunate boy! 
1 can with difiiculty forbear. Hark! did 
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ROti hear thefe keepers coming who are 
fet over me?" Yest They have takea 
advantage of the firft hcnir of their Lord*s 
abfence^ to give way to indulgences which 
his prefcnce retrained, and they have (laid 
unufually long at their meal ; but they re- 
turn^ they approach* Fly Leopold) trjr 
to cfcape their notice^ or you will, like me^ 
be a prifoner/' I had no heHtation ' ia 
determining not to fly. " No^my fathjer,** 
cried I» embra^cing his knees as I knelt 
before him^ " it is for me you have fufFercd 
this unnatural treatment; your tender- 
xiefs for me has excited the brutal rage of 
my cruel brother^ and xiow I once more 
ice you, force only, the laft compulfiow, 
Ihall tear nle from yoii.'* There was no 
time for him to contend longer againft this 
rcfolution, for the pcrfons he fpokc of 
werd already in the room. 

Cowardice is always the accompaniment 
of guilt. Thefe ruffians^ furious and armed 
as^they wcre> trembled and turned pale at 
the fight of a pallid looking and dcfencelefs 

young 
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young man proftrate in anguifh before an 
injured father. They were ftrangers to mf 

\ per foiij but foon learned who J was. I really 
believe that> prepoffeffed with a nodon of 
sny d^ath, and not being able to compre<« 
hendhow I came thither^ the fuperftition of 
their country for a nrioment predomrnated 
and unnerved their arms. I fpoke, and 
they recovered of their terror, and both 
together advancing towards mc, were 
about to fcize me/when fnatchingup the 
iron with which the fire in the ft.oves are 
fed, and which, as my father had ftill fire 
in his room of a nighti was the only thing 
within my reach J I told them, that who- 
ever attempted to touch me, fhould feel 

that I had ftill life and ftrcngth enough 
left to prevent my being fo difgraced. 

The noife however that all this made^ 
brought three of their affociates inta the 

room. I was foon overpowered, rather 
however by the fight of my father> ago- 
nies, than by their numbers. I enjoined 

him 
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'himfo keep up his refolution, to renicrrt- 
t)er that heaven would avenge a father's 
injuries, and to be in no pain for my lif(;» 
' which I knew they dared not touch* X 
then fufFered two of them to go with mc 
to the door, the principal remaining with 
my father i and I own I was not wichr 
out hope that I could niakc fome impref- 
iion on thcfc men. They however aa- 
fwercd nothing to the arguments I iifed,. 
but led me in filence iato a room, for- 
merly ufed as a prifon for delinquents on 
the extenfive feudal territories belonging to 
the caftle. There they waited with me till 
he who had the chief diredion appeared. 
They then left me with him^^ and when! 
looked on his countenance, I had indeed 
much lefs hope of being heard. 

This man was cool and plaufible,, and 
Vis features exprefled villany and cunning. 
He rather aifFc<5led humility, and in anfwcir 
to my loud and haughty interrogatories 
as to the right by which they detained me, 
or imprifoncd th€ Lord of that manfion,. 
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lie beg^n an elaborate defence of bis Lard's 
proceedings, to which I wotild not attempt. 
to Hften. HoYwver, my <:uriofity was in 
fomerdegree awakened, when in anfwer to' 
my reproaching him as being one of the 
aflaRihs commiffioned by my brother to 
murder me, he protcfted with a foleiftn 
aSr, that no injury whatever had btfen in- 
tended me j ^hat the Count had merely 
Ordered me to be dented admit tance, and 
did not even now Icnow what had been 
whifpered among the perfons that guarded 
the houfc,' that I had been ft ruck by a 
foldicr on the head oti rriy attempting to* 
tut him down wiih a hangar, and he and' 
his comrade believing me dead, and fright- 
ened at ha-vrng fo much exceeded their 
orders., had carried me into, a wood, and 
laid rrie near a bye-path, where they hoped 
I might be fuppofcd, to have fallen by 
other hands. 

. Though, I did not believe this ftory, I 
i^w that fome ady^ntage might be made 

of 
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ofic I demanded the refoit to be re- 
ftcred, firft to the privilege of feeing my 
fiither^ and then to liberty. The man 
declared his own readinefs to do this^ but 
lamented that the (blemo oath he had 
taken to be faithful to his employer^ put 
it out of his power till he had received his 
direAions^ for which he aflured me he waa^; 
about inftandy to difpatch a meiTcnger. 
HekftmCj carefully fecuring the door, 
aiid I faw him no more ; but in an hour 
afterwards two men with piftols in their 
girdles, whofe appearance marked them as 
fit for any mifchicf, brought me in fome 
food and wine. They were as filent as 
mutes, only, when I defired that if I was 
to ftay there all night, I might have a bed, 
they replied that they had diredions to 
bring one. It was evident that I was 
now a prifoncr, and I was to make up my 
mind to remain fo at lead till the pleafurc 
of the great Count Ihould be known* 
Good God ! what were then my reflecr 
tions ! Here in the very houfe where 

3 Gertrude 
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Ccrtrudc was e'er now to have bcea iAint$ 
I was a miferablc captive. And what 
<:ould flie think of my dtfappearance ? 
Perhaps my real fituation^ and the change 
dhat had happened atZoIna being unknown 
to her, (he might be conjeduring what 
-could have kept me from her^ and be cor-* 
menting herfelf with the idea of having 
fo unworthily beftowed her aSediofts 
jupon one who could forget and negkA 
her. Thefe and a thoufand diftraAing 
ideas affiled me^ while my apprehenfions 
for the life of my father were equally over- 
whelming ; under my prefent circum«^ 
ftances I leemed to be deprived of all 
power of allifting cither the one or the 
othert and was probably condemned td 
linger out my ufelefs and miferable dayd 

in prifon» 

The fame men whom I had feen before 
brought me a bed^ with whatever was ne- 
ceflkry for ftiy repofe, and furnifhed me 
at the fame time with a change of linen ; 
and they fupplied me alio with fupper, yet 

were 
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were invincibly filent, and I imagined that 
fuch as mine might be the feelings of the 
wretched men who, born the Collateral 
relations of the Turkifii tytant, are con- 
demned to imprifonmcnt and the bow- 
firing. 

- Atlengthmy inflexible attendants left mc. 
It was midnigtit. I liftened to the ftriking 
of tire great "clock, which I had fo often 
heard undw circumftances how difFerexit ! 
But no other found broke on the air,;^nd 
the new inhabitants of the caftle feemed to be 
Aink in profound rcpofe. I then went roijad 
ihc chamber to try if my ^fcape was by 
any means to be effcfted 5 buj I well 
knew, th^ if precautions had been taken 
to fexHH-c the dpors, which there was no 
yeafon to -doubt, there was nopoflil?ility of 
my getting out. The windows wer-e near 
|he roof, at lead fifteea feet above my head, 
and the wall, which was plaiftered, inclined 
inward; nor was there any means of getting 
vp to the windows, as there was nothing 
t\ the room but a finglc chair, and the bed 

^ on 
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on the grailnd. I tried the doofs in vainf 
•—they were originally ftrcngthcncd with, 
pieces of iron, and thcfe had recently 
been replaced, where^ from negle<^, 
they had been fufFered to fall ; fo that the 
faftenings were ftrongcr than when the 
place had been deftined, in remote and 
more barbarous times, to the confinement 
of malefadors J or thofe who, in the feu- 
dal fyftem, were adjadged to be fuch, 
Thefe doors opened inward j and no 
ftrength that L could apply had the fmall- 
eft cfFc6t in moving them. Here then 
I was to remain— here I was perhaps to 
die. More than two hours pafTcd in 
imagining contrivances to efcape, but 

they failed as foon as they were fuggeftcd i 
my mind was chained as well as my per- 
fon, -and the moft agonizing refleftions 
prevented my eluding my miferies by 
tranficnt forgetfulnefs. All thcfe dread- 
ful fcnfations were new to me j^ never till 
. this mifcrable ,hour had I contended with 
adverfity -, and I had known forrow only 
Vol. IV. G in 
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in the relation of others, which I had for 
the moft part the power to relieve. 

It were necdlcfs to dweH on this fcenc 
of defpair— excefs of fatigue overcame, 
at Icaft partially, the wretchcdncfs of my 
mind; yet incapable of forgetting myfelf, 
1 dofed rather than flcpt, when I fancied 
J heard feme pcrfon foftly unlocking and 
unbarring the door on the other fide, I 
ftarted up, liftened, and perceived it more 
diilinflly : the perfon feemed unwilling 
to awaken me, for very deliberately and 
flowly the faftenings were removed, and 
the door opened. I looked towards it, and 
expefled lo fee fome man enter ^ho was 
•commiflTioned to murder tne ; I bcheld,how- 
ever, infleadof an affaffin, a female figure 
—(he bore a lamp in her hand, and with . 
flow "and trembling ftcps approached me 
—I knew it to be a young woman called 
Therefa, the daughter of the ftcwar(| 
Graab. I exprtfltd furprife to fee her; 
and could not help exclaiming that I 
expected a very diftcrent vifitor. Terefa 

tried ^ 
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tried td fmilc— ** Ah ! Count Leopold,*? 
faid the foft-h'earted girl^ ** how fad a 
pkce is this for you !— and how greatly do 
I dread that — " v . 

'^Tcll me," faid I, " my friendly 
Thcrcfa, what I have to fear ?'* 

" Every thing,** replied (he ; «* at kaft 
I cannot help putting the word conftruc^ 
tion on what I hear and fee going on, 
though my father"— She hefitated, as if 
unwilling to proceed. ' 

*^ And where is your father ?*' faid I. 

** He is in the houfe/' rcpKed the in- 
terefting girl ; " but ah ! Count Leo- 
pold, you cannot be ignorant that he has 
never been your friend ; and he has ^U 
ways, I know, held a correfpondcnce with 

your elder brothers— but every body. 
Sir/* continued Ihd, a faint blufti dealing 

over her pallid cheek, " is not of my fa* 
therms mind, and I wifh-~perhaps — " 

"Perhaps!" cried T, eagerly feizing 
her hand — ** Perhaps, fwcet Thercfa, you 
can affift me to cfcape from hence ?^— yet ' 

G 2. for 
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fiif)'ti^Myl)rl4:l •^oujcjnot diftrcfs you hy. 
•mbfJoiKog yogi with ypifUr. father'*-^ 

*^ {•can»('^ fsddfl^iai^tpeanng'to acquire 
new courage as (he fpokc—*** I came, 
Count Leopold, dctCfihincdtQ rjfk every 
thing to favc ym fronj the peril you arc 
fft-??lH>c there is noi a moment to lofe. 
Will ydu fuffcr mjC to be the means of 
Jhcwing the gratitude, tp yoyr ^mily 
' whicK my.ifather dirc<ft? (o differently— 
will you follow me ?" 

^ VV^illI, my am-i^bie Th^refa P^Yies, 
furcly — and my heart will always acknow- 
k^ge my bencfeftrcfs.'* 

^* I tremble fo much," faid (he, " that 
Ifliall be.unabje^o conduft yoUif I do not; 
go direftly* Comie, I befeech you— axio-? 
ther moovenf* and all may be loft." 

Thcrefa then again opened the door 

by which (he ha4 entered j it led up a 
narrow flight of ftcps, terminated in a 
ftonc gallery, where there was another 
door equally ftrong. I afllftcd to open itj^ 
forit w^s very heavy, and intreated her, 

as 
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as we paufcd there a niomenr,.to.tell mc 
if what (he was 6oing through kindnefs to 
me might not be injurious to herfclf.— • 
" Your fafher,*' 'fakl I, "perhaps will 
ill treat you, for yoUr part in it cannot 
furcly be concealed." At that moment 
^ guftof wind rufliingwith violence along 

prced the heavy door from 
^er feeble hands as we pa (Ted through it> 
and it fliut with a^ loud' hoife' that echoed 
throughout the whole building-^-** Haften 
for heaven's fake,'* cried ihe— " haften, 
or I fhall have hazarded alj this in vain. 
The alarm is given !-^ohl >va(le not a 
irjinute." I followed, or ra^ther fgpportcd 
her along through two or other pafl!igb* 
and' at length to a dppr whith fled from 
without to that part of the houfe where 
her father's offices were. Breathkfs With 
hafteand terror^ (h*c cwild (caret a^ift jmi 
to open it — (carte find voice to conjure me 
in a whiTper to haften and conceal myfclf in 
the woods. To have lingered while I de- 
clared my gratitude, would not have fcrved 

G ;j my 
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my geirerous protcftrcfs; and fhc animated 
my Ipced by faying—** Jf you would fave 
your father, fly." 

I was inftantly in a fort of court, fcpa- 
rated only by -a paling from the grounds 
arourid the caflle, and immediately fprang 
away towards the woods, with every 
path and inequality of which I was 
well acquainted. Concealed amid the 
thickeft of my paternal fhades, I flopped 
to regain my breath and rccolleftion. 
1 Uftcned— there was no found brought 
by the wind from the now hoftilc walJs 
I bad left. I hoped my generous con- 
duftrcfs had returned to her own apart- 
ment ; then aftonilhed to find I had fo 
* fuddenly regained my liberty, I paufcc| to 
confider the ufc I fhould make of it. 

To find Gertrude, relate what had thus- 
forcibly, divided us, and bid her a laft 
farewell, was what mod immediately oCt 
cupied my thoughts : then, too, another 
rcafon occurred why I Ihould' jiaften to 
Ronlitz-^Ebendorf, who had himfclf fcU 

the 
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the heavy hand oC pcrfccution, would 
furely be eager to exert himfclf in behalf 
of his fufFering friend j he would interfere 
to mitigate the harfhnefs of his confine- 
ment^ perhaps go farther^ and enable ine 

to avenge it. 

•J - - 

Thefe con fide rations determined me to 
bend my fteps thither. The fummer 
night, clear, and with a brifk wind, was 
favourable to nfiy intentions: I walked on 
^s alertly as my weaknefs, which I now 
again felt, allowed me. I had foon left 
Zolna fome miles behind ; but at the 
dawn of day I was ft ill among the moun- 
taiin foreftsj and flill at a great diftance 
pot only frojn Ronlitz, but from any habi- 
tation of man. The rcfrefhment I had 
taken in. my prifon enabled me ftillto 
perfcvere. I pafled among the deep de» 
files of thefe (lupendous hilKs j and as chey 
grew more afpiring and rugged, the tor- 
rents- which were formed by the fnows . 
that croAvned them, though they fome- 
timcs impeded my paffage, refreshed me 

G 4 with 
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with their cool waters. The chefnuts arrd^ 
other wild fruits were not yet ripe, but 
I fomewhat appeafed my hunger by a 
^ecies of mufliroom that 1 gathered 
growing about the r6ots of the bcccfv 
trees. 

At length the (hades that had hitherto . 
flieltcrcd me ceaff d ^ I ftill knew nearly 
the tradl it was ncceflary to obfcrve, 
having fo frequently hunted in this coun- 
try that no part of it within forty miles 
was unknown to me, but I h^d taken a 
way for the convenience of keeping, 
among the woods, which conflderably 
lengthened my paffage to Ronlitz i and 
I believed 1 was ftill at lead five leagues 

{iom it, and affurcdly could not^reach it 
till the following day. ,1 followed there- 
fore the courfe of one of thofc mountain 
toi rents Ulad before croffcd, believing it 
would lead, me to feme cottage of the 
herdimen,^ who at certain fealons drive 
their^ cattle -to browze among jhe long 
lines of heathy and rough land that run 
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Up rmiw^ chefe Alpine heigftci. I fovmd^ 
afcef walking ciil I wts nearly exhaufted^ 
fueh an hue ; biic ic was cheti wichovt Mf 
inhabitant* There jwms very little to ft* 
tisfy my hanger ; a few roots and coarft 
chcefc fecir.cd to form the fole fudenantft 
of the humble occupier of this lorte abodes 
The ftrcam that ran brawling before it, 
however, afforded me drink, and I t<)ok 

without fcruple what there was to eat^ 
then, exhauf^cd with fatigue, I threw 
myfclf on a ttiat covered with dried ferrl. 
and (hcep-fkins, which fcrved the moun-^ 
tainter for a bed, anc^defpite of all that 
1 had fu#^red and all I feared, flcep be^ 
fViendtfd me fbr many hbarsi ^ I Was the b 

(uddenly a«^akc^ed by^tlier^rftWnce 6f my 
hoft with his dbg^ : Be cxpi^efled a gi*eat 
deal bf MJ^rifc atifefeii^ meiiahctiaefcoftdd 
ttit with left hSDfpicalitf thahtfVxpddVcdi 
but wticvi I c4cviatbd. uponr h& tJviHty 
I forgoi] tHe ' figilrei I imsde^ amfnhat I 
^auPnb'ioDg^t iDcrtrnt ^ Lexxf^oid; wiio Was 
HQ;!&M^^uik^fA^(\iic and! reipb<3:/iwtfeivi> 
.^ vG 5 V ever 
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ever chiance fed him into the caWn ofa 
peafant^and I was at firit fhocked b)& 
the rqdenefs with which he accofted and 
enquired of me, in a language as rough as 
his appearance, what I did there ? Not 
naturally inhuman, however, the favage- 
nefs of his afpefl and manner difappeared 
when I told him that I wa^ a dependent 
of Count Sommerfeldt's, of whom he h^d 
heard, though his temporar)^ rcfidcncic 
was more than twenty mi^es from Zoln^;. 
he had heard too the charafter of the 
great Count, ^nd' his compaffion was ex- 
cited when he Je^rned that I had^been 
driven from. Zolna by Lhis^/me^ns^f.-j | 
I thought! it not fafc to. entruft rhim wkh 
my re^l najpc, ,4^"? gave him to u^d^rr^ 
fland that L^as not, poor as my appear-? 
pnce might .b,e^ d€ftitute;of mone/ to la- 
^isfy him /dr^ the food I ha^ taken. . To 
that he :fefcmedJndiflrcfcnt,and with. gen-? 
iiinei^tho^gV>iCoarfe hofpjtaliiy^ produced 
a focncwbati Jw:tttr:rep^ft io£ dried -beef 
and! ryfc-bf ead; He : ^a$ not Jxntirely 
) > i) without 
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without his luxuries ; a fermented Jiquor^ 
made of the tops of the fpruce fir, and 
nearly refembling what I have heard is a 
common drink in America, fupplied, and 
not badly, the place of beer. I partook 
of his meal, and then informed hi^i that 
I had friends at Ronlitz, to whom, in tny' 
prcfent diftrefs, it was my intention to 
apply ; but feared I had deviated very much 
froni the road thiiher. It was an inex- 
preffible relief to me to Icafn that I was 
not above three hours cafy^ walking from, 
the place where I dcfired to be*. He 
inhabited, he faid, with his wife and chil- 
dren, a village not^ more than a league 
and an half from Ronlitz, and he would 
fHew me a way over the mountains which* 
would bring me thither before night-faU, 
I would have paid him for his.aOiftance 
as well as his ho(pitality, but he would 
accept nothing j and yielding to my eager 
folicitation to fct forward, he confcnted to 
ga, though he had paffed the preceding 
night on the hills with bis herds, and 4id 

G 6 • not 
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not intend returning thither till the fol- 
loWirig day. 

We began our walk then. I felt my- 
fclf refreftied by food and repofe, and was 
fo impatieni to reach Ronlitz, that for 
fome time I fcemed not to feel the ground. 
My friendly herdfman carried mc through' 
woody hollows and over rugged points, 
by paths which I (hould not have found 
without his afliftahce. -The way was 
rather laborious than long, and at lengthy 
as the, fun was declinine:, we reached the 
bare fuifimit of one of the higheft^ridges 
of mountain rock, and in the valley under 
ill faw Ronlit2J. The attendance of my 
f uftic guide then became unneceflary ; he 
was impatient to return to his bufincfs— 
I was equally defirous to be left alone, and 
wc parted. 

When he wais gone, my thoughts,, 
which had till then been in fome degree 
diflTipated by the fpeed and difficulties of 
our manch, returned with an undcfcribabJc- 
complication of fcntiments .to the fcene 

I was 
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I was about to cnt^r upon, I faw beneath 
me its windows blazing with the^bright 

.rcflefted rays of the fctting fun, the houfe 
that contained Gertrude. The objeft of 
my fondeft hopes was there, lovely as^ when 
we laft parted, but the hope that thea 
animated my exiftence was loft, cruflied 
for ever, and I was now to fee her only to 
bid her and happinefs an eternal farewell. 
*' How if (he Ihould fcorn me, drive 
me from her with contempt? Could 
my reafon rrfift^fuch a (hock? But 
it was impoffible Gertrude could be fo 
drucl. No, (he would foothe me with 
that tendernels which 1 had {ttxi her on 
fcveral occafions (hew towards the wretch-' 
cd J fhc would wtep over me. Once 
more I Ihouldprefe her to my heart j tbq 
delicious tears with which love had once 
filled her foft eyes, would now fall in pity 
of the wretched Leopold's misfortyncsi 
they WQiUd (bed balm on .my wogndied 
heart, and give m^ courage to bid hef 

' farewell; 
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farewell. Oh no! I could not bear her 
cotnpaffion ; it would drive, me to m^d- 
nefs. I could not fee her tears, I could 
not fee her now with the dreadful idea of 
its being the laft time. I could not hear 
her voice, confirm our eternal feparation. 
It would be better, far better to die, than 
cxpofe my fclf tq encounter this infup- 
portable> this exquifite mifery.'* Such 
were my confuted thoughts, and I became 
breathleft and giddy through the force of 
thefe contending fenfations j I was obliged 

to fit down on the edge of the precipice^ 
to recover myfelf fufficiently toj-each the 
vale. The day was now clofing ; the laft 
rays of the iun half fhadowcd ^by rofy 
clouds, were reflefted on the lake of 
Ronlitz, which fpread its tranquil mirror 
almoft four leagues to the weft. " There, 
even there on the banks of that^ water, 
where not a month fince we were walk- 
ing together, and with her arm within 
mine, were indulging dreams of future 
felicity. There Ihe perhaps is now wan- 
dering 
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;dering alone ; there perhaps (he is trying 
16 conquer by reafon the unfortunate af- 
fection (he bore me^ and meditating bow 
to return to her own country, and forget 
the wretched man to whom ihe can never 
be uniied. I will fee her hbwever >*' cried 
I, ftitrting up in a ftate of mind, not at 
that moment very remote from frenzy; ** I 
will fee her; oh ! it were comparative happi- 
neftto die at her feet. But my father ! Shall 
J forfake my poor imprifoned fathfcr, and to 
efcape angutfli- myfclf; fly from the- laft 
duty I have to fulfil !" : 

To think longer wo^ld only be to ag- 
gravate my torments. J thercifore ruflied 
4o,wn 5he. precipice, and wa$ very foon at 
ithe putward gate of, RonUtsr Caftle#. J 
enter5d ^t^efrft courts (h^Mi^^ond wa? 
furrounded by a deep fofle, . filkd wijt^ 
tljje; Jiving waters of a'ftrqam which flgwcdi 
/roni ^ thence, into thejaicje.; I croffed tki 
-bridges foipswhat furprifed it the unufual 
.fpJitu4cj.pC the: palace i^ I approached the 
princit)alidooX;>viacre a fervdnr was ufually 
,-.. . in 
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in wiitingi ho one appeared ; I opened ir, 
and croffcd tkt gnc&t f^alH ; ftill i met t\obodf. 
Iwas moreandinoreaflt)mfli«d; what could 
it mean ? .TIjcrc was a light bur ningat the C3P. 
trcmjty i^f jh^ -h^tti it was io a room where 
tlic hin^ft^sd ftrmtrs Wj6rc received, and 
fomctirA^ tntcrtained^; according to the 
feudal cuftonis of that: part of Hungary. 
The ftcward ufually fat there. The door 
wasopen^'l went. ih, .ami I faw by a foH- 
tary candle, with afloniftiment that fcemed 
ta deprive nie for a moment of my facul^ 
ties, that the placed where papers and 
deeds were ufually depofitcd, were fealed 
lip with the Emperor's airttis, in fuch a 
manner as I had heatdvit was ufUal to 
affix ft als ta the confifcated propchy ctf 
perfons imdet^ ftntehce of feanilhmeht b): 
profcription^r ^ 

What was ftoljelievfe ^firom tbti^ alarm- 
ing circumftance^ andUhe deTcfted fl!atc 
of the-houfe ? W1i<:re* was' {?h^ baron, his 
daughter^: and Gertrude ?»'Tliefe que- 
ftions I DOW haflbened to a£k oC ihe fer- 

vants. 
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vants, for fome were furcly to be found 
about the offices; I liftened, and thought 
I heard the founds of 'boiftcrous mirth. 
Totally forgetung that thcfe people, if 
any remained who had -^lived with the 
Baron, would not know me, and incapable 
of attending to anything that related to 
my ovyn fafety, I hurried to the place 
from whence the found proceeded. I 
found there five or fix foldiers, men who 
exaftly rcfcmblcd thofe, wl\om I had 

, fcen in poflefl5on o^Zolna. There were 
women among them^ I was in the midft 

' of them before they npticed me -, one of 
them then darted up, and afliing me what 
the devil I did there, puflicd me rudely 
back, and refufcd to hear me. 1 refitted 
fuch infolcnce, abfolutcly unconfcious that 
my appearance authorifcd thefe favages to 
treat me with indignity. A (hout of cruel 
cpniempt echoed from the brutal group, 
and three of the men failing upon me ac 
once, gave me fcvcral blows, and forced 

^mc violently back towards the aioat^ into 
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which It appeared to be their defign to 
preciphate me i but they conteiucd them- 
felves with thrufling me out at the gates 
of the Court beyond it, which they barrec} 
after chem, leaving me bruifed and bleed- 
ing on the ground. My blood boiled 

w ith fury and indignation in vain ; fcarcc 
could I "keep myfclf from rufiiing on de- 
ftrudion by demanding admittance, and 
expofing tny life to the cowardly violence 
of this defpicciblc rabble i but an appre- 
hcnfion fuddcnly (truck me that unacrvcd 
my' foul, and left mc fufccptiblc^only of 
terror. Was it not pofllblc;, was it not 
even probable> that Gertrude, deprived of 
the protedlion of the Baron, to whom? 
undoubtedly fome misfortune had hap-* 
pened, might be yet within thofe walLs 
cxpofed to the brutal infults of ruffians, on 
whom I could not think without feeling 
all the horrors of impotent rage. Had I 
Jong yielded my mind to tHcfe images, I 
fhould have been feized with raging mad- 
nefs, but they were too acute to be endured 

without 
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without an effort to . relieve myfelf, I 
rofe not without fome perfonal pain from 
the injurious treatment I had received, and 
ftaggcred to the village, a few fcattered 
cottages on the banks of the lake. It had 
feme time been quite dark. The water 
alone was ftill. lighted by the relifls of 
fading day, and its waves broke with a 
low ripplipg murmur againft .the fhore. 
Gertrude in our very laft walk had liftened 
with me to fhc fame foothing fou^. Al-» 
mighty Gqdf from what had I fallen J 
I dared not think^ but haftenlng foi'ward 
hoped to me^t fomCipeafant returning lat^ 
who could tcli tM' what had befbllen the 
BaTOC|,and'Hyherewfre the fprmcr inhabi-. 
lafits of RoiilitZ:^ ^ jT^iSfam? ruin that ha4 
fallen on Zoln^a, feemed to have cxten^<i 
hither its fatal influence. I approached 
the. village hut?i,vtl^ l?umble ovvpers of 
their families were alrc^^dy gone to reft, 
} called, but. no pne anfwered me. t 
beat againjft: the doors, and for window^ 
there were none within my reachi .a ^^dq 



» 'i 
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hole In the roof fcrving for thap purpofe. 
Still no reply. I began to ; believe that 
the fame calamity that; had overwhelmed 
the lord of the foil,* had fwept away its 
labourers in one common ruin. Almoft 
,cxhaufted by agony of mind,, I turned to- 
wards the broad expanfe of water, liardly 
xlimpled by the, night breeze. The tran- . 
quilfity.ofevery thing around me, ajrid the 
tumultofmy agonizing mind, Was ftrikingly 
contrafted. I walked, no longer quite con- 
fcious of my d<:(!s:n, alorJg che Aiafgip of 
the kike^ and felt difpofcd to bury my 
at>gui(h in its calm bofom* Then bccom-^ 
ki'g giddy ind :fick, I tkrcw ftyifelf amdsmg 
fotn^ re6ds and oziers^ ftfird 'fixing my eyes 
fen the water; il6fw almcvft a« Gb1ci>rc h^ th^ 
ifurrounding objefts, I continued to gaz^ 
without any »fixcd intcntron, and in thai 

coryfufion of thoiight which nearly iip^ 
proaches dcliriumr*^* ' ' ^ 

So bewildered were my idtas, that I 
have no clear t^e colled ion of how long I 
remained therd:^'wfetri at i coTifiderabW 

diftancc 
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I 

diftance I faw a> pak light move flo wly 
along the furface of the water. It fcemed 
at fiirft a dclufion, yet 1 ftill watched it, 
and among the fmall aits; that dotted the 
lake, the reedy coverts of fwans, and other 

water fowls, I now faw it glide, and 
now difappear. I liftcned, I bcUeved I 
heard the dafhing of oars, and at length a 
fmall boat with two men it it approached 
the place where I lay. They were pca- 
fants, who had been out to fifli, and were 
coming on Ihore to depofit with their' 
families the produce of their night's labour, 
Suddenly I fpokc to them, and their alarm 
at fuch an unexpe£ted falutation having a 
little fubfidcd, I bcfought them to inform 
me what had happened to the Baron their 

lord, who were in poffcflion of his houfe, 
and what was become of his family? 

Thefe men fuppofed from my appear- 
ance that I was one of their own clafs, and 
they faw that 1 was fcarce able xo fupporc 
myfclf, or to utter the enquiries 1 fo eagcVly 
demanded to have anfwcrcdi With all the 

8 vitb^xi^ 
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urbanity of unfophillicated nature, they 
took me with them into their cottage, and 
invited me to (hare what they had, but 
feemed unwilling to anfwer my queftions. 
My importunity was only redoubled by their 
reludancc. At laft the elder of them faid : 
*^ Ah friend! it is not fafe even for poor 
men as we are to fpeak all we think; no, 
nor even all we knpw. Things were 
othervvife once with Hungarian men/* 

*' But Baron Ebcndorf/' cried I, eagerly 
interrupting him 5 ** tell me, I conjure you, 
where he is, where is his family ?" 

" At Vienna," replied the peafant; 'f but 
exadlly where, I am afraid nobody can telli 
notin his own houfe. He is, poor old gentle- 
man, in fome prifon or other, and there it is 
mod likely he will end his life. We are 
villeins of the Emperor now; the Ba- 
ron our ancient lord's eftates arc all for- 
feited !" 

" Forfeited ! he himfelf a prifoner j and 
his daughter and the young Englifh lady, 
her friend, where are they ?'* 

" None 
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«* None can tell/' replied the man. 
** An order, as it is called, catne down with 
twenty foldiers to make it good j the Baron 
wasputintooneclofecarriage,and the young 
Baroncfs and the ftranger lady into ano- 
ther, and away they were all fent guarded 
in the middle of the night. The fervants 
^ere not fufFered to fpeak to them, but 
were all difmifled the next day, and other 
foldiers arrived and took poflcflion of the 
cattle, and they fay have fealcd up all the 
beft of the gqods, but very little is known. 
We only have been given to underftand 
that we have changed matters, and that 
Ronlitz and all about it belong to the 
Emperor." 

However painful this account was, I 
Ws relieved by knowing that Gertrude was 
removed with her proteftor. I deter- 
mined to follow her to Vienna, fee her, 
and then let fate do what it would with me, 
unlcfs I couid find that by dedicating to 
him the remainder of my wretched life; 
I could mitigate the forrows of my father. 

It 
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. it was cafier however to rcfolve, than 
to, execute my refoliition of going to 
Vicn;ia. I was fo overcome by. anguilh 
of mind and bodily pain, that the bene- 
volent countrymen were moved with cgm* 
paflioq. Their good offices were rCf 
doubled when they knew, .all I thought 
proper to tell them, that I had belonged 
to the Count Sqmmerfeldt, who had un- 
dergone the fame; fate as the Baron, whofc 

humanity and kmdnefs being known to 
me, I had iptended to* feek (helter with 
him when compelled to Ibave Zolna. 
Thcfc honcft and charitable men would 
not fufFer mc to depart till I appeared 
better able to fuftain the fatigue of fuch 
a journey. They told me ihat if I^ould 
. remain with them three days, they would 
carry mc in their boat to the other 
extremity of the lake, which would favc 
me a walk of eleven ycrfts, and that from 
thence I might gain the road leading from 
Clomkioz to Aldenfhcim, where fome 
kind of conveyance might occafionally be 

^ found 
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fotmd to help me on my way. To this 
propofal I agreed. 

By the afliftance of thefe peafants, I 
was cafried about fourteen Englifh miles 
by water, and then found a mati^who tra- 
velled with cutlery goods aboilt the coun- 
try ; and agreeing with him for a fmall 
fum, reached Sarnlitz, from whence 
it wais not difficult to proceed, by various 
humble conveyances, to Vienna. There 
I arrived in a date altogether unlike that 
in which I had once before entered it; fa 
unlikcj indeed, that it was impoffibfc thofe- 
to whom I was known then, fliould recol** 
left nfte now. To fome of therh, how- 
ever, it was neceffary 1 (hbuld reveai my- 
fplf; .and my ifirft care was to alter, 
as much as I eould, ;that appearance of 
fquali^ wretchcdnefs, whkh would pre-*, 
elude me from entering their door^.Thi^ > 
I efFeded by the expenditure of klaioft'aii 
. Ihad in my pocket.; Strange vicilTitudA 
of fortune 1 To this was a^man reduced 
who had never till then known ihe Oighted: . 

. Vol. IV. H ^eov- ^ 
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pecuniary inconvenience : the bitter cup 
ofadverfity was nowacmy lipsr, and! was 
to drain it to the dregs ! 

Equipped in fuch apparel as, though 
huiViWe, would not, I thought, make n\c 
liable to be drivca away by the dbmeflics 
df ihofc to whom I (hould apply, 1 pre* 
fented myfeU at the hdufe of the bifliop 
of Aulnfberg. He had been my father's 
friend, though p( a different reiigion ; he 
was not very diftantly related to my mo- 
ther, and had prafeffcd a particular friend- 
fliip for me, though I had been educated 
on principles he could not approve. 1 
imagined that, by his means^ I (hould 
moft eafily learn what had befallen the 
baron, and how to gainaccefs to him^ or, 
at leaft, to difcoVer where his daughter 
and her friend had taken (belter. All the 
. pcrfons about the houfe of this reverend 
man appeared to be priefts of different or- 
ders and degrees. I informed the firft 
who would liften to me, that 1 was a per- 
fon who had occa{ion for the bilhop's ad- 
> ^ . vice. 



. \ 
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vkc. ^ He imagined it was of fpiritual ad- 
vice I fpokc, and offered to hrear oie him- 
felf, fur^eying me^ however, with a look 
which fignified that either myfclE or noy 
drefs was very little to his tafte. 1 pcr- 
fiftcd, notwithftanding, in nrfy demand 
of being introduced to his Eminence 
(he was a prelate of the higheft rank, and 
poffeffed of an immenfe revenue), His 
Etninence was engaged in fonrie • holy oc-^ 
cupatibn, from which he could; on no ac- 
count, be difturbed. As I knew not whi- 
ther, if not to him, I could repair for cht? 
information 1 defircd, I refolved, how- 
ever repugnant to all my feelings, to wait 
in the anti room^ where 1 foon law aflem- 
bled a number ofperfons, who appeared 
to be one degree abave common men- 
dic^ants. They were attending to receive 
a charitable dole, which his EiT)ihence, at- 
tended by his almoner, diftributed thus 
publicly once a week. There was an 
oftentation in th's which might, hawevei . 
be overk>oked, for the fake of the good k 

H 2 ,, di^dy 
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did r but I ftiould have honoured my cou- 
fin more, if his benevolence had beenixiore 
private. At length, after one of the moft 
painful hours I ever paffed, (for my 
thoughts were at liberty to dwell on the 
extent of my own mifery, and to guef^' 
at the miferies of thofe by whom I was 
furrounded,) the bifliop entered. Till 
t|)en I had never had an opportunity of 
feeing how <3ependence and want debaft 
man, and ^nnake him abjedlly tremble be- 
fore his fellow-crjcature ! I had feen po-^ 
vcrty among the peafants of our moun- 
tains, but in was the poverty of honeft 
induftry — of the hardy inheritor of his 
father's plough, who, labouring the foil 
on which human fuftenance depends, feels, 
that, as long as his health and ftrength laft, 
he is independent, and that he has a right to 
be fupported in his age. But thcfc poor 
emaciated and pallid creatures, jporn where 
inordinate luxury is the creation and * 
the contrail of the moft fqualid poverty, . 
fecmed to have loft all the honeft pride 

which 
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which makes man confcious of his place 
in the world, and they were willing to wait 
on the being who had the power to relieve, 
their wants with the meancft adulation. 

When this ceremony was over, I ftepped 
forvvard, in a manner which would 
better have -become what I had been, 
than what I was. The bifhop retired 
a ftep, as in amazement, and laid^ 
"Young man, what is thy demand?*^ 
** To fpeak to your Eminence alone,- 
replied I. *^ And what is thy bulinefs 
with his Eminence?*' enqutred the aU- 
moner (a fat monk, who now ported him- 
felf between us). «* I fhall tell that to his 
Eminence himfelf,*' replied I. Then ad- 
dreffing myfelf again to him, "Do ydU^ 
not know me, fir?" faid I: "you were 
once well acquainted with your relation, 
Leopold de Sommerfeldt/' He repeated* 
the name^ in a hefitating and faltering 
, voice, adding, "Art thou he?" With- 
out, however, waiting for my anfwer, and 
as if he feared it might produce an expla- 

H 3 nation. 
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1 

ration, which he was willing to avoid be* 
fore fo many wicnefles, he bade the almo- 
ner, conduft me to an apartment, whither 
he would follow. I had fome doubts whe- 
thcr he would not find fome. pretence for 
eluding an interview, which, it waseafy to 
fre, was not pleafant to him. However, 
he foon made his appearance, followed by 
another ecclefiaflic. He waved his hand 
to them both, the almoner having remain- 
ed in the room till then, and they retired. 
When we were alone, the bifliop re* 
.nained filer.t, as if he was uncertain what 
to fay. I began the converfation by afking 
him, whether he knew what had happened 
at ^.olna ? and whether he w^s informed 
of the meafures Count Volgeth had t^kea 
to poffefs himfeif of his father*s eftates, 
btfore the fucct flionr was open to him by 
the coirmon courfe of nature ?— There 
was no occafion for his Eminence's verbal 
anlwer ; his countenance convinced me 
that he was well apprifed of what Vulgeih 
bad done; yet judging, from my manner 

and 
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«ad appcanmce, that I was nor, however 

injured and chjcded, of a humour to fuf- 
fer infult without refentment and re- 
fiftance, he appeared unvyilling to enter 
into any difcuffion. But it was not my 
intention thac he (hould evade it. Our 
dialogue became fomcwhat (harp ; I was 
compdJed to tcH him I did not call upon 
Jiim for advice, either fptricual or tempo- 
ral, but for information^as to the fate of 
Ebendorf, of whole crime I fuppofed he 
was acquaintjcd, and could probably teH 
me where he was confined: *' it is my 
purpofe/' faid I, " to fee hi W " To 
fee himT' exclaioied the biftiop: "to 
Uc a ilate prifoner 1 Ra(h young man ! 
would'ft thou ru(h to thme own deflruc- 
don? Take my advice, incoafidpraic 
youth i Think not of applying for any 
fuch permilTion ; it will not be granxed. 
Rather determine^ to fubmit yourfelf as 
your circumllanccs and the laws of nature 
dictate, to your elder brother.. Confider 
>vhat he has done in taking proper care of 

. « .4 your 
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your worthy but fupcrannuated father, as 
his duty ; and blefs the happy interpofi- 
tion that has faved you from a marriage 
-^ lo rmncus, and io unworthy of you, asthat 
which your own headftrong paffions, and 
the imbtxilicy of your poor father's intel- 
lefls, had nearly engaged you in :'' when, 

in a momenr, my mind ran over all I had 
fuffered j ih^ brgtal cruelry wiih which I 
had been driven from my father's houfe; 
the ignonniipit)U8 treatnae'hc I had received 
on rf cuj:diAS to it •, -and how fopnd ^hac 
'the unnacwraj tyrant wJiohad effedted^U 
this,' had^loiied in difappointing my nhar- 
riage-; t&e ftorm of paflton wWch af* 
failed aie^wa(s fo-lfttle to be governed, that, 
*)md'ti^e mighcy emperor himfelf been pre- 
ienty and p^erpeftual imprifonment, cr ihf« 
ftrfnt death, the conftquence of mjr yield- 
' .ing to it ,4 fhould have fpoken and aded 
^ 1 didi My violence of language brought 
the priefls into the room j their attempts 
to appeafeme by canting exhortations, 
fcrvcd only to inflame me the more -, till, 

at 
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ac length, 1 burft from them, and, rufhing 
into the ftrect, enquired wildly of the firft 
man I met for the houfe of Count Vd- 
geth, for thither it was, at that moment, 
my determmed purpofe to go i and had 
I been able to execute it, I do not know 
what would have followed ; probably my 

miferies would have been fhortened. It 
happened, however, that the man to whom 
I applied myfelf was a ftranger, and could 
give me no infornnation. I ran with ra- 
pidity towards that quarter of the town 
where perfons of VolgeihVdefcription re- 
fide. To thgfe whp favv me, who heard 
my incoherent enquiries, I muft have had 
the appearance of a madman. I infpired 
terror rather than pity-, the greater part 
of the perfons to whom I addrefled my^ 
felf, fled from me. At length I was in 
tile immediate neighbourhood of the em- 
peror*s refidcnce, arid fome one who had 
followed me from the other fide of the 
town, pointed me out to the guard as a 
dangerous, and certainly infane perfon, J 

H 5 I was 
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r was furrounded by foldierSj feized, and 
confined in the guaTd-houfe. 

A young officer, to whoai the feijeant 
made his report, came to enquire about 
me as foon as the guard was relieved. The 
agitation of my fpirits had a little fubfided ; I 
was able to fpeak racionally^.and to ftate 
that I was anativeof Huhgary, whOj hav* 
jng received an irreparable injury in his 
own perfon, and in thofe of friends moft 

* 

dear to him, had come to Vienna to feek 
the aggreflbr, and fay, Thus did^ thou* 
The manner in which I fpoke ill accord- 
ed with my appearance. The young lieu* 
tenant, who was about my own age, felt 
an intereft for one who was evidently un- 
happy, and a ftrangen He thought it 
worth while to queftion me farther, but the 
place we were in was unfit for ir. He 
releafed me, therefore, from the cuftody 
of the foldiers, and, as foon as it .was in 
his power to leave the p6ft, followed me 
to hts lodgings, where he had rcqueftcd 

me to wait for him/ 

i ' Jhere 
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There was about this youiig man that 
indefcrrbable f6mcthing fo eify to talk of, 
and fo difficult to define, which at pnce 
attrafls and gives confidence. Do not 
think it ftrange»if I fay that I felt it to* 
wards you, fir, evert in our fhort converfa- 
tion; when we met fo lately in the foretl af 
Erlerittbb ; wKeri, afliiredty, you' ^ould en-^. 
tertain o^ favourable opinion of nr,e ;^ and 
I approaclned you prepared rather for an 
hoftile anfwer to my enqufries than fuch' 
as I received. Indeed, I thought it pro- 
bable, before I ff>oke, that you mfgftt be 
a very different perfon* * ' ' 

To proceed, however, in my harrative. 

From the young officer, '(lieutc^nant 
WillfbUrg,) I concealed nortiing. ^6 
heard ?rie' With the moft friendly inrtycft; 
y^t it was cafy to fee that h€ Was un9er 
great apprehegfions for myTafcty, He 
told me that the power of Volneth was 
foch as made it very unfafe Tor any one 
to oppofe him. That very thing had been 
kept fo fecrct relative to llie unfortunate' 

H 6 baron 
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baron, Ebendorf^ t\\tt it was k^own only 
to 4 few that hei had been arrefted and 
brought prifoncr to Vienna j bm what 
had fince been his face« or that of his 
f^^mily, 90 one knew* My new friend, 
however, entering deeply into my diftref-, 

fes, and, aboy^ Ml), t^^^t. which related tOi 
the ujfjpprraip^ty Iwa^^^^i^^W; Gertrude, iq*? 
fifted on my ftiaring, bis lodgings : ihere^ 
be faid, I (hould be fafe from the enqui-, 
ries w^ch, it wa^ highly probable, might: 
follow^ my indifcreet viTit to the biflipp, 
w})o v^as in the intcre{l, and might, indeed,^ 
be called a creature of Volgeth's. I ac» 
cepted his offered kindnefsj for he was 
one to whom I fielt^ it no difcrace to be 
QJttijged, Tj'b^ obligarion was, indeed, 
re^9UJplcd, >yhen he q^dcrtook, on condi- 

t-ior) !^at \ \«M;)uld,confult my own fecn- 
rity by re^m^ining perdue, to enquire 
whs^ was b^cQomp ^(thc imprifoned baron», 
Thf crime, liei;t(^^ me, imputed lo that; 
Uftfoftunaccrman, wasi. intriguing with thej 
tn^qnies pf hi^^cou^tryj and having carried. 

on. 
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oji^'CUnd^ftwlyj^n mtei^courfe with per- 
fpna jn ]^r^ac€ and , in Epglanrf. Of fuch 
machuiations I was verjr fare my old 
friend was fo pcrfeftly innocent, that it 
appeared ,cxtr^r(Jinary they fliould oc* 
cue to. any Qne ijts gi^und of accufation ; 
and I coul4 npf but t^elj^ve that the ftroke^ 
was ainned. through hxair at me, and thac 
his other cnemtes about the Emperor 
would have beei), content wich his exile to- 
RoqliiiZ, if Volneth*^ d^tenxiinatJon to,. 
ruii^ me, and to wound me where I \yaf ; 
Tnoft vulnefabl^,. had not urged him to 
renew fome accufations, no.matter how un^- 
fojindcjd, againftrtjbe poor old Baron. Iri 
r(Sifnqving hirh from iionlit;^^; ..^le alfo 
guarded againft his interfefrence a)C ?lqlna,| 
in behalf o( hi^ ancient ftiepd. Thefe 
refleftions noadq meconfider myfclf as thCi 
caufeofthe more decided ruin of ^bca- 
dorf, and o^ bis. da^ghjiier f and it waj hut 
too probable, thac ic^ theic^, that c^ Qer^i 
tfude might be in wived,. W)d jChaf, aat 
EngUlh womanj ^opf^te^^^d a^ fhe wasi 
. . . might. 
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might, when a correfpondence' >fc?th^ tfcfe 
Englifh was ia qucftion, be Tent to fomie 
remote prifon, where 1 trjighc never hear 
of her more. 

I was now, as the iinHappy, who have 
keen feelings and lively imagina*tions, 
generally are, ingenious in tormemitig 
myfelf. A thoufahtl a^ipreheirGons for 
the perfotial fafety of tjrcrtrude arofe in 
my mind, and were as quickly driven 
away by other conjeftures and 'fears of a 
ftill darker complexion. The indefati- 
gabL* kindnefs of Wrllfburg^as my.only 
refource : he paffcrd in enquiries all the 
tiitie he could fpare from the duties of 
_ his profeffion, dnd at night related tci' 
me the refult, ftill trying to appeafe- nny 
encreafing an-xiety, and ftill finding nc\M' 
reafons why he hoped for better fucfcefs the 
following day. 

It was lefs difficult to gain intelligence 
of what' Was paflfing kt Zolha. There I 
heard^ that the great Count afFeflcd to- 
make nofecret'^f th^jiifeans he had taken 

to 
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to fecure, in his own hands, chcfgo^vem* 
ment of property, which was finally to be 
his^; that he made a parade of kiodnefs 
to his father^ denying him nothing but thf? 
liberty of again receiving thofe who h^d^ 
he faid, taken impious advantage* of the 
feeblenefs of age, to appropr^iaie his for-: 
tune, and involve him in fatal conneftions. 
Volgeth had haughtily declared, that feel- 
ing i&/V privilege as the head of the fanlily, 

to dirpdfc it, whether in private, political, or 
religious concerns, he (tiould long fincc 
have availed himfclf of die right of primb- 
gcniture, and have devoted me to the ec- 
clefiaftical profeffion, to which my birth 
fcemed to deftine me, had he not weakly 
forborne, in confiderarion of the (imple 
infatuation' of a doating old man. He 
had. never, he faid, intended, me any inju* 
ry ; but it had been his purpofe to m^kc, 
me take the tonfure, and he would dill do 
fo if I could be fouod; for, as I was 
not yet major, I w^s in his power, 
and that pow.^j he could no other way 

ufe 
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ufe for iny:advancage, temporal or eter^ 

nal. , 

# 

-There is not^ among all the vrces and 
crimes of men, any thing fo revolting as 
b^piDcrifjf. Th'e wretch who daringly 
violated every moral principle, who* out- 
i:^ged every human tie> ihrouded his in« 
famy in the garb df religion ! while my 
indignant heart Avelled with fruitlefs in- 
^igination. I had.no means of avenging 
thefe in fuppor table, thefe complicated in- 
jiirie? i for there was no doubt that if Vol- 
g^tli difeovered me, perpetuaf imprifon- 
nrent would be my Jot ; and it was only 
by the error of the c^ntinels on the night 
I returned to Zolnal, , added to their fero- 
city,, which ruddy repulfed, inftead of 
feizing. me> that I had not then fallen as a 
pcifonerinta his. power. - When, by the 
pity of Therefa, I was. again delivered 
from him, his fury had known no bounds j 
and that 1 was not detained m my ill« 
iudgcd vifit to the Bilhop, was owing 
to the fear which my violence gave him'»- 

that 



I 



^THE HUNGARIAN^ • l6l 

that fome difagreeable event might hap- 
pen from it under his roof, together with 
his havinor no doubt that I (hould be 
eafily' traced, andjeafily fecured. 

My poor father, the vidim of the am- 
bition of one of his fons, and his fondnefs 
for the other, was faid'to be finkinginto 
the gravp. To the moft humane among 
his attendants, he complained of the cru- 
elty of depriving him of his Leopold; 
^carneftly entreated them to tell J^irn what 
;^a$ became of me j^and often bpgan, with 
hia trembling Ji^nds^ letters to his cldcft. 
fon5, remppftr^tipg, though gcnt;ly, on 
their harfh pon^ud towards npte, and of- 
fering, if they .would fecurej f^ tpc only a 
part of what hp had, by Hi^ own ceconomy, 
accunlulated, I ihould retire to another 
country, and give up every claim to thje 
T^fidue of |)js eftatCr , For me, who had 
fo long beeq: th^ qty^.^tof his thoughfs, 
they were now,,whil^ Hfe wa$ fading faft 
•ftWayj.fJUJ-.^nxiopfly employed; and thje 
ifljildnefs with which he, bore the tyranny 

of 
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of Vclgcth, ^(who n^ver pcrfonally ap- 
peared at Zolna,) the patrcnce and good- 
nefs of heart of this venerable man, af- 
fcdled eventhofe who were paid for keep* 
ing hinn in cuftody in his own houfe: but 
the moment they difcovered any fymp- 
toms of compaflion to G/aab, the former 
fteward, who, having been the mod un- 
grateful towards his former matter, was 
•now the moft inveteratcly his enemy and 
mine, other perfons, of a different defcrip- 
tion, were placed about him,' inftead of 
thofc whom he had infpired with pity. 
But thefe-did not fail, on returning to 
Vienna, to exclaim againft their late em* 
ployers, and utter, as- loudly as, they dai-ed, 
their fentimehts of Volheth. 

Imagine, fir, what were my feeHngs 
when I -heard all this 1 Sometimes I fiif- 
fened paroxyfms of agonizing palFion j 
tand 1 am alhattied to I'ecolleft, however 
natural it was to be fb affedVed, thofe 
ftarts of frenzy, in which, ex crating my 
exiftence^ and the hour &hat gave mt 

birtb^ 
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biith, I (hould have attempted to efcapft 
from it, had not Willfburg laktn precau- 
tions _againfl: the wildnefs of niy dcfpalr, 
and, with the nnoft patient pity, foothed 
my diftraclion by naming Gertrude, and 
afking me it 1 would, to efcape from tem- 
porary evils, abandon her to misfortune 
in a ftrangeland. Her name ; the tender 
rcmembraiice of my fajher, whom I was 
fometimea perfuaded I (hould fee again ; 
the generous fyovpathy of my friend then 
recalled me to reafon, but its reign was 
ihort, I looked around me for comforc 
in vain ; I faw no'cure for the evils which 
f^^rrounded mej it was more probable 
th ey woyld be increafcd than alleviated. 
Whatever I could do was rather likely 
to make them incurable than Icflcn theif 
weight, I fuiik into defpondence, mmg- 
led fometimes with adci'reeof mifanthro- 
phy, which made me abhor my fpecij^^ 
and dread to hear the found of an human 
voice. I (hrunk even from that of my 
excellent, my cornpaflionare friend, who 

had 



164 THE SOLITARY WANDERER, 

had one of the bed hearts in the world: 
but he fpoke to me with (o nnuch kindnels, 
and fuch juft rcafon, that at length he re^ 
called nrie to a fenfe of what I owed to his 
, clifinterefted friendihip. Fronrj the gloomy 
and difgufting views of human nature, he 
bade me turn my eyes towards inftaiiccs 
of genuine virtue; — in poor old faithful 
Hans, who had rifl^ed liis own fafety to 
prcferve my life; in the fidelity of his 
Ton and daughter; in the hazardous un- 
dertaking of the foft-hearccd Therefa> and 
the roftic attention of the herdfman and 
the peafants, without whom I could never 
fiave efcaped my purfuers, or reached 
Vienna. ^' It rs, then," I would anfwer, 
*' the corruptions and the conventions of 
polifhed life that vitiate the human mind ; 
it is the form of government under which 
he lives, that debafes the heart of man ; 
^rtd thofe moft remote from its influence 
arcf the lead liable to thefe unnatural fo- 
phiftications. Oh that I were in a defers, 
where I might bear no voice -but that 

of 
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of Gertrude !— that wc nvight together: 

minifter to the comforts of him, who ha^ 
facrificed all for me. But you, my in- 
comparable friend 1 you — Willfburg— • 
you have been raifed in thrs atmofphere 
of intrigue and deceit^ of ambitian and 
luxury, yet you have ftill an heart for 
pity — an heart equally generous and 
brave." 

In this ftate of mind I continued near a' 
fortnight, when Willfburg returned ont 
morning, and told me he thought he had 
difcovcred where the Baron was impri* 
foned ; and he had re^lfon to believe that 
his family were near him. Every hazard 
I ran, by appearing at Vienna, was now' 
forgotten in my eagernefs to accompany i 
him to a place where he imagined Ger-- 
trude and her proteftors were to be found. 
In the mountainous viUage of Meiffan 
there is an old fortrefs, now converted irt- ' 
to a ftate prifon. It was there that Eben- 
dorf, as my friend's intelligence now aff- 
fured me, was confined j and there I re- 

folved 
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folvcd to feek him. Willfburg feeing 
me determined) and knowing all the dan- 
gers to which I fliould be expofed, genc- 
roufly refolved to accompany me. He 
obtained leave of abfence, and, difguifing 
me like his fcrvanr, we fct out together, 
and foon founc;! ourfelvjes at Meiflfan. 
Had not he been more prudent than I 
was, all thefe precautions would foon 
have been. rendered vain i for my impc- 
tuofity, and the queftions I fhould have 
alkexlv ^vould undoubtedly have betrayed 
me. My friend, however, managed fo 
well, that, wiihouc cxpofing ourfclves to 
any particular fufpicion, we foon learned 
that Ebendorf was in the fortrefs, and had 
been under much cioler confinement than 
that which he now fuffcred ; becauft, in 
confequence of his having been danger- 
oufly ill, he had, by the interpofition of 
the governor of the prifon,obcain.cd permif- 
fion to have his daughters vifuhim. 
Such was the account we received; and 
by the word '* daughters,*' I cafily under- 

ftood 
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ftood that it was Gertrude and her friead. 
The hope, therefore, I now catertaincd of 
feeing her again^ in health and fafety, 
made me almoft forget my own fuuation, 
and the prudence with which I ought to 
proceed, 

'WilKburg ftill afted as my guardian- 
angel. It is, indeed, fit I (hould check 
every tendency to mifanthropy myftlf, and 
endeavour to cure ic in others, when I re- 
member what a friend I have met with 
' in him. I, who dcferved fo little, and 
was fo ra(b, fo headlong, fo incapable of 
governing my pafTi >ns — whj ftill feel the 
errors I have been faved from, yet am 
ready to err again. Too happy fliould 
I have been if only myfelf had been in- 
volved in the calamities which it has been 
my lot to endure. 

As Willfburg's ftay with me could be 
only of ten or twelve days, he loft not a 
moment in purfuing his generous plan of 
leaving me in fecurity, under the influ- 
ence of Ulrica and Gertrude, to whom 

only 
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only he propofcd making me known. 
He was acquainted with the military man 
to whom this place of confinement for 
ftate prifoners was given in charge ; but 
he dared not hazard recommending me 
to him ; and, after fome confideration, 
as his avoiding the prcfcnce of the go- 
vernor would have an aukward appear- 
ance, Willfburg determined to lay he wa& 
at MeifTan, for the benefit of drinking the 
water of Ledenich, a fmali village at the 
foot of the mountains, only a quarter of 
a league from Meiflan, and that he Tiad 
brought a fick fervant with him, to whom 
they had been, recommended as the only 
means of cure. This was an admirable 
expedient to prevent all fufpicion and en- 
quiry ; for my countenance was fo haggard 
and pale, from the effeds of rny recent 
fufi^erings, that npne, would have known 
me who had only feen me as the. young 
and happy Leopold de Sbmme'rfeldt, 

, Willfburg had exprcfled to the woman 
at wh^ofe houfe we had taken up our abode, 

9 that 
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(bat he had a curioHty to fee the young 
ladiesj daxighters of a ilace prifoner, who 
were faid fo pioufly to attend on their 
father. This appeared natural enough; 
the woman was a gofTjp, a defcription of 
perfons to' be met with in all ranks and all 
countries ; and fhe was flattered in being 
heard and allowed to tell her lodger all fhe 
knew. She therefore began a very long 
account of every body, in the village, 
and would have told more of thofe in the 
fortrefs had (he known more: but fhe 
could only inform us chat the old noble* 
man was .a great lord, who, to be fure, 
muft have difpleafed his royal Majefty> the 
Emperor, or he would never have bcAi 
there J and fo clofea prifonerwas he, when 
firft he came, that nobody faw him, and 
ev^n the young ladies, his daughters, were 
never allowed to go near him, though . 
they lived in a poor cottage, juft by* Bui 
of late, (itfce he was (ick and likely to die, 
they had admiflion to himj " and now,'* 
faid the good old woman, ** you may fee 
VOL* jv. I them,' 
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them, poor ladies ! juft as it may be about 
this time, going every day up to the fort 
together, unlels it be fdmetimes when one 
of them is not able to go; becaufe (he 
is in fuch bad health, that every now and 
then fhe cannot walk fo far. ' Every jjody 
pities them, to be fiire." 

Animated, as my'hopes had been,- they 
were now^ fuddenly and cruelly deprefled. 
I imagined that Gertrude was Ihe whofe 
. health was declining, and that 1 (hould 
sn^ct only to lofe her— as if 1 had not af- 
fured rtiyfelf repeatedly, that, to me, fhe 
.was -already loft. Such, however, was the 
•emotion 1 be'tra^yed, that Willfburg gave 
tne haftily fome commifllon to execute, 
ta prevent the woman from remarking it. 
Inftead of retiring to appe^i'e the tumult of 
my fpirits, I ran towards the path along 

V which, I had undcrftood, from the wo- 

••man's defcription, the ladies paflEed in their 

way to the prifon. It led .me^out of the 

* village^ down a folitary lane, formed by 

a rocky hollow. TherCj not ten paces* 

9 * before 
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before me, I faw them : but my breath, 
and almoA my recoUedion, failed me. t 
xlarcd not look at them fteadily j for one 
of them, as ;it was cafy to fee, from her 
manner of walking, was fo weak as to 
make the fupport of the other neceflary^ 
and they were fo near of an height, that 
I could not, till their veiled faces were vi(i>. 
,ble, diftinguilh which was' the fufierer. 
In a (hort time, however, I perceived, by 
her air, as (he approached within a few 
paces of me, that it was Gertrude— the 
angelic Gertrude ! more lovely, a thou- 
fand times, than when furrounded by the 
advantages of affluence! who was fupport- 
ing and foothing the unfortunate Ulrica* 
Thus occupied, fhe did not notice, ftc 
did not even, appear to fee me. I leaned, 
.as if tp make way for them, under an hol- 
low part of the rx)ck. She was then fo 
clofc to me, that I heard the delicious ac- 
^ cents of her voice : (he fpoke chearfully ; 
an heavenly fmiie, not the fmile of joy, but 
of tendcrncfs and pity, played about her 

12 lovely 
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Jave]y mouth, as (he tried to infpire her 
dcjcdcd friend with" confidence. " Wc 
ihall find the Baron/' faid (he, " in bet- 
ter fpirits, my Ulrica, than, yoii are; try, 
1 befeech you, to meet him with a look 
of hope J you know the influence your 
countenance has upon him !'* I could 
forbear no longer: advancing one ftep 
towards her, I laid my hand on the 
arm (he had at liberty, and pronounced her 
name-—" Gertrude! Have you forgotten 
•me, Gertrude ?'*— She looked at me with 
aftonifliment, but knew me inftantly, not- 
wiihftanding the change in my appearance, 
and threw herfelf into my arms. 

It was then Ulrica's turn to advife* 
The imprudence of fuch a meeting, with- 
in fifty yards of the village, where the fol* 
diers who were guarding the for^t were 
always on the alert, and where the con- 

duft cf ihofe who were admitted tpfee 
the prifoners was under continual fcrutiny, 
was incontrovertible. Her gentle remon- 
ft ranees were not, however, uttered in 

/; vain : 
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vain: I waseonfcious of the danger I had 
incurred, and defiftcd from fpcaking to 
ihem, othcrwife than as would appear, if 
we were obferved, confident with my ap- 
parent ftation. They walked on — I fol- 
lowed — all mutually dreading left our firft 
meeting might have been* remarked j but 
it was fortunately the hour of relieving 
guard, and thofe whom we had moft rea- 

ibn to dread were engaged on the platform 
of the fort. There was hazard, however, 
as Ulrica afllired me, in my beiftg ken to 
follow them, though under the appearance 
of a fervantj for they were ftriflly en* 
joined not to converfe with any perfon, or 
to mention their nanries, or that of the 
prifoner, who, on thefe conditions oaly, 

they were fufFered to fee i a permifllon 
which, Ulrica affured me, would be with- 
drawn, fliould they be obferved to notice ' 
me. While (he faid this, Gertrude feemed 
incapable of uttering a word j but her ex- 
preffive eyes, turned towards me„.told me 
what paffed in her Jieart — that heart which 

13 I dif- 
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I difcovcrcd, with tranfpofts inexpreffible^ 
was ftill mine ! Fortune then had not de- 
prived nne of every thing; the moil in- 
valuable tr^afure was left mej and I, for 
a moment, fct at nought the malice of my 
deftiny. 

Alas ! I foVgot, in that intoxicating. 
moment, that I muft again lofe fight of 
her— that when I next faw, I dared not 
fpcak to her, dared not afk her to relate 
how flie, had borne our reparation, and^ 
what (he had thought of the unhappy Leo- 
pbld, who was^ now, but for that cruel fe- 
paration, to have been her h\j(band ! Ir 
would have alleviated and rehdered my 
torments fupportable, had 1 only been 
allowed to have fcen her, only to have foU, 
lowed her fteps even at a diftance j bur 
this was denied me ; and Uhica conjured/ 
me, in a low voice, not to hazard the ruin 
of her father, as well as theirs and my 
own, by attempting U. I felt the force of 
the injundl-ion, and w^s compelled to obey,- 
without being able to fix with them on. 

^ any 
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any fafe means of feeing them ,lhe next 

day. k 

I returned to Willfburg in a ftate of 
mind which made him tremble for my in- 
.tellcds. As foon as, by liffcning to his 
calmer reafon, I becartie fomcwhat more 

I • 

rational, I related to him what had paflcd j 
and he faw at once that all his frierrdfhip 
had uiKlertaken, might be, in a moment, 
rendered not only abortive, but of the moft 

fatal confcquence, both to me, \o my 
friend, and to thofe who had engaged to 
fervc. me. My impetuofity, and, the tu-; 
mult of my mind, which he knew how to 
pity and excufe, were not, however, vtxf 
friendly to rcflcflion. He befought me 
tO^ leave him a moment, that he might 
confider what was to be done; artd after 
he had remained fomc lijtle time alone; 
I faw him go out. 

His vifit was to the commandant. As 
he could not l)e a /fufpedtcd perfon, and 
as he promifed the greateft difcretion, 
he obtained leave of this officer to make 
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ance with the two ladies, having pafled 
his honour^ as he informed mc on his re- 
turn> that he would neither enquire their 
namesj or afk any queftions about the 
prifoner j but dcfired merely, during his 
ihort (lay, to have pccafibnally the per- 
miflion of converfing with two amiabre 
young women, who fcemcd entitled, from, 
their misfortunes and appearance, to the 
refpeft of every man. The commandani: 
rallied him upon his gallantry, and, in a. 
gay and unrufpicious hunaour^ gave him 

4he liberty he dcfired* 

Sitoce rcfJcftion and experience have 
made me underftand mankind better than 
I did then^ 1 have been aftonlfhed at the 
conduft of Willfburg. The zeal with 
which he undertock, on fo Ihort an ac- 
cjuaintance, to rencjcr me fcrvices which 
the Mareft relationfliip> or longed intima- 
cy, would not have induced many men to 
engage in; his patient endurance of my 
intemperate Tallies 5 and the watchful kind- 
cefs wJiich he exerted to preferve ^me' 

from 
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from myfelf, were inftances of fuch gene-* 
roiity and fricndfhip as few men, perhaps, 
have met with during longer Kves than 
mine. Yet he was a German, and of a 
nation I had been early taught to diflike— t 
of a nation of which the charafler is fup«. 
pofed to be exaflly oppofite to that of the 
Hungarian* But goodnefs ef heart and 
of underftandi^ig is peculiar to no coun^ 
try, though very rare in all. 

Alas ! my incomparable friend is now 
no more. War, that fcourge of huma- 
nity, deprived the. world of that excellent 
young Ibldier in the early bloom of man- 
hood; and to his memory only 1 can be 
gratefuU 

When Willfburg informed me, on his 

return, of the permlflion I received, I faw 
not how it was ro facilitate the interviews 
for which my heart languiflied; but, after 
two days, the commandant, who feemed 
perfedly perfuaded of his difcretion, and 
whofe oFders from Vienna, in regard to 
his unfortunate prifoncr, Ebendorf, were 

15 ^'^ 
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no longer ib rigouroufly enforced, with* 
drrw great part of the conditions which 
he made with Willfburg, or^ at leaft, fig- 
niBed to him that he (hould not infiil on 
his never intending the ftiir reclufes to 
their lodgings, or (hewing them other lit- 
tle attentions. In confcqiiciice of this, 
/ WiHiburg took occafion to fend me, who , 
ftill was confidered as his fervant, with 
trifling prefents of fruit and game. One 
day lie had juft received a new romance 
from Vienna; at another time, defired 
their correflions of a view he had drawn. 
Thus, Earnft, which was now my name, 
had continual opportunities of feeing them. 

Ah, fir ! think what I felt. in thcfe inter- 
views : but it is impofTible i nor caq any 
idea 1 endeavour to convey, enable you.tb 
imagine what paffed in my heart,. 

The Baron, from the account I had of , 
him, had never recovered the illnefi 
which. Tome weeks after his imprifonment,; 
had reduced him to the brink of the grave. 
It wa^ a paralytic ftrokci. and his Intel- 

lefts 
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fcfts were fo much injured, that he was 
frcq-jently childilh, and funk in the moft 
humiliating, though unconfcious wretchcd- 
n^fs• ' Unable to look with fortitude on 
this fad fpeftacle,^ ^iihout hope of feeing 
the end of her father's captrvit)4, and dread- 
ing, becaufe another long interval of filcncc - 
hi*d occurred, the dereliction of her lover, 
Ulrica was fo miferablc, that her confti- 
t4jrion, never very ftrong, was vifibly de- 
clining : a flow fever preyed on Her frames 
and flie niade no effort to refill: the pro- 
grefs of a decay (he felt and rejoiced in ;. 
deftring only not to furviv^ her father, and 
folicitous to know-that her lover, to whom- 
fhe was ft ill Tondly attached, would lament 
her, and that Gertrude would be fafely 
reftored to Irer friends in England. Sucb 
was ihe ftate of this dear unhappy group 
when I firft faw them. I thought of '\xst 
deplorable counterpart — the fcene at Zol- 
na! I confidered the unjuft exertion 
of tyranny, by which all this mifery 
was inBifted; and I enquired what there 

16 H^^»i. 
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was in power that hardens the heart of man^ 
and not only makes him infenfible to the 
fufferings of his fellow beings, but gives 
him a ftrange plcafure in rendering them 
niiferable I 

Oh ! how impofliblc it is, by any form 
of words, to convey an idea to another of 
what has pafTcd in the mind ! How can^ 
1 communicate the fenfations, fo compli- 
cated and fo acute as thofe that I then felt \ 
yet I was afhamed of betraying ir^ even to 
her who was in poffeflion of my heart, and 
to whom its weakncffes were but too vifk- 
ble ; for 1 contemplated in her, in a young 
and delicate woman, a degree of fortitude^ 
courage, and tcndcrnefs which excited my 
aftonifhment, while it added a kind of fub- 
lime admiration to the fondeft love that 
ever was infpired by^ deferving objcd. - 

Gertrude was the fole fupport of her 
unhappy friend, and the father of that 
friend. C^relefs of her own health, and 
devoted folcly to the duties of friendlhipand 
gratitude, (he divided her care between the 

father 
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father and the daughter : when Ulrica was 
too ill to go up to the fortrefs, which now ' 
often happened, and when they were, to- 
gether, fhe was, by her mtid chearfulnefs, 
her unremitting, yet quiet attention, the 
folace and dependance of both. The poor 
old man, when at any time a flight degree 
of reafon and ftrength returned, befought 
her not to abandon his daughter when he 
fhould be no more. Ulrica, who every day 
felt her ftrength leflening, imph#ed her to 
ftay with her father, and be to him as the 
daughter whom he was about to Jofe* 
Sometimes fhe remained all night by 
the bed-fide of the poor prifoncr j for he' 
was now frequently m a (late that made it 
uncertain whether he would live till the 
fdlowing day ; then, with the dawn of the 
morning, returned, for a few moments,^ to 
the anxious Ulrica^ endeavouring to chear 
her fpirits, to fortify her 'mind, and fome- ^ 
times, with a pious fraud, attempt to excite 
hope which fhe felt not herfelf. 

Angelic 
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A^ngclic girl! — formed as thou werr, ti 
enjoy and to confer happinefs, wherefore 
Ijas thy lot been fo tad a one ? yet had it 
been fortunate, thofe virtues that now raife 
thee above humanity would never have 
been called forth. 

Such as I have juft now defcribed, was 
the talk this beloved creature was engaged 
3n when we roet after the dreadful events 
that had torn her ftonni nie. If, in her ad- 
verfity, I found reafon to adore her more 
paflTionately than ever, change of fortune 
had not decreafed her afredion for me^ 
She fcrupled not to own that fhe had never 
ccafcd to think of m« as the hufband of 
her affeftions — ^as one who would, (he 
hoped, have been her guardian, her pro- 
tedor, her friend. " Ah ! Leopold," faid 
Ihe, '* whenever I could, without unkind- 
nefs to my unhappy friends, (teal away for 
a (cw moments, h was ihcn your poor 
Gertrude felt her own miferies, and gave 

way to the weaknefs of fhedding unavaiK 
. ing 
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ing tears; and remembering the fad con- 
trail between what \ was and what I hoped 
to have been, I called on 70U, who could 
no longer hear me. My thoughts would 
have followed you —but whither ? Igno- 
rant of your deftiny, I was bewildered in 
the mod dreadful conjcftures. Our de- 
parture, as prifoners, from Ronlitz, hap- 
pened on the fcfcond evening after you had 
left us, and only onf before that vvhea we 
were to have fallowed yoTi to Zolna. So 
clofely were w(* confined till wc were con- 
duced to this pl.!ce, chat 1 was fure every 
attempt of yours to gain aJmjttance to as 
would be abortive: yet I was certain you 
would malce fuch attempts •, and one of 
my moft alarrning apprehenfions was, left 
you ftiould, in doing. ft>, involve yourfelf 
in the fuppofed guilt, (for real guilt there 
was none,) of the friend whom you could 
rK)t relieve, ** On n'eft jamais fi heureufc 
ni fi mal hcureute qu*on penfe," you re- 
member, is one of Ro«hefau:::auld's max* 
iras, which, however, is not true, i was 
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very unhappy, Leopold, in being divided 
from you, and in witneffing the calamities 
of my excellent friends 5 yet I did not 
know half my miferies, m not knowing- 
that you were even a greater fufferer, and 
from the hand of a brother !*' 

With the prolixity, as well as thepaffion 
of a lover, I could now repeat every word 
that, during our ftjort and fecret interviews,, 
was uttered by this incomparable young 
woman j but were I to trefpafs fo much on- 
your patience, another night would be ne-- 
ceffary to finilh^my narrative, for I have 

yet much to fay. I pafs, therefore, over 
ten days, during which time- the £aron, 
though his intclledts feemed to* be in fome 
degree recovered, became every hour more 
evidently drawing towards the clofe of his 
unmerited misfortunes. Willfburg, ever 
alive to pity, heard, with the deepcft con- 
cern, of the condition of this venerable and^ 
unfortunate old man ; but to pity would 
have availed nothings he kt himfelf in 
earneft to mitigate^ as far as was poffible, 

the 
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the mifcry he deplored ; and by this time 
the commandant's friendfhip for him was 
fo much improved, that he conlidered hirh 
as one of his family, and therefore made 
no fcruplc to grant his requeft, and admit 

him to the room where Baron Ebendorf 
was confined. As it was to gratify me, 
as well as his own humanity, that Willf- 
burg had obtained this permiOlon, I was 
ordered, as his fervant, to follow him, be* 

caufe I .might be of ufe. It had been 

agreed, between Gertrude, Willfburg, and 

me, that whatever opportunity might be 

aflforded us, I (hould not be made known 
20 my own charadkcr to the Baron ; for we - 
apprehended that the emot;ion which the 
fight of me might occafion,- would difmifs 
the fpirit from its Ihattered tenement. 

Willlburg- had already fent him offers of 
fervice, and had obtained for him, through 
his influence with thje commandant, the 
bed accommodations, of every kind, that 
fuch a place afforded. 

The 
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The interview was to take place in con- 
fcquence of a meflage Tent by the Baron, in ' 
anfvvcr to the iricndly offers Willft>urg had . 
made. ** Tell the generous ftranger/' faid 
the dying prisoner, "that it will be foothing 

to the lad hours cfthe injured and unfortu- _ 
nate Ebendorf, if he be allowed to declare 

his innocence to another honourable man, 
who will corroborate the declaration I have 
rnadc to the worthy governor j and> per- 
haps, my meiTiory may, by their .mean$, 
be exculpated, and my eftates reftorcd to 
my family. So Ihall Ulrica be faved from 
the iiidigence I fear for ht^r, and have 
the power to pay fome little part, at Icaft^ 
of thfe debt of gratitude we owe to that 
blefled young woman who. has been our 
great fupport in this fcvere afHi£lion» 
The fcene to which I was now Intro- 

duced, would have moved the moft infea- 
fible heart. You may imagine, then, how 

it afFeded me. I faw the old friend of my 

father, a man refembling him ny years ta» 

m 
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in fortune, ending in a prifon along life, 
of which the greater pare had been fpent in 
the fervice of his fovereign. Whatever 
had been the errors of Ebendorf, they were 
undoubtedly of the head, rather than the 
heart. He had, with ambition to the alma 
of which his talents 'A«!re unequal, under- 
taken to tranfadl bufinefs, difficult in it* 
felf, and requiring, frooi the charaflers of 
the perfons with whonn he was to tranlaft 
it, political cunning, which he did not 
poflefs. He had been overreached. His 
enemies, or thofe who wifhed to poflefs 
the places he held, had taken advantage 
of this } and What had been merely the ' 
efFeft of pliability and imbecility of mind,^ 
had been imputed to difaflfeftion, and to 
the remains of thofe ancient prejudices in 

regard to Hungarian privileges, to which 
his family, as well as mine, had been for- 
merly att^hed. But I now knew enough 
to know thefe allegations againft him were 
not folcly the occafion of his prefent un- 
happy fituation. It was, 1 was well af- 

furcdj. 
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Ibred, his unfortunate connexion with me 
that had precipitated him into^ a deeper 
abyfsj and he now lay a vidtim to the 
connexions of his friends, as well as to 

the malice of bis enemies : both had con- 
tributed to his ruin 5 and I feerned to be 
more than half guilty of having occa- 

lioned the calamity I witneffcd, I could 
not fuOain the emotions I felt, without 
dlfcovering myfclf. Prudence, to which 
I never was apt to liftenj had^ in fuCh a 
moment, no chance of being heard. Eb- 
cndorf knew me— but hardly could he 
« fay that he did, and faintly attempt to 
recommend his weeping and agonized 
daughter to my protcftion, before he was 
deprived of fpeech ; and, in a few mo- 
ments afterwards, he died. 

Again I was indebted to the precautions 
of Willft)urg, or my own unguarded rafli- 
nefs would have fo far betrayed gne, that I 
Ihould have been imprifoned myfelf: it 
would, indeed, have been part of the 

commandant's duty to imprifon me ; and 

I fhould 
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I Ihould not only have involved my 
friendj to whom I was fo much obliged^ 
but have been rendered incapable of giv- 
ing fuch protedion as a being fo defolate 
as I was could afford to the unhappy 
daughter of Ebendorf and her angelic 
friend. 

I could dwell with a melancholy re- 
mert^brance, not wholly devoid ofpleafure, 
on the few following days. They were 
occupied, by Gertrude, in attendance on 
her poor friend ; and by me, in fometimes 
fcizi-ng a moment to conjure her not wholly 
to forger, in her own health, the lad and 
deareft bledlng I had on earth. I faw her 
with the nobleft fortitude fupport the fail- 
ing fpirits and exhaufted frame of Ulrica, 
while (he was herfelf uncertain of her fate> 
and knew not how to return to her own 
country, nor by what means fhe (hould 
live even the little time fhe might be pec-^ 
mitted to remain in Germany ; for I now 
learned that great part of the money which 

had fupported the latter days of the Baron, 

had 
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been fupplied by her, from the three hun- 
dred pounds fent by her father to make 
the purchafcs neceffary for her marriage. 

I obfervcd, for feveral days, that Willf- 
burg's rnanncr was greatly changed. He 

- was flill generous and confiderate, ftill a£t- 
ing the part of the beft and fmcereft of 
friends, and as rtiuch alive as ever to my 
intereft, and that of the two lovely mo^irn-p 
ers; but fome fecrct uneafinefs feemed to 
prey on his mind. His leave of abfence 
had expired ; without my folicitation he 
had got it rencywed, and appeared to in- 
tend remaining in the exercife of the C^me 
exalted fnendfhip till the event of Ulrica's 
illncfe (hould be known. Sometimes, in 
our long conferences, he afkcd me what 
were my intentions fbr the future. Orre 
day he faifi, *« Your brother fecms to 
have forgotten his projeds of piety andv 

V perfecution ; ,or othcrwife he rriight eafily 
have difcovercd you ixi your concealment. 

J Perhaps he may hai^c been touched with 
remorfe, and m^y no loriger meditate mif- 

chief 
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chief againft you.*' ** Remorfe !*• replied 
I ; *' alas ! my good friend, did you ever 
hear that a man of his fore ever felt re- 
morfe ? A ftatefman, and afhamed of 
having oppreffed an inferior to gratify his 
ambition ! No j tKere is, bd alFured, no 
hope of that; he has ruined, and there- 
fore may be content to l:t me efcape wiih 
life, knowing that his being my brother 
faves him from my perfonal y.engcance, 
and tiiac I cannot obtain any other i for 
the poor are always in the wrong; and 
who is there would take the part of 
a deftitute younger bi^other, againft Count 
Volgcth. The provifion made for me 
was comparj^tivciy triflvng ; and who wiU 
undertake to demand ic of him ? No^ 
my dear friend, there is nothing to be 
hoped for from his contrition i nor do I 
imagine his vengeance fleeps. For me, 
no other p>c feems to remain than to 
draw my fword as ^a mercenary : thij 
world, urih ippily enough, is at this mo- 
ment in arms; war feems likely to rage 

, '. through- 
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throughout Europe;,! muft earn my 
bread with my fword." - 

"And Gertrude/'faid Willfburg, ''what, 
my dear Leopold, will you do with her ?** 
^^^\ would conduft her into her own 
country,'* replied. I, mournftiUy j ^* put 
her into the protcdion of her father, and 
take leave of her for ever : but even thia 

projeA, which, while I executed it as a 
duty, would render me the moft wretched 
of men 5 even this projeft I have not the 
means to carry into ef&ft/' 

Willfburg feemed defirous of faying 
fomcthing, yet not to have the courage : 
he turned ftom me abruptly, and I har()ly 
faw him during the reft of the day* When 
I did, he was filent and dejefted. A 
dread, for which I could hardly account, 
prevented me from afking him what thus 
afFeded him; and it was not difficult to 
fee that he evaded giving me an opportu- 
nity. 

On "the following morning, howevec, he 

leemed to feek what be had before fhunned. 

^ He 
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He followed me into A wood, where he 
knew we were not likely to be' inter- 
rupted. I faw, and haftened to join him. 
His countenance exprefltd the difturbed 
(late of his mind ;. and his voice was tremu- 
lous while he thus fpoke : — 

*' Sommerfeldt, I have delayed too long 
the painful explanation I am now about 
to make :— I muft leave you/' 

"Leave me!" cried I: " my friend, 
will you leave me ?-^what have I done ?^— 
how have I forfeited your kindnefs ?" t 

"It is nothing that you have done," 
faid he, " that compels me to take this 
refolution : I have trufted foolifhly to my 
own ftrength; I have raflily relied on. my 
own philofophy. They have failed. I 
love Gertrude i I love her to an exccfs 
which my reafon and my friendfhip for you 
will combat in vain. I^mufl go:-— in 
(laying I (hall violate every tie of friend- 
ihip and honour. In a^word, cahn and 
even prudent as I have appeared to you. 

Vol. IVi K 1 know 
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:I know myfclf tao well 5 and I dare not 
ftay. Tell mc^ then, briefly, what I can 
do for your fcrvicc ; and let us part before 
your friend becomes your moft cruel 
enemy I" 

Painful as had been fome of the mo- 
ments of my life, this feemed the moft 
terrible I had ever paffed. Of all -the 
evils that could fall upon me, this which 
now threatened me was the moft dreadful. 

I dare not even now attempt to analyfe 
the mingled agonies of my mind.* Nor 
can I repeat the exprcflions that it extort- 
cd fromme. The generous heart of Willf- 
burg was afFcfled by the condition he 
faw me in; and alTuring me that be was 
determined to relieve me from his pre- 

fence, he haftily left me. 

I remained fpeeclilefs and breathlcfs. 
The image of Gertrude in the arms of 
another, made me incapable of refledion, 
till all my obligations to Williburg, his 
generous difintercfted friendfhip, hisper- 
fevcring humanity, returned to my recoU 

ledron. 
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leflion, and I reproached myfelf as a mon- 
fter of ingratitude. 

I threw myfelf on the Aground in a ftatc 
of mind not to be defcribed by words. I 
e;ideavoured, however, to recall my fcnfes^ 
and to reafon with myfelf. But what has 
reafon to do with the conBidfcing pafllons 
which tore my bofom ? After my firft 
reparation from Gertrude, I had perfuaded 
myfelf that I could refign the dear hope of 
being her hu/band, fince I could not bear to 
involve her in mv fallen fortunes. 1 had 
even lately talked of • condufling her to 
England, and placing^ her in the protedtion 
of her father : but now, that ,the idea of 
hf r ever belonging to another was fudden* 
ly prefented to .me, I found it fo infup- 
portable, that it feemed likely to drive me 
to phrenzy ; yet what hope had I, beggar 
', as I was, of being able to fupport her? 
Profcribed. and in hourly danger of be- 
ing dragged away, how was I to protect 
her^ — I, who had no afylum for myfelf, 
who efcapcd imprifonment only ^ by ap* 

K 2 pearing 
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pearing as a fisrvant, and exiftcd ooly by 
the bounty of a man who was, till within a 
few ^cek5, unknown to me ? What, 
Chen, had I to hope ?-— how could I, dcfti- 
ruteas I was, cpnduft her to England ? — 
how, indeed, could I remain near her 
<when Wdllfburg was gone? 

What did generofity and true afFeflion 
demand of me f Willlburg was, though 

a fubaltern, in affluent circumftances ; his 
future expeftations, or rather certainties, 

were greati for he was the heirof a' ma- 
ternal uncle, who had immenfe property^ 
With Willfturg, therefore, who, to the 
advantages of fortune, added fo much 
gdodnefs oif heart and underftanding, Ger- 
trude would be happy. I ought to re- 
linquifti her. There was but orte way of 
doing itir— it was by my death; for I 
never could live and know that flie was 
another's. 

To die, therefore, I refolvcd. My 
life, while it was infupportable to myfelf, 
ivas an obftacle to the welfare of the wo- 

* man 
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man I lovtd 5 and to nobody was it ufc- 
ful. My father— my poor unhappy fa- 
ther, then feemed CO afk mc, whether I 
had forgotten the debt I owed to grati- 
tude and to nature? But did he ftill live ? 
Should I not rather aggravate than miti- 
gate his fufFerings if he did, by attempt- 
ing to fee him? Yet it was cow>. * *" 'o 
(brink thus> while there poffibly w. . j;ne' 
duty fo facred unfulfilled,— This is out a 
feeble attempt to convey an idea of the 

tumult of mv mind. Reflcdion ferved 
only to diftfaft me. The noble effort to 
which I would fain have perfuaded myfdf 
I- could afpire^ was beyond my ftrengtfi r 
I' CQuld find refolution to die> bat not to* 
farvive the lofs^f Gertrude. ' 

From indulging tWs dreadful contcn*^ 
tion of oppofite pafQons, I was, after feme 
time, roufed by the approach of fonrve- 
oii€ among the trees that furroundcd^ 
the place where I had dihiwn myftif^t 

1 arofe haftily:— ->it was Gertrude hec^ 
ielfl 

K 3 •^ My 
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" My fricqd," faid (he, in that foul- 
foothiog voice that had always, till now,' 
had the power to calm and tranquillizeme : 
*' My dear friend, why do you, at fuch a 
tinrie abfent yourlclf ? Ah ! why arc you 
cot with us CO help us to comfort our poor 
Ulrica?*' I was incapable of anfwering, 
" For heaven's fake,*' continued Gertrude> 

as 1 leaned my head in angui(h againft a 
tree, — ■** for mercy's fake do not alarm me 
thus. What has happened ? Willfburg 
Icems ftrangcly uneafy — he is going to 
leave us— this admirable friend— Willf- 
bui:g, to whom—/* 

A deep groan, which I could not rc- 
prcft, interrupted her. Her aftonifh- 
ment was redoubled when I repeated the 
name of Willfburg. She now enquired 
whether any difpute had arifen between us ; 
but in her eager folicitude, headlong and 
frannic jealoufy, which 1 now felt, for th^e 
firfl; timci aad felt in all its horrors, made 
me. think (he was anxious rather for W illf- 
burg than for me, Affuming, therefore, 
' * , an 
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an apparent calmnefs — Good God, that 
my tongue could utter it !— I'ftci-nly bade 
her go to Willfbarg, whofe fate was better 
worth enquiring into than mi-ne ! TJien,* 
flioeked at the cffcft a manner and words' 
ib unufuat had on her^ 1 refolved' at once- 
to know whether (he was already acquaint- 
ed witb Willflburg's paflion for her j and 
fixing my eyes on her face^ ** Gertrude,* 

faid I, " you are not ignorant of my rriekn- 
ing — WillAnirg loves you— he has ju(¥ 
declared it to me. He dcfcrves you j be^ 
IS affluent ; he can place you ira the rank? 
you were born to filU Wi:h me, >wbofe 
Biihappy attachment has affifted to bring 
you and your friends into diftfefsj what *bi^ 
calamity will follow you ? 1 am iein out^ 
caft, a poor abandoned and undone wrc^hv 
Oh ! be you happier than I can make yoaj^ 
and flythe contagion of my. mifcry Iff >?ji 
"Never 1" replied the charnning faepoid. 
girU" '^Never, Leopold, wHlI defer^ 
you. Is ir poflible you could th-bife fo ill 
of me as to believe- 1 wouM ? Werfe 

K 4 what 
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what y6u fay of Willfburg true, highly as 
r.cftcem him, and were he able to offer 
iTOe the mod fplcndid rank, iruft me, Leo- 
pold, I (hould oever have a thought of 
him but as your friend — as the friend of 
hhm whom I ftill confider as my hufbahd, 
and fipm whom no change of circom- 
llances, no poverty, Ihall divide me, while 
he ftill loves me r* 

. You nniay ifnagiiie that, by fuch a de« 
daration, all my elevated proje^s of he- 

ri>ifm were piit to flight. I now neitheV 
ciirvied nor was angry at Willfburg. I fell 
tliat be was. an objefl of picy i and fearing 
that I had treated him injur roufly, I would 
have Sown tO/him, have humbled myfelC 
before him, and implored his for^ivenefs, 

Gertrude^ however, who thought me in 
no condition to go to fuch an interview, 
befoujght me to calm my fpirits rather thaa 
&ek:iiew occafion for inflaming them. 
^ 1 will not remain with you/' faid (lie ^ 
*• for it is, on many accounts, iinfafe ; but 
if ever I bad any influence over your heart, 

' let 
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fit me conjure you ta remain alone till 
jxxxxt reafoo> . my dear. Leopold^ has^ con- 
quered thisi ebuUition of' paflioa. If our 
frieod has unhappily.^ntertained fentiments 
ii^Gonfifteot with his fj^iendihip) he 'wiU^ I- 
am fure^ rcprefe and drive them from hisi 
mind for ever^ when he is ailured by my-* 
felf, tbarthe ties that bind me to you are^.* 
in my eyes, as facred as if the ceremony^ 
h^d pafled : and this> if it be neceflary^ I 
willTay to him/* 

By fihch a creature who wo^uldnot be 
implicidy governed? I proftrated myfelF 
on the ground before her, and committed^ 
fo many < extravagant adbions iir aflurtng hep 
of my fubmifiion, chat Iht rbeoame mOre: 
doubtful than before .of the propriety of * 
leaving me» But at length » feeing; oie 9u- 
little more calm, Ibedefired me to wait for 
her where I was ; " for I have, already/*' 
&idihe> ^ been too loag abfent fironn my 
dear Ulrica^ whofe fituatton grows every 
day more alarming; ] camci little ima«^ 
girung tlhould find you in fuch a ftate of 
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mind, toxonrulc yon on the poflibility of 
obtaining fome intelligence of the fate of 
Colonel Deltheim, Ulrica is a^f^ually dy^ 
ing of a broken heart: it will foon be, if 
It be not already, too late to i^vt her : 
but fince (be has heard, by nne&ns of the 
woman where we lodge, who has a nephew 
in the fanrie reginnent, , that there has been 
another engagennent - in Flaqders, where 
the Auftrians have feverely fuflfered,^ fhe 
is perfuadcd that her lover is no more ; 
OAd the cruel anxiety that tears her heart 
is worfe, at Icaft it fecms more infupport- 
able, than even the certainty of his death," 

By thy^i twning my thoughts, for a 
monientjrto the fufferings of others, Ger- 
trude Endeavoured ^to leffcn:the emotion 
our convcirfation had excited ; and having, 
in fome degree, produced this effeft^ flie 
left me^ promifmg to rettirn. 

Her ftay was not long. Whtn (he ap. 
peart:d<, I faw that fomething had happen- > 
ed ftill «[\Qre toafFeA her. She gave xi\t 

a papcrrr-yJt is. from Williburg," faid 

- " (lie : 
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Ibe: « Willfburg has left us : he went j 
while I was abfent with yoiu." 

My hands trembled as I took the let 
ter, which I was hardly able to open. It 
contained a (hort but frienclly farewell ; an 
exhortation not to expofe myfclf to future 
perfecucion by rafhnefs^ but to be guided 
by my better angel j and a requcft that,: 
as a lafl: teftimony of my friend(hipi I 
would apply to the ufe of .my two, fair 
friends, what be enclofed, and remove 
them, as loon as I could, from their pre* 
fent fuuation». to* one where we might all 
be in greater fafety. "I have," added 
this generous young man,- ** taken fuch 
precaution with my friend, the governor, 
that he will fufFer you to remain as if in , 
attendance on the two^ ladies, to whom 
I h'ave told him that I have configned 
you, while they continue in their prefent de- 
jeded and de folate fixuation. Samcrfeldt, , 
who would nor envy fuch a fervitude T*-*- , 
There were encJofed notes on the Bank 
a£ Vienna to the amount of two hundred 

TL6 pounds I 
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poiihds!— — No man who has not had 
fuch proofs of exalted fricndfliip, and who 
faw himfelf divided from his bcnefaftor 
by fuch a circumftance as that which had 
compelled mine to lca^^e me, can judge of 
what I felt/ 

The money I confldered as a' facred 
depofir, by which I hoped to Have the 
power of faving, from perfonal diftrefs^ 
ific unhappy Ulrica. It wasi however, 
fotnc time before I was tranquil enough 
to lificn to the regulations for our future 
government that Gertrude propofcd j I 
acknowledged their propriety as foon as I 
underflood them; and promifed to be 
guided wholly by her, I was to remain 
where Willfburg had lodged, ftill paffing 
for his .fervant, lent to his friends^ on 
whom r was to attend occafionally, till 
thfe Baronefs Ulrica was; able to be re- 
moved.^ The Commandant, interefted in 
her favour By Willfburg, gave her and 
her friend every indulgence in his*power j 
but, within a few days after the death of 

I the 
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tliie Baron, he had, as^ v^is^ T fuppofe, his 
dtity, written to Vienna^toknow tta^jdea* 
furc of the miiiiftcr as to this young wo^ 
man. It was underftood, that the eftatee 
of Ehcndorf having been ftizcd, his datigh^ • 
ter was left entirely dependent otithfe rher-' 
cy of the government, which had> iinheardi 
condennned her father to perlftf in prifon-i 
The anfwerto this Application the Com- 
mandarit now waited f6r, Willfbiirg had 
undertaken to remind of it the ComnfiiT- 
(ioners, or other perfons, to whom the - 

official part of this bufinefs was ver^ pro- 
bably kft^ and wht>, as nothing was to be ' 
got by it, thought— perhaps,, no mprc * 
about it. The generous friendftiipofWillf- 

burg went farther. He deternnined to 
ufe his utmofl intereft^ that, at leaft, a part 
of what Ebendorf had defigned for the 
portion of his' youngeft daughter, mig^ht 
be reftoi^d. But it appeared to mCj and 
to her tenderly watchful friend, that this 
lad inftance of his noble nature would be 

exerted 
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exerted in vVifi ; . for that Uli^ic'a wcFiild ^ 
fink into'the grave before it could be qfe« 
ful to her, even if it were fuccfcfsfuK 

,Ou'r-;appfchen(ipnS( ^vere but tdo well 
founded. Six weeks after ihc loft hen; 
faxhrer^ Ulrica had a confirmatiuny by a« 
public priinr, of the death of Colonel Del* 
thelm. She had, till then, reiifted, by 
fome degree of courage, the progrcfs of ' 
her illners f ^Bd, at intervals, we had en« 

tertained hope that (he would conquer it ^ 
but w^en it was certain Deltheim was no^ 
more, the world appeared .to be a fcene of 
titter defolation, and (he ^even deplored 
that her life, wretched aa it was to herfelf, 
was a .cruel and ufelefs burthea on what 
Ihe called the generous charuy of Ger- 
trude and Son^merfeldt, who, releafed' 
from the trouble (he gave them, might 
yet be happy. Daily growing more lan- 
guid and weak, (he appeared defirous of • 
hafiening' the end of her fufferings,^and' 
jt was only the tears and prayers of Ger- 
trude that prevailed upon her to take 

any. 
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2iiy aourifbment. In fuch a ftate^ihe 
cQuld nofC long remain : (he died^ ap- 
parently without iny other pain than that 
of quitting her incoaiparable friend^ whofe 
tears were Ihcd over tthe -unmarked) grave, * 
where we ' faw the daughter depolked by 
the fide of her father* > . 

Gertrude . and I were then alone in a 
place where deep regret for our unhappy 
friends empoifoned the latisfaflioh of be- 
ing together, and of living offlj far eaCh 
other. There were niany reafcfris ' why 
pur ftay there was dangerous for me j 
many others why it was improper for hen 
My firft care, therefore, was, (ftill afting ' 
as Willfburg's fervant, and on his account,) 
to pay' every thing that was due from 
our unhappy frienda ; and xhi next, t^ con- 
fait with Gertrude on our r^mdvaU ' 
With ,that fortitude and ingenuoufnefs 
which gave value to her fofter pcSfecStions, 
ihe a>et the difficulties of her prcfe^nt fitua* 
tion. Itwasnot'proper,it was not even pofli- 
ble for her to travel alone to England. I 

could 
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coiiid no o^hefwife be alh^d to ^alte^* 
her than as htr hu^nd. Siicl}> however>. 
was n)y truecafi^dion for ber^ thai I would^; 
tak^ no advanuge of her fituation. I^ 
tljcrcfordrcprefcntcd to her the hopeleflnefs- 
oimy condition} that I didno^ flatter 
rayfehF I ihould ever recover the p6rt^o^1^^^• 
dcftined to me by mT^ father, when I firflr 
a^iredto the bkifing of caJling h^ mine^ 
that I had only aiheariwhich was more ar« 
dfintly andv tend^rl) attached to her tham 
wbca I Mdiirft fought her favour ^ buttbat* 
if.to devote foiy^kfe to her would induce her 
to overlook all the di&dvaptages of unit'mgt 
her fate widi nnine, I fliould not defpair ofv 
being able to retrieve, iivapother country, 
at leaft in fon>e degree, the e^sds^ of^ that: 

J njuftice I had fufiered in vfty own;. 

To this fpeechi which paflSon-then ren* 
dered incoherent^ Gertrude replied, that>. 
con&lering. hcrfelf bound to nie by the 

moflfacred tie^of honour,, and never hav^^ 
ing, for a moRicnr, repented of having' 
given me heV alfc£tions^ nothing ihould 
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ROW oblige her to quit me. '^I am not^ 
it is true> of that age,** faid ftiCj " whea 
the laws of Engla^nd allow me to difpofe of 
myfelf without the confent of my fathers 
but his confent I have already obtained^ 
and though change of circumAances mighty; 

perhaps, influence him ; it ought not, it 
ihall not afFe6t my refoluiion;" 

I mud have entirely changed my na« 
tureifany other voice than that of love 
had been heard after fuch a declaracioa 
fiom the 'Woman I adored^ As none 
were interefted in dOr actions, wereoioved,. 
unqueftioned, front Meiflfan, and, as foon 
as we entereil the territory of another 
Government, I no longer appeared as a 
fervant, and in a few days was the hufband 
of the lovelieft and mod beloved of wo« 
men. We had enough of money to carry* 
us to her native ifland, and to fupport \}$^ 
therefor a little time^ and Gertrude feem* 
ed very (anguine as to her father's recep- 
tion* of us. We even ventured to inmagine 
many means by which we might obtain a 

com* 
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competence in England; and as I was not 
fiow perfonally th danger from rt\y brother, 
and every place with her was to nnc a 
heaven upon earth, we fhould innmediaicly 
have fet out for that Jand of pronnife> if the 
uncertainty of my father's htt had not drag . 

ged me back to make a lad attempt to exe- 
cute towards him a duty, which, if it were 
Unfulfilled, would have embittered my life, 
however profperous, and deftroyed my 
tranquillity in the bofom of happincfs. 

But how was this to be done ? Innu-- 
meral)le, indeed, were the difficutties that. 
On every fide, prefented themfclves. I 
muft tread back much of the ground which 
had already been fo fatal to me ^ I muft 
expdfe myfelf ^hew to the cruel pcrfecutioa 
of my unnatural brother j and I had no 
rcafon to think his vigilance in purfuing 
me would have abated by my long difap- 
pearance, had he. thought me ftill living. 
I rather believed, that he imagined I had 
been compelled to enter into the army, and . 
had perifhed among the innumerable others 

who 
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who had fallen fince the period In which 
I had been founwclconae a vifuor to the 
Bifhop; and this was the more probable^, 
becaufe Willfburg had taken care to have 
fuch an account of me whifpered to thofe 
who would not fail to convey it to Cpunt 

Volgeth, as that which would be moft wel- 
come to him. 

Many difficulties, however, attended 
• ihe attempt which I yet felt it my duty 

to make s but thofe difficulties I fhauM 
have braved without hefuation, had they 
not involved the queftion, whether Ger- 
trude (hould ihare them, or whether I 

(hould leave her, neither pf which I could 
think of without infupportable.uncafincfs 
and apprchenfion. Far, however, from 
difluading me from executing what fhe 
knew was neceflary to my future peace, 
Ihe made light of every objedlion that 
arofe frooi my t^ndernefs for her, and en- 

couraged me to undertake the journey by. 
declaring it was asneceffary to her happi- 
nefs as to mine, fince (he ihpuld never 

forgive 
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forgive herfclf, if, by my fears for her, I 
omitted to obcam this laft fatisfadion. 
Many were the pr<>jc6ls we now devrfcd 
for paflitig in fecurity, and at little expenee^ 

through fo largeVa tradt of the country* 
To appear as p^afants, and furnMh our-- 

fdves with merely firch ncccffanes as that 
humble rank demanded, feemed the moft' 
likely to anfwer thefe purpofes s but there 
Was one very con fideVable hazard rn itj' 
levies were now making throughout Ger- 

many> and ' little attention was given to 
tBe will of thofc whofe fervices were de- 
manded. My age and height would pfo- 
b'ably make roe appear fo eligible to the 
dealers in human blood, that they would \ 
make no hefitatibn in conipelling me to 
enter their lifts: and fhould that happen^, 
the circumff ances in which Gertrude would . 
be left* were fo apalling to my imagina- 
tion, that 1 Ihrunk froni tHat experiment,/ 
though I knew not what other to adopt* , 
At length we determined to alter our 
appearance as much as poflible, to prevent 

• " out 
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ouf being known ; and to go firft to Vien^ 
na, where I Jntended to apply to Willf- 
burg, on whom I had ftill the iirmeft re- 

• 

liance, I thoughj: that^ however unequal 
Ills reafon might be to combat his paflTion 
for Gertrude, while there was yet a poffi- 
bility of obtaining her, that, with principles 
like his, he would learn to feel only tender 
friendfhip for the wife of his friend. I 
owed fo much to him already, that I be- 
lieved be would have a generous pleafure 
in increafing the obligation; and on his 
prudence I relied for inftrudions in the 
beft means of executing my journey to 
Zolna. 

To Vienna, therefore, we proceeded, 
and arriving there without accident, took 
up our abode in the fuburbs, where we cal- 
led ourfelvcs Wallachians, who were coinc 
'to Vienna to obtain a legacy left us by a 
deceafcd relation. As my prefent.appear- 

lande was altogether unlike that which I 
bad borne ID either of my former journies 
thither, I thotight myfdf i in Un}e danger 

of 
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of detcftion. I went fof th,* therefore, 
without apprehennon, and dire£ted my 
Heps to an holife of. public refort^ which 
I knew Willfburg frequented. Under a 
pretence eafily framed^ I enquired fdr 

him: my difappointmcnt and concern 
were extreme, to learn^hat he had, about 
ten days before, exchanged Into a regi- 
ment in aflual fervice in the north of Ger- 
many J and had joined it immediately. 
Thus faded the hope I had trufted to, of 
his advice, and even of his proteftion for 
Gertrude, had I been compelled to leave 
her while I went to Zolna : for fuch was 
my reliance on his honour and integrity, 
that I was fure he would, in fuch a cafe, 
have protefted her as his fifter. I was re- 
turning, difcouraged and perplexed, to re- 
late to her this unwelcome intelligence, 
when 1 was flapped in the ftreet, and, not 
without alarm, heard myfelf called by my 
name. The perfon who accofted me I 
fooB recognifed to be George Graff, the 
fon-in-law of my faithful Hans^ and one 

of 
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my prefcrvcrs at the beginning of my 
' diftrcflcrs. 

The honeft man cxprefled his joy at 
feeing me ftill aUve ; ** but, my dear 
young mafter,** feid h^e^ **this is no fafe 
place for you. Ah ! fir, fad changes have 
fallen out : I am no longer fgardcner at 
Zolna ; and Hans is quite worn down 
with trouble of one fort or other. My 
wife too — ^but, fir, I hope you will forgive 
me if I fay you ought not to be here.**— 
I enquired of him, then, whether he could 
point out a fafer place for our conference^ 
and he told me that he rented a fmall 
garden, three miles from the town, where 
he fubfifted by raifing vegetables, ^which 
he came every day to fellat Vienna ; and 
there he could tell me all I wifhed to 
know. Having given me a direftion to 
this place, we parted, and I prbmifcd to 
fee him in the evening. ' 

Gertrude lamented with me the abfence 
of our incomparable friend. She fbreboVc 
to fay^ though I doubted not that (he 

thought 
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thought his uiihappy palTion 'had deter- 
mined him to make this exchange. I 
was myfelf but too fure of it> ahd antici- 
pated, in bitternefs of heart, the fatal con* 
fec^uencej my fears were but too well 
founded. Even at the very time we had 
fought him u Vienna, and immediately 
on his arrival at the army, he fell :— -the 
world lod one who was an honour to human 
nature. I have never ceafed to conGder 
this fatal event as occafioned by liis friend* 
Ihip for me, which led him, fo unfortu- 
nately for himfelf, to Meiflen ; and that 
idea aggravates my regret for his lofs. I 
fecm to be condemned to injure thofe,who 
are attached to me, and to fufFer, in their 
perfohs, more than in my own. 

When evening drew on, I haftened alone 
to the habitation of Graff, and eagerly ^ 
intreated him to tell me all that had hap« 
pened at Zolna, and when he lad faw or 
heard of the ftate of the old Count. The 
man looked at me with amazement, which 
ibon fybfided in concern. ^< At Zolna ! 

' nr/* 
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fir/' faid he* *« Do you not know, theoj 
that the Count, your fathei:^ has been gooc 
a great while ?'* 

*' Gone !" cried I, eagerly interrupting 
him : ^* how do you mean? Gone! if 
be dead then ? Has that oioft unfeelidg . 
monftcr deftroyed hinn ?'* ^ 

« Not yet/' replied Graff i "the Count, 
flill lives, but his recollection and under- 
ftanding are quite loft; and be is all the 
fame as a child. Nobody knew why it 
was i but, on a fudden. Count Volgeth 
removed him from ZoIn^« He was not 
quite fo feeble at that ti ne, for thofe 
that were about him made, after a while, 
no fcruple to talk to the few old fervants 
that now and then, though they were dif«* 
miflcd ?frofn^ the houfe, ventured to alk 
about their good old mafter; and from 
them I heard, that fometimes the Count 
feemed to be fenfible of the hardfhips they 
put upon him, and—'* 

Here I could not forbear ag^in intcfr- 
rupcing Graff—" Hardftiips 1" exclaimed 

V0L.1V^. L I^iQ 
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li 111 a tone that made the honeft fellow 
"^ ttt^otold,,*^* dared they then to make my 

father fuflfer indignities^ hardfliips— — ** 

«« Not in any thing clfe, fir/* faid the 
toati, " but in refufing him to fee you, 
white he fometimes begged with rears in 
his eyes; and in not being allowed to 
manage his own affairs, <»• have the difpo- 
fal of any money j for, a$ to all the reft, 
he was weir'enough taken care of. But 
people did fay, that there were remarks 
made upon ^he Count by thofe that he 
had no mind Ihould thirtk he had done 
wrong? and fo, for that reafon, and 
Joecaufe of the expencier of keeping lip the 
caftle at Zolha, the great Count brought 
your father to an houfe he has ha^d by 
f here, on the river fide: and^every body 
atZolna was difj^iflfed, and all the pictures 
and bell of the goods brought away. I 
have heard^^but pray^ fir,' do Hot be fo 
unhappy on that account, for what good 
yill that do, you know-^I haveheard, fince, 
that the Count, your brpther, has been 

tpld 
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told that he ought to provide for rou, and 
that his behaviour' cowards )rou has itot 
^ten well thought of; fo that he was de<» 
firous, as he gave out^ of your returning^ 
that people might know the (lories that had 
gone about . were not true s and for thac 
purpofej and becaufe he faid he wifhed to 

do ail tbait was brotherly by you, he 
caufed you; as I have heard,, to be fearched 
after every where, till now lately, «vcry 
bpdy h^s faid that Count Volgech has beeii 
aflbred that you went into. the ^rmy, and 
be has fent to fin^}, if he can, what regi* 
ment you are in." 

I lidened to all this with variouss but 
rhoft painful fenfations. •* My father^ 
then," faid I, " is even now near me* 
I will fee him once more, though certain 
death be the confcquerice. Tell me quick- 
ly> good. Graff, which way muft I go? 
I will attempt to-night! now this very 
moment I will attempt it !'* ,. , 
^ "Ah! fir," faid this faithful fellow, '<what 
purpofe will it anfwer ? My poor old 
' L 2 mafter 
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maftcr will not know you — he Icnows no» 
one, as Herman-Teiks, - who often waits 
upon him, has told me. He flecps bcft. 
part of his time, and fcems to have forgot- 
ten every body." Befides, fir, there be 
thofc that do not think Count Volgeth 
would ha\re done as he did about you, if 
fo foon afterWards he wiihed ybu well; 
and it has-been told, by people about hirn; ^ 
chat he has been heard to fay, he had 
rather the family (hould perilh and be 
forgotten, than that your children, by an 
Englifti woman and a ftranger, fhould in- 
herit the eftates and honours. Indeed, 
fir, he has fo much power, and has taken 
fuch pains to fet the great people 
agamft you, that, if I might advife, it 
ftiould be for you to avoid, above all things, 
putting yourfclf into his hands." 

I was grateful for Graft's advice, 
though I was determined not to follow it. 
1 was, indeed, at that moment, incapable 
qf hearing rcafon. Night was coming 
on i the idea moft predominant in my mind 

was 
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was, that, under its covert, I mighr, fome- 
how or other, obtain admifllon to Counc 
Sommerfcldc. Chance had befriended me 
once before : I might again be equally 
foccefsful in reaching the apartmdnt of the 
poor old man. Of my own fafety I was 
carelefs j I h^d obtained information 
enough to enable me to find the place j 
and -I went forward. 

WheYi I reached the houfe, I faw two 
or three fervants within the court yard, 
the door of which was open. By the 
lights near them, I knew the livery to be 
that of Volgeth, Qther fervants, of the 
fame a(!>pearance, canne out and went in. 

Some men, who waited in the hall, fpoke 
10 them J and they feemcd to be playing 
and joking with each other. I knew none 
of them } and I imagined they would as 
little know me, or believe that I had any 

other motive thaa curiofity for the enqui- 
ries I (hould make. I could form no 
plaufible excufe, and therefore faid, ad- 
drcffing myfclf to one of them, ** Is your 

L 3 lord 
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loFd within ?"— " Why, if he is/* replied 
the man, " what would you liaye to fay to 
himr 

An older and graver fervaat ftepped fori- 
^ard, "Who do you want, young m^o? 
This is not a time when, if Count Volgeth 
was at home, you could fend in a petition : 
the old Count, his father, is ]u(l dead ; and 
he'll hear no petitions at all for fome days 
^o'comc. However, if you will leave your 
name with me, and call a week hence, at 
the Count's houfe, at Vienna, Til fee what 
I can do for you. Bring your nam45 to- 
morrow : here arc people within that 

are waiting for mc."*^So faying, he went 
M^ithin the court yard, the gates of which 
were (hut, and I remained, thunderftruck, 
and almoft deprived of niy fenfesi Withf 
out.*' r . 

** It is all over, then,'* faid I — ^^ my fa^ 
therisgoheyforevcr! Volgeth^the meafurc 
of thy crimes is full ! And I, wretched 
and daftardly as I am, do not dare 
to meet this parricide, this dtftroyer } 

; Nay, 
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Nay, I dare not even folicit^ humbly folieii 
him, for leave to behold, once itio^e, the 
author of my being, my firft, beft friend, 
whofe lattc^r days were rendered fo bittc;lf^ 
Yet why n.>t? What can he do^ ^w^rtsJ 
at this moment to force a)yfclf into hU pfCf 
fence ? What can he do? Ajas ! he can 
tear me fr6m Gertrude : and fhall I expofe 
her to the evils that may then befal her ?'* 
The idea of that adored creature recalled 
my aftoniflied icnfcs. I;Icr~vok:e would 
appeafe the aoony of my heart 5* in her 
bofom I could flied tjjars -, and the throb- 
bings of my temples , would ceafc> I 
flew, therefore, .wildly back, unconfcir 
ous that I ran like one purfUed, and 
arrived breathlefs and pale at the |odg-- 
ing vyherc we lived. Gertrude, already ' 
alarmed at my unufual abfence, was 
ftill more terrified at the condition in 
which I appeared, and the exclamations^ 
of rage and grief that I incoherently utter- 
ed : and it was fome time before I was 
(collcfted enough to explain to her the 

L 4 caufc 
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caufc of my anguiih and affli£lion. Her 
tears then recalled nr»c to fome degree bf 
reflection. The violence of my rage and 
indignation gave way to grief of a gentler 
kind } and 1 became, after fome time, 
tranquil enough to hear the ipild reafoi^ing 

of Gertrude. « While/* faid (he, *' your 
father lived, while it could foothe him, or 

gratify your fenfe of duty and afFeSion, 
you Icnow, my dear friend, that 1 was far 
from oppofing your hazarding much ta 
fee him ; for, dear as your fafery is to me, 
1 would not purchafe it at the price of 
youf peace of mind. But will it, Leopold^ 
now benefit your father, if ypu plunge into 
that danger' you fo lately, arid with To 
much difficulty, efcapcd -from ? Afk 
yourfelf what it is probable would have 
been your father's wifties, could he have 
communicated thofe wilhes to you ? Do 
you not know that your fafety would 
have been the firft wifh of his heart ? Pre- 
fervc yourfelf, then, my Leopold, to che- 
ri(h his memory, and for your Ger- 
trude/ 
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trude, who rcckpns on no other friend 
but you.** ^ 

However headlong and violent I was, it* 
was hardly ppfliblc. to refill .the voice of, 
reafonj united, to a£Ee£tion; nor did I» 
when I looked at the angel countenance of 
my wife, think I fhould be juftified in 
hazarding any thing that might tear me 
from her,-- and leav€ her unprotcfted. To 
her perfuafions, therefore,* I yielded; but 
from one laft gratification of filial affeftiony 
I would not be di/Tuaded. . I determined 
to wrap myfelf up in a mourner's cloak^ 
and be prefent at the melancholy office of 
depofiting the remains of my father in the 
burial- place which I underftpod Volgeth 
had provided near thehabitation where he 
expired. Gertrude would not endeavour 
to prevent me from indulging my me- 
lancholy and, regret ; yet (he trembled 
left I Ihould be fo much afFedcd by fucK' 
a fcene as to betray myfelf: and, at 
length, her tender entreaties prevailed. 
I allowed her^ in a difguife of mourning, 

L 5 . which 
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which could not fail efFe^kually to cooceal 
her> to go with m^; and only her having 
don^ focould have brought me> undifcover- 

cd, from fuch a fcene. Volgethdidnot hinf^- 
fblf attend, which was, perhaps, fortunate 
for nne, fol" the fight of him woulcf- proba- 
bly have overcome my resolutions of for- 
bearance, even though Gertrude's arm was 
clafped in mine. 

1 hgd thus bade an eternal adieu 
to the laft fad relifts df my father; my 
mind returned to the contemplation of that 
period of my life when his whole of hap- 
pinefs feemed to depend on me i and the 
remembrance that I had never once wil- 

fully given him pain, the recolledion of 
thofc inlUnces when I had Sacrificed my 
own wilhcs to his repofe, now were the on- 
ly thoughts that were foothing to my 
mind* It was only in my preference for 
Grertrude that I had once couitterafted his 
inclinations ; and the event had. 'proved 
.that the condudb, of his eldeft fon would 

have beeh; equally atrocious^ had I, at 

that 
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that period, attacfved myfelfco her ufthappy. 
friepd. All profped of fortune appearcdj^ 
however, to have vaniHicd for ever ; yet, 
tp a younger brother's proviilon, aitd (bmc; 
tiart of my mother's property, I had a 
legal claims and thoiigh I h^d no 
doubt but that my father's will \^as de« 
firoyed, and the money he had fa^ed for 
me taken by my brother, there appeared 
ibmething daftaidly in itfelf, and unjuft tp 
; Gertrude, in giving up thefe claims. 
Could I have met Count Volgeth, as man 
to man, 1 (hould not hav^ hefitated a mo« 
ment ; but in that way I knew the attempt 
to meet him was hopelefs. He was armed 
with power, which he would exert to crulh 
me J and he had certainly taken precau- 
tions as would prevent my injuries from 
being believed, or even heard. 

One expedient, however, occurred to 
me i and 1 determined to execute it be- 
fore my departure for England, This 
was, by means of Grafi^ whom alone I 
could truft, to employ a lawyer, who- 

L 6 ' would 
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wbirfd enter a proteft on my behalf, Si/ch 
a man^ in an humble rank in his pro- 
feffion^ I founds but not without diffi* 
culty 5 and having giv^n Graffito be paid 
liim as. the price of thefc fervices, a 
ihird of all that Gertrude and I poffelTedv 
in the world, we began our pilgrimage to* 
wards England--->the afylum of the unfor- 
tunate, the arbitrefs of nations, the feat of 
the liberal arts, and the chofen throne of 
liberty her fclf ! With fuch ideas to infpirc 
hope, and Gertrude irrevocably mine- 
Gertrude! who every day became more 
dear to me, my journey began. We tra- 
velled in the cheapeft way poflible 5 but 
far from finding any mortification in' thia 
ncceflity, it was produftive of many plea- 
sures — pleifures that were diminifhed only 
by the remembrance of my father's lofs, 
and the cruelty of my brother. The 
Rhine carried us, on its varied ^nd ro^ 
mantic bofom, a great part of our way. 
From thence we pa fled, alniofl: entirely 
by water, into Holland, and landed at 

Harwich, 
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Harwich, after a (hort anci favourable paf- 
' fage. A« we had a gre;at part of England 
to crofs before we reached the abode of 
Mr. Leiccfter, it was neceflary for us to 
remain in London a few days. Gertrude 

knew fome peribns there whom (he thought 
her friends, others that were her relations. 
Thefe (he was defirous of feeing, as well 
as of apprizing her father of her return, in 
a fituation con(iderably different from that 
he expe6led to fee her in. We therefore 
took a fmall lodging, on a fecond floor, in 
a ftreet leading from the Strand to the. 
Thames J and though it was not very 
commodious, we had determined to limit 
our expences, and to live a3 cheaply as we 
could, while we waited anfwers to'our let- 
ters in the capital of the Britifli empire. 

After Gertrude had a little recovered 
the efFclfts of the fea-voyage, arid the fa- 
tigue of the latter part of her journey, I per- 
ceived that her fpirics were afiedted by thd 
uncertainty fhe was in as to the reception 
(he fliould meet with from her own family :- 

while 
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while this was a diftant event, it had prcf- 
fed lefs on her imnd. Now fhe recalled 
the circun^ftance 6f her nnother-in-law's 
temper, and rcmentibered, that while (he 
concealed her real dffpofition fronn the 
world, and even kept decent tertns with, 
them, thaD her fifter and herfelf were al- 
ways evidently confidcred as intumbran* 
-ces^ and the eager defire of the fecond, 

'Mrs. Leicefter, to difburthen her hufband 
of the children of his firft rharriage, had 
been the principal incK)cement to his hav- 
ing given his eldcft daughter, at a very 
cjarly age, to a man who* had. no other re- 
commendation than the probability of an 
affluent fortune. Towards her fifter, with 
whom (he had been united in the tendercft 
flriendfhip, Gertrude now anxioufly look- 
ed ; but, on fending a letter to the former 

town refidence of Mrs. Wardcnell, this 
beloved fifter, Gertrude hs^d the mortifica- 
tion of hearing, that the houfe had been 
given up by its former refidents many 

months before ^ and that aothing was 

known 



known of their prcfent abode. Gertrude, 
oii\ rccdvifig this mteUigcfice, exprcflfed 
moVe aoncern than I thought fuch a cir« 
cuniftance^ ought to excit^. ** You will 
eafily/^ faid J, " hear of her among your 
mutual friehds ; a change of rcfidcnce is 
ib comnnon, and may be fd many ways 
accounted for, that 1 cannot conceive why 
you fliould, my dear love/ make 'yourfelf 
thus uneafy at it.** Gertrude, who had, 
till then, never fpoken on the fubjedt, re- 
plied by giving me a flight drawing of the 
charader ofher brother-ih law; andadded, 
that, from many circum(lancea that bad be'- 
^curred^beforc (he left England, fhe was very 
l^pprchenfive his affairs were embarraffed, 
and that he was gone with his family 
abroad. 1 agreed with her, that, from what 
I now learned, this was but too probable: * 
yet I befought her not to anticipate evil, 
but to tranquillize her fpirits till (he could 
. fte an old friend ofher mother*s, who was, 
fte found, at her houfc in town, and ,who 
had, by a vcrjr long and elaborately civif 

card. 
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card, informed her> in anfwer to beF«^- 
quirieS) that (he (hould be at ho(¥)e the, 
next day. 

As this was a woman whoj on acooui^t 
of the fudden elevation of her fannily, was. 
now confidered as a perfon of rank, Ger- 
trude, who remembered all the etiquette 
which thofe whom the French call despar^- 
vettues^ fo tenacioufly adhere to, was car- 
ried thither in a fedan chair ^ an hackney* 
coach being, as (he informed me, a vehi- 
cle which ccruld, by ho means, be fufFered 
before the door of Mrs. Bracey, 

My wife, who was not long abfent, re- 
turned on foot. I met her at the -door, 
and faw that (he was pale, and that (he 
trembled. As I led her up ftairs, I gently 
chid her for having fatigued herfelf j for 
to fatigue I imputed thefe Jymptoms. She 
replied not, till in our little room, (he 
threw herfclf into a chai% and a (hower of 

tears fell from her eyes, while (he faid^ 
"Ah 1 my dear friend, it is not frorn walk** 
ing I fuffersand oeconomy to us is fo 

ncce(rary. 
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neceffary, that I (hould not murmur if I 
did : but I ftnd/myfclf here in a world for 
which I am lefs calculated than ever> and 
I aheady doubt whether we ought not to 
have remained in an humble rank in your 
native country, rather than have braved the 
contempc which our Htuacion may expofe 
us to in mine/'— She then gave me an ac- 
count ot her reception by Mrs* Bracey^ 
her mother's mod intimate friend^ and 
one who, during her infancy and early 
youth, ' had profcflcd for her the Hvelicft 
affeftion. 

It would take too much time were Ito 
repeat Gertrude's little hiftory of the inter- 
view J nor could I indeed do it juftice, I 
underftbod, however, that the lady, who was 
then alone, received her with fmiles and 
courteiy, congratulated her upon her mar- 
riage with a. young man of family and for- 
tune, and, being always very full of hcrfelf 

and the particular fct of people (he lived 
among, began totalk of them in her ufual 
way, a way oftentatious from its affefta- 

- tion 
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tion of humility, ahd it was fomc time be- 
fore Gertrude coold obtain an opportunicy 
ofafking after her- family. - Atthefe quef- 
tioDS, when fhe at length found ocjcafion 
to aflc tbem^ Mrs. Bracey expreffed great 
aftonifhnfvent. It was wonderful, that lady 
obferved, Ibe (hould be ignorant of the 
fituation of her fifter, cOnfideringhow pub- 

' lie it had been> and» aifeding great com- 
miferation, informed her, that Mr. W^r- 
dcncll, the hufband pf that fifter, had, Tome 
time fince, been utterly undone; that his 
eilate and cfFcds having been fpld, he was 
goae^ no one kaew whither. His wife and 
children^ after remaining a little time 
among their relations, had difappeare^ 
alfo, and Mrs. Bradey knew not where 

' even the traces of them could be found. 
Gertrude, hardly able to fpeak, from 
the acute pain this account inflided on her, 
ventured tremulqully to.afk if her faeher^ 

. had not, in this exigence,' received her 

unhappy fifter? 

"Your 
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^*your father!'^ cried Mrs. Braceyj 
f* why, childi what do you fuppofc he could 
do, poor man^. 1 know but little of hirti 
inyfclf^ certainly, bf late; but I think 
they told mc th^t, (fom i ■ upon my 

wocd I have forgotten what loflfcs/hc was 
ii unlikely to do your filler any great fcr- 
vicc^that he had little Icfi; for himfelf, bu? 
4:hc Trriall portion of his wife— *I mean bis 
Jaft wiftg t fo that you « » < ■** 
'' Alt that moment a violent thundering ait 
the ,door announced vifitors — they, were 
tilled dowagers, or the wiA^es of fome flou» 
-rifbiog men in office, who, being elevated 
to a fituatM^n which it was extremely un» 
likely, in the formerp^tof their lives, that 
they (hould ever hiate filledi, had taken up 
Blltheilate of women- of high rank. Four 
ar five coaches followed in fucecflion, and 
added certaid literary^ ladies, eye Jai dijant 
Uly to the augoft pcrfonagcs before aflem* 
bled. Gertrude felt herfclf entirely for- 
gotteiij and, after a few nriomenrs, rofe to 
cake leave i but Mrs, Bracey was fo occu- 
pied 
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pied by her more important vlfitbrs, 
that (he hardly attended to her, and 
(lightly nodding, faid, ** Good bye, nny 
dear ; excufe me if I forget your new 
name; 1 wi(h you a pl^afabt journey.'* 

Such is the outline of the accourttGef* 
trude gave me of her reception with this 
•* dear old friend** of her mother's. I faw 
that, with . that admirable and mild forti- 
tude which had fo nuich charmed me in 
other Icenes, (he now endeavoured, ifihe 
could not conquer, to conceal from me, 
the pain (he felt /rom, this dilappointment; 
and, as far as related to Mrs. Bracey, con- 
tempt blunted her refentmentj but when 
fhe rcflcded on the cruel intelligence rela^- 
tive.to her father and her fifter, thus un- 
feelingly communicated, the hope that 
the evil might be exaggerated did but lit- 
tle appeafc her uncafincfs. No anlwer ar- 
rived from Mr. Leicester ; we imagined 
he xwas removed from his family-houfe j 
while our finances were fo much reduced, 

and London was fo extremely expenfivc) 

that. 
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that, if our ftay ihould be ppolonged, wc^ 
were likely to be diftrefi equally to reitiain 
or to remove. Gertrude, perfectly aware 
of chisj colle£ted her thoughts, and de« 
terrtiincd, fince no letter ftill arrived from 
her father, to feck foQie 6f thofe With 
whom he was formerly conneAed, in hopes 
of more chcaring intelligence. Stranger 
as I was in this country, I could not be in« 

fenfible of our fituation 5 and my uneafi- 
hefs was the more ao^te, becaufe the very 
circumftance of my being a foreigner ren- 
dered me lefs able to judge what ought to 
be done^ and, in many inftances, lefe eli« 
gible to aOTifl: the exertions of my angelic 

girl. 
^ Thtrc was, as Gertrude informed me, 

an old merchant in the city-, who was, 

^hen ihe left England, fuppofed to be 

one of the^ richeft of its inhabitants. Mr, 

Leiccfter had been the friend of his early, 
youth, and had, at that period, an pppor« 
lunity of doing him a fervice which laid 

the foundation of bis fubiequent profpe- 

14 rity. 
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rity. Tohim Gertrude rcfolvcd to (fxiake 
application, believing that (be might, at 
kaft> obtain information of her father's 
prefent (ituatipQ, on which (he might rc-^ 
ly. Having waited on this morning, aU 
fo, till the pbft had; pafled, without receir-^ 
ing any anfwer to what (he had written, 
now' a week before/ (he fet out on thia 
forlorn hope* I know no lituation fo irkr 
fome, not to (ay intolerable, a& being left, 
cfpecially when thp miod is ill at eafe, in 
the dreary rooms of. ^n inn, or of a lodg*-* 
irig fuch as we ndw inhabited. Xhe hum 
of;burinef$f or the echo of mirth,, is alike 
odious. to bim who cannot be bufy, and 

hears^ in merriment, fomething like 
?ff infult to his mifery. When I had> 
fronh my two pair pf ft airs window, \i^atch- 
ed Gertrude to the end of the ftreet, I. had 
nothing. to do till her ret-urn,^ but toti'a* 
verfe our two gloomy rooms, and review 
the cirtumftafices of th€ two laft years of 
my Kfe. Occupied thus mournfully, I 
caft my eycs.on a paper, which fomc for^ 
' ■ z mcr 
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mcr lodger in thcfc apartm^nte had left 
in a drawer under the glafs, I faw it 
was written upon, and that the writing 
was in verfe. The vcrfes were of that 
melancholy caft fo congenial to the feel- 
ings wich which I was, at that nnoment, 
influenced ; and my own anxiety was be-^ 
guiled while I tranfcribed them from thcj 
mutilated paper, on which they were hard- 
ly legible. 

^Wheh Gertrude returned,! faw that her 
inquietude was not appeafed : her old city 
friend had received tierivith great cold- 
nefs; aflfedlcd hardly to recoiled!: her; 
and, when (he made herfelf knqwn, infi- 
nuated that he had fo great a diflike to 
foreigners of every dcfcription, that he 
coulj not help, being forry to hear that 
his former friend's daughter was married 
to one. He then began a (lory about (he 
hardly knew what, which, however, was 
meaht to depreciate every man not born 
in England j and before he came to the 
Iiber<d inference which he fecmed to in- 

tend 
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tend to draw, fome perfon defired to fpeak. 
to him, and he abruptly bade her a good 
tnorning, hardly ftaying till he had an* 
fwered the only queftion (he was now dif- 
pofed to afki as to her father's reiidence. 
** He lives where he did, I fupppfe," faid 

be I '< at lead, I have not heard to the 
contrary." 

Gertrude having finiftied this detail, I 
endeavoured to re-affure her, as well as I 
could. ** Well, we will go to your fa- 
ther," faid I i " 1 feel a reliance on his 
affedtion for you, and, in regard to myfelf, 
i hope to convince, him, that whatever 
change fortune may have made in fny 
circumftances, I have an heart not wholly 
unworthy of fny Gertrude's love, and a 
fpirit as independent as his own." Ger- 
trude ftill drooped. *' Be not difcou- 
ragcd, my love/* continued I ; ** we have 
youth, and heal :h, and afFeftion. We 
Ihall be together wherefoever deftiny may 
throw us ^ and that circumftarure enfures 
io us, at leail it does to me^ a certain 

degree 
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degree of happinefs, which no other can 
deprive me of. Ah ! dcarcft girl,- how 
many are there who have no tender affec- 
tions when their heart reds fecure— • 
none who either fhare or fwfcetcn their 
forrows ! > See/' (and I gave the paper I 
had found,) " here is^a melancholy proof 
of it/' 

" Alas ! Leopold," repfied (he, the 
tears rifing into her eyes as (he fpoke, 
" That there is variety of mifery I know 
but too well; but the calamity of others 
cannot, furely, mitigate ours."— •She 
then cad her eyes. on the paper. I 
faw her countenance change the morrienc 
Ihe looked ft'eadily at the hand. " Gra- 
cious Heaven rVexclaimed fhe, " this is 
the writing of my fifter !*' Then haffily 
perufing the contents, (he became ftill 

more afFefted, and f;iid, *^ It is her writ- 
ihg, I am fure of /it. ' I, know that (he 
cfcicafionairy wrote, poetry, jtho'iigh flie; 
hardly ever (bowed it, even to me: Nor 

is it difficult for^me to account for her 
Vol. IV. ' M ' feeling 
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feeling and uttering jcxpreffions like thefe/' 
1 endeavoured, fincc 1 faw thcfe con- 
jedures gave my wife To much pain, to 
perfuade her they might be unfounded ; 
but fhc told me fhe was very fure of what 
Ihc aflcrtcd : « Nor is it/' faid (he, ** dif- 
ficult to account for finding them here. 
This houfe was, when I went abroad with 
our popr Ulrica, inhabited by a man 
who had rharried an old fervant of my 
mother, and who endeavoured, by enter* 
ing into the coal-trade, and letting his 
houfe in apartments, to obtain a living. 
My fiftcr, juft before I quitted England, 
had gone to Italy with her hufband. The 
embarraflrnents Mr. Wardenell had fallen 
into were incrcafed by that expedition. 
Very foon after their return they quitted 
their houi^ in town-, and it is but too 
probable, that when fhe was afterwards 
compelled to refide there, in the hope of 
fettling the affairs, ihe reforted hither* 
From what 1 coUedled in my late enqui- 
ries, there can be no doubt that all this is ^ 

- - too 
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too true, Alas ! Leonora, where are you 
now ?— where (hall I feek you ?" 

All my endeavours to difpel the uneafi- 
nefs this incident had created in thebofooi 
of my wife, were/ I could perceive, yain : 
yet. not to increafe mine, flie endeavoured . 
to appear calm. 

A few hours after Gertrude's return, 
1 received information, from a quarter to 
which I had before'^had recourfe, that AJt- 
dorf, which was the name now borne by 
my fec#nd brother, was ftill in England, 
where he held fome poft inthei diploma- 
tic line, but, in fa<5l, was more a man 
of pleafure than of bufinefs, and troubled - 
himfelf very little about any thing elfe 
but his own amufcment and gratification, 
I did not believe hjs enmity to me had 
ever" been fo great as Vblgeth's, and I 
hoped he might feel fome compundion, 
as well as compafiion, when my father's 
death and my fituation were known to 
him. I wrote to him, therefore, in a ftyle 
which, it appeared to me, one brother 

M 2 had 
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had a right to ufe towards another, i 
obtained no anfwcr. I wrote a fecond, 
and a thijd time> by means of a Gernnan 
muHcian, who had acceTs to him. H^ 
could not then refufe an anfwer. It 
was, however, verbal only, and rmportedj 
that Count Altdorf knew no fuch per^ 
fbn, and defired he nnight be troubled 
with his letters no more. . 

Thus repulfed, the compofer, whofe 
bread, he told me, depcnde^d on the favour 
of the great, defired to decline any farther 
interpofition' ; and I determined to go to 
Altdorf my felfi but I found this inten- 
tion fo very alarming to Gertrude, and 
her uneafinefs on many other accounts 
was fo acute, that it was rilking health 
more precious than my own life, to per- 
fift in this refolution, or, at leaft, to exe- 
cute it, till Gertrude was Icfs wretched 
about her father and her fitter, of neither 
of whom we had yet received any intelli- 
gence. It was therefore I took the refo- 
lution to ufe what little money remained, 

in 



THE RUMGARIAN, Cl^^^ 

in conveying Gertrude into the country, 
where I hoped her father would receive 
her, and I ioiagined I could leave her in 
his protedion while I returned to fettle 
certain points with Altdorf, and to fpeak 
to him in a different tone from that which 

1 had hitherto ufed. We proceeded, then, 
in the cheapeft way we could devife, to the 
market*town, about fixty miles from Lon- 
don, On arriving there no other con- 
veyance offered but. a poft-chaife, to carry 
us from the inn to his houfc. Gertrude 
enquired after her father. She was an- 
.fwered, that he Was living, but they knew 
nothing more of him, as he had little com- 
munication at that place. 

With fenfations fuch as perhaps none 
can imagine but who have been circum* 
ftanced nearly as we were, we approached 
the houfe. The arrival of vifitors feemcd, 
by the lights we faw moving about it, to 
be an extraordinary circumftance. Ger- 
trude enquired for the fervants whom fhe 
had left there, that one of ihem might an- 

M 3 nouncc 
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nouncc her to her fatlicr v but, except the 
manager of his farm, a fullen clowo> there 
was not one of thcnrt remaining. This 
man feemed to be without any idea& 
but of his bufinefs ; and conceiving, as 
I eafily perceived, that, as I was not an 

Englifhman, I muft be a Frcnchnman, he 

I 

very rudely faid, he would let his mafter 
.Know that Mifs Garty, as was, wanted to 
fpeak to him ; but he could net make 
any thing of outlandilh names. I felt 
Gertrude tremble as fhc held my 'arm 5 
and, believing it bed to (horten a fcene fo 
diftrefling to my wife, I followed with her 
the man who went to annoiinceus. 

Mr, Leicefter w^s fitting in a great 
chair, his feet and hands wrapped- tip in 
flannel. His wife and three girls were in* 
the room. They appeared to be much 
more furprifed than pleafed whert Ger- 
trude, approaching, knelt- to her father, 
and burft into tears. She named me — 
but could add nothing. A flight degree 
of afiedliOn, but it was momentary, ap. 

pcarcd 
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pcarcd to move the old man. He hied 
to (hake ic off, and fccnried afraid of be* 
traying any marks of kindhefs to the child 

of his fifft wife, while under the^fcrutiniz- 
ing eyes of his fccond. He welcomed us, 
however; but it was affurediy slavery 
different wekonle from that which we 
fhould have received,, had I bcea ftill the 
favourite and affluent fon of Couot Som- 
mei-vek, to whofe marriage with his 
daughter Mr. Leiccfler hadlfo readily 
confented. We had an apartment allotted 
to us I but many hours of the fecond day 
had not palTed, before intimations were 
giveni by the elder Mifs Leiccfter, that this 
accommodation could ^ly be temporary, 
for that her coufin was coming today fomc 
mdnths'with her mamma, arid that room 
Was always referved for her. Gertrude had 
foon afterwards an opportunity of cbnverfing 
alone with her father ; and. With the moft 
poignant concern^ learned that her uh- 
fortunate fifler, who, at a very early period 
of life, had married acte'rding to her fe- 
. M 4 H thcr's 
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therms wifhes rather than her own, had 
been To fcducrd, with her infant-fannily, 
by the mifcondud of her hufband, that, 
after having undergone very great diffi- 
culties and diftreffeSj Ihe was now gone to 
Ireland, on the pronriifc of receiving af- 
liftance. fronn ibmc of his relations, who 

refided in that country. All that hjer fa? 
ther had been able to do for her, was to un- 
dertake to provide, during herabfence, 
for two of her children, who were too 
^oung to accompany her in her fad ex* 
patriatian. Mr. Leictftcr^ who.fccmed, 
»s. Gertrude thopght, t^ have tnore feel- 
ing for itj>e daughters of hi;5 firft marriage 
than he vefitur^to fhc^, aflured her, that 
in doing ihu« jmuch, he had exceeded the 
bounds of prudence ; for that his affairs h^ 
long been in an embarraflbd ftate, and 
his infirmities confined him fo frequently 
to his toom, that his farming, , on the 
fyccef) of which a co.nfiderable part of his 
income had formerly arifen, had failed of 
brfnging him the fupp^ies it formerly did. 

He 
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He gavre Gertrude thus to underftand, that 
ic was but little in his power to give 

us any permanent or confiderable af- 
(iftancej and enquired of her what it was 
my purpofe to do? at the fame time inti- 
mating, that, after the change of my cir- 
cumftances, (he had done exceedingly 
wrong not to confult him; and that the- 
three hundred pounds he had fent her,, 
that Ihe might appear properly as the 
wife^ of a pnan of fortune, were never in- 
tended to enable her to unite herfelf to ak 
man without any. 

Gertrude then acquired courage to re* 
late the hiftory of my misfortunes arid 
hers. The narrarive did not fail of mak- 
ing fome impreflion i but Mr. Leicefter 
endeavoured to avoid Ihewing that he felt 
it. He is a man who, poffcffing early in life 
a ^conHderable property, having had then> 
high health and a great flow of animal^ 
fpirits, had lived a very thoughtlefs life, . 
and diffipated a (CO»fiderable part of his for* 
tune, till he was three or four and thirty^ 

Ms He 
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He then became acquainted with a young 

woman, mother of Gertrude, and hereldeft 

* 

fider. She had only a fmall fortune of 
about a thoufand pounds; but her un- 
common beauty of perfon, added to 
many other good qualities, induced Mr. 
Lciceftcr to overlook the difadvantages of 
his taking an almoft portionlefs wife, to re- 
pair the diminution which his gaiety had 
made in his own fortune. The felicity 

Ke enjoyed with her, during the few 
years they liyed together, made him 
more than amends. But, unhappily for 
him and his children, he loft her at the 
end of four years* His phn of domeftic 
happincfs was broken ; his children were yet 
infants \ and the place where he had lived 
with and loft their mother, became. infup- 
portable to him. Thrown once more 
back on the world, his former habits re- 
turned upon him with greater inveteracy ; 
and his pecuniary affairs fpon became fo 
much difordered, that nothing could re- 
trieve them but pnarrying fome woman 

of 
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offOftane. Such a one was eaGly found 
by a' man of his appearance; for 4ie had 
then a very hand fome per fon. Mr. Leicef- 
ter married. ' His fortune was, in a certain 
degreei'retrieveds but his happinefs was 
not to be' regained. By degrees he Icariied 
to cdntent himfelf with ^afe ; and he found 
that could no otherwife be purchafed than 
by a genial fubmifljon to his wife, who 
brought hini a fon and four daughters. 
This woman, w^o had no feeling but for 
herfelf ag4 her children, had made their 
fatjier^s houfe very uncomfortable to Ger- 
trude. Leonora/ the eldeft of his daugh- 
ters by his firft vvife, was married at a viry 
early age ; and as. the youngeft was alone 
-in the way of her mother-in-law, that 
good lady had promoted - her travelling 
with the daughter of Baron EbendorG 
with whom fhe accidentally became ac- 
quainted. When there was a probability 
of her marrying an Hungarian, which 
Mrs. Leicefter thought was an abfolute 
fecurity that fhc fhould never fee ^ her 

M 6 - ^gain. 
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again, {he had afTifted with her favingis m. 
fending the money for her equipment 

More unhappily for the daughters cbaa 
their ftep-mother> both thcfc fcbcnoes had, 
in a great degree^ failed* The t^u.fl)and 
of Leonora was inipovenihed and }tindoiie s 
and Gertrude naw returned^ married^ in^ 
deed, to an Hungarian, but one who could, 
under his prefent circumftances, be con- 
fidered only as one of thofe cflfiigrants with 

whom, the revolutions of the continent 
have crowded the Britifti.iflands. Such 
a difappointrtient, therefore, could not 
fail to embitter the fpirit of Mrs. Ldcef- 
ter towards Gertrude ; and the more fo, 
becaufe fhe faw that her hufband, how- 
ever compelled to ft:ifie the appearance 
of it, was unable, wholly, to conquer his 
affeftion for the children of a woman he 
had adored. 

, The poor man evidently fuffcred fc- 
yerely in the contention between his de- 
fire of peace and the natural tendernefs 
that lingered in his heart, l^he looks 

and 



THE HUNGAp^IANt. - a^^ 

and voice of Gertrude rn^ht have^cbarinf 
ed a favage of the deferc ,with: hvHnanity; 
lier fatbejT ^auld not ^^03; h^r; and.bc 
tojd, hth ; i^ot wi!t|>t)u t fame ; iyiBp^gpft ^f 
jcoafufion an4 ihamey ^t^a^. ^^PHS!^ ^^ 
could nofi: longer tlv^p », , few^d^ys,-ghrc 
us apartcneQts in hLs bpuie^ be would do 
everything he coulj^.t^ make our little 
menage comfprtahle, if we vyould rcfide 
at a (mall, bu^ not unpleaiaQt houfe of bis^ 
within three mik^ j. ^d^ be woyld. fupply 
us, from his farm, andjaffift v^sjijl better 
profpeds arofe for me. ., He bade his 
daughter conceal, as much as jwithc^ut 
falfehood (he could, the moft difqouriigu^* 
circumftances of our hiftory, and^^parjcicu- 
larly that we vycre.ne|^rly,with^oyt money, 
a want wbich> he. faiid, f^,e^)jr.ould endea- 
vour clandeftincly to fupply., 

'f o this cottage, then, we nioft readily 
repaired, though Mrs. ^eicefter ba^ donj^ 
every thing to prevent, without, abfolutely 
rcCufing to confent to^it, Qcrprude, whofq 
afFedion for her fitter .wfisfecond only to 

13 that 
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iftat whrtJh Ihte felt for me, took the two 
ihfant children of Leonora under her own 
care; I faw, efery day, new caufeto love . 
ind' to admire her» Thefe phrafes, in- 
deed, do but very faintly exprefe what ^ 
felt for her ; and we'fhoxjld, in an hum- 
ble cottage, * have tafted felicity which 
might well have bee^ the envy of palaces, 
if I could have' borne to have led a life of 
lifHefs dep^ndance, and if I had not fcen 
the content of Gertrude deftroyed by the 
conviftion tliat her father^s quiet was dif- 
turbcd by the murmurs of his wife, who 
.thought he drd too much for us, and 
teazed him with rcmonftrances and re-- 
proaches.' ;• 

' After an irttefvdl;^ therefore, of corh* 
parative trahqufllfry, which lafted only 
about a monthj'I r^folved, fince my wife 
was now in a place of fafety, and protcfted 
by'her father, toreturn, and attempt to 
make fonie irhpreffion 6n Altdotf. Ger- 
trude, however averfe to our parting, felt 
that I ought not to give up my rights 

without 
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witliout another effort to aflert them* 
, The charadlcrs of Volgeth and Alrdorf 
were fo effcntially different, that it was 
dill ppffible, not\Yithi):anding what had 
paired^ that Altdorf might be made IP 
attend to me ifl could fee him/ and th^t 
I might, ftiU, find, in the: gay libe(?tiiie, 
what the cold-hearted politician denied 
me. Gertrude would not fuffer cither her 
fears or her affe£tion to embitter to me this 
neceflary, but, as we hoped, temporary 
reparation. She gave . me a few tria- 
keis, which had been left at her pater- 
nal houfe, to raife money in cafe of emer- 
gency, I took them with extreme re- 
luftancej yet.it was better than taking 
money froni her father i and, with an. op- 
preffcd heart, (for this was ogr firft fcpiai- 
ration fincc pur marriage,) I fet out for 
London. 

I now determined to addrefs myfelf^ in 
another manner to Altdorf, by intereftipg 
fome EngUftiman of rank, who,j biding 
acquainted with my broth^er, might fpeak 

to 
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toljim Qn.imy behalf. I hoped that fuch 
.a meafure might pique his aatioiia]^ as 
<ivfll as his family pride. 
i But I found fome difficulty in obtaining 
flfdnniffion to theie gentlemen ; aod ilill 
more co rprevail on them to attend to my 
ftbry. Occupied with thfeir own purfuits 
and pleafiires^ many of them found k too 
laborious to read over a long memoir ; 
and I could nor Ihorten mine. They 
fuppofed that I had taken, in regard to 
the politics of my country and of Eu- 
rope, a part that was difpleafing to the 
government I was fubjefl: to, and mimical 
to the intcreft of my family, and that I 
•^as now paying, for fome time, as an emi- 
grant and an exile, the price of my indif- 
Crcet diffeht^ or wrong-headed interference. 
Qne of them, however, advifed me to ap- 
ply to certain men in place; but with 
them I fared Hill worfe. They received 
me when, after much delay, I was ad- 
mitted to fee them, with a degree of cold 
and fupercilious infolencc which I found 

It 
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it extremely difficult not cb refent cm tht 
ipot, Difgufted and, indeed, irritated, 
till my very moderate ftiarc of prudence ~ 
forfook me, I forced my fclf into my bro- 
ther's prcfcnc?e. His reception of mfc 

was ib unfeeling ^d unnaiural, tbat^ no 
Jonger able to commaridi inylelf, i re- 
proached hina in the bmecefttena^s, while 
the contemptuous atr he aiTumed irritated 
xne alm6ft to phrerizy, / OFir-A moment I 
loft fight of every thing but the djsfite of 
vengeance^ I recollected alt the umno-it- 
ed' injuries I had necei vied frbm tbofe who 
ought to kavt been my ^bcftickndis.i :their 
offences agathft nay father ik^eiv ipvefiont to 
me in atlits aorc^y^ anci'theie^pneffionft 
this xriuel renTeii^bran6e; naiadei^mcf littek* 
were ^t length fb fevere,,^*!^ they r^chcd 
the heart of Akdorf, enveloped as it ' w«i 
in the- apathy of luxury aijd : profperity ; 
but, far from fofteriingit: tb^Sffefiion, it 
became inflamed wii^h xefentBoeoli^ - H4j5 
fcrvanitS were c^lJed ? to tw\^ mej down 
Aairsi two of ( tbeoh foflPered for [their 

teme-- 



258 THE SOiJTARY WANDERER. 

temerity ir> daring to tpuch me, I fiercely 

badeuheir mafter prepare for another fort 
of fummons tiie Aext day ; and telling him 
I l\b longer cdnfidered :bim as any thing 
that a fooundrel, whom it was almoft. be- 
neath me to^uniflii 1 protcfted I would* 
ckpofe his brutal and unnatural condu£ti 
and throwing him a card^ on which was 
written mv name, and the nanie of the 
ftreet where I lodged, I rufhed out of 
the houfei- ' s v 

Arrived at miy lodgings^ which were 
the fame as 1 had inhabited with Gertrudcy 
I felt all the horrors of my fituation, and' 
ahatto whiffh I had brought hisr, to whorn^ 
for;inerit» iarmy opinioix, a throne would 
have been urvequaK However ill I <hdd 
before had reafc^n to think of Altdorf, I 
could not believe, till fince experience had 
fatally convinced me, that he was fo totally 
dcftitutc of all thofe feelings which ought 
to be innate in the man, or, at leaft, ac* 
quired by the gehtldntiani' If to a proud 
and irritable fpirit conimon injwies from 

thofe 
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thofe with whom he has common inter* 
.courfe, arc difficult to be borne, injuries 
of luch a nature as I had fufFercd were 
intokrable. I thought, at that moment, 
it was eafier to die than to continue in an 
cxiftence fo infulted, I brealthed' with 
difiicuhy ; my heart feemed on fire ; and 
Gertrude was not by me. tier enchant- 
ing voice no longer aflfuaged the agonies 
of my fpiric j I could not calm the throb- 
bing of my head by rcpofing it on her 
bofom, . Rcfledlion, if.fuch confufed 
thoughts as paiicd thrpugh my mind could 
be called fo» ferved only to add to my 
tortures. I ran put, and wandered wildly 
about the (Ireets, fat downt in. a coffee- 
houfe, and began a letter to AUdorf-r- 
tore it, artd refolved again to fcek him, and: 
compel him to meet me with arms. For 
this purpofe I returned to my lodging, 
took a pair of piftols I had there, and w^a 
proceeding towards the fplendid houfe in- 
habited by my brother, when I was met by 
three men, one of whom flopped me, and 

told 
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-told. me, in German, that he was the fcr- 
vant of Count Altdorf, I afked what was 
his buGnefs with me ? He fpoke to the 
two others, one of whom, coming clofe to 
me, delivered me an order from the Se- 
cretary of State, iffued under the alien 'a6Vy 
and importing that I mud remain in cuf* 
tody of the bearer till my departure from. 
England, which muft be within the-fpacc 
of four and twenty hours. 

I knew not thit fuch an afbexifted, and 
conceiving from my ignorance of the pre- 
ftnt laws of England, that in that coun^ 
pry iilch ail arrcft was procured fay the in- 
\ftuenccandartifice8^of Altdorf, I attempted 
cxpoftulation, and even refiftancej but it 
was^ very bootlefs j I was foon overpower- 
ed ; and my captors, to avoid the remarks 
of the croud, put me into a hackney- 
coach, and I was carried to the houfe of the 
meflengcr, where I was put into a fort of 
confinement, and (hould have been treated 
with more civility coiild I have better com- 
manded the expreffions of indignation 

which 
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which fuch proceedings on the part of 
pciy brother cictorced from me; 

But what were my reflexions when Iwas 
left alone ! I was to be violently torn from 
my wife-^from the only beirrg dear to me 
on earth 1 and I was tempted todafh my- 
felf to pieces from the window, whcfn I 
found that t^here would not be time to 
write to her, and r^teive her anfwer, be- 
fore I. fhould be carried to Harwich^ and 
fcnt en board a veffel for Hamburgh. Thiis 
overwhelming apprehenfion htimbled mc 
more than could any confideratioh that re- 
lated merely to myfclf. I put a force on 
myfclf, and endeavoured to prevail on the 
perfon in whole cuftody I was, to grant 
me time at leaft to fee nny wife. It was 
not, he faid, in his power to make the 
leaft alteration in the orders he aded un- 

der 5 they were peremptory, and without 

appeal. I fnatched up a pen and wrote 

to Gertrude; it was with difficulty I made 

the words legible ; and, indeed, I muft 

pafs briefly over a period of fuch acute 

and 
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ami indefcribable anguiOi as language 
would fail in reprcfenting. Though G^r- 
,trude li^d infifted on my taking all we 
hady the little fuai was already nearly ex- 
hauded. My prefent abode was expen- 
five \ I had not a guinea ; arid even if 
time allowed Gertrude to reach LondoQ 
before my departure, I was fure fhe had 
not; the pecuniary means of coming, and 
I i^oubted extremely whether her father 
would fqpply her. Eighteen hours only 
remained, and of thefe eight would be 
paflcd in fleep by thofe who furxounded 
me : ih^ were tranquil ; my defpair, my 
agonies, di(lurbcd not thefe rhen, accuf- 
tomed to fuch fcenes $ for I had two of the 
Bow^ftreet officers placed in the room 
with riie, as if I liad been a felon. They 
, flcpt, but for me to fleep was impoffible. 
I paflcd that mi ferable night in trover fing 
the room I was confined in. fometimes 
.calling franticly on Gertrude, and at others 
curfing my exiflence, and the hour that 
gave me birth. I now refolvcd that no 

force 
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force (hould compel me to leave the coun- 
try till I had fcen my wife j now doubted 
whether I ought to wifli to involve her yet 
deeper in my miferie3, and hazard her 
health, fo ^precious' to ir\Ci by fuch a part- 
ing. But if I -Could, by any meansi pro- 
traft my day rill' fhe could reach me, was 
it not pofliblcl could take her with me ? 
Yet ought I to defirc it, deftitute as I was 
of the means of fupporting her in any 
country ? In revolving fuch thoughts, 
each loaded with fenfations of the bittereft 
anguilh that can tear the human heart, 
pifled the long, long night. The Hnorn- 
ing came, and with its dawn my journey 
was to begin. By that time defpair had 
almoft exhauftcd my bodily ftrengthj and 
I thought it impoffible that I could live 
and retiin my fenfcs to the end of my 
journey. To my fufFerings, however evi- 
dent, my keepers appeared to be to- 
taly infcnfiblc : they feemed, indeed, to be 
incapable of comprehending my feelings, 

becaufe 



I 
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becaufe they had none of their own re- 
fcmbling them. At my departure no 
money was aiked of me ; but I was placed ' 
in a poft-chaifej between the mefTenger and 
a thief-taker, as if I had been^a criminah 
I was hardly fenfible, however, of any 
outward circumftance* I was going from 
Gertrude never to fee her more; and that 
idea abforbed every other, and almoft at^* 
nihilated every feeling but that of rage and 
revenge, when I thought on the inhuman 
and cowardly authors of my misfortunes/ 

I do not know in what light I was re- 
prefented at the places where my jailers 
flopped for refrelhmentj but I believe it 
was as an enemy to the Britifh govern- 
ment. The greateft care was taken to 
prevent my efcape : travelling -poft, the 
journey was foon performed. When we 
got to Harwich, the wind was high and 
contrary, and my principal .condoftor m^ 
formed me that there was no probability 

that the veflel I was to go in could put 

to 



tp fea.tUl thcfp^t day,. De|>ri;^ed tiQW oC 
qll hopie of bidding Qerci;i|de ^dleib this; 
{^m^^\m aggfav.a^ipa of iB/idpfpaip •, for 
h$d I been allowed tojp^rsitbis in^rval ia 
]«QjEidQD> there wflftiJd,, Ii thought,, havek 
hfit^ a chunceof my. b6holdfQg.hQr oncei 
inorct Noi¥^ in^ addition) cor. tha£ crud} 
deprivacioQ^ I had to dread left (he (haidd; 
updergo all the fatigue of a journey chi-^ 
ther» only to hear thar the ocean was be* 
t4v/een u^, and to be confirfn^ in heil 
^prichenfions^ of never feeing me vcmxt. ; 

The: i\ighi: paifed as the f^rn^r had 
done: fleepkfs, ^nd mod: wretched, I;, 
watched the f^rft light of that-morn«« 
ing which was to fee me feparaced 
by the fea from mylaft and deafcft hopeJ^ 
I was allQwpd to walk^ ajteAded by mjrj 
keepers^ tcmards the^ ^place^ ofr ensbiirka^ 
tion, thpugh there wa» yet no likelihood oC 
our embarking. The wind watftiU Adverfe^ 
a^d thq water fp tuiibulent th^t ift^ ftfltifig 
Tcffels remrppd tft ha?bQuo : Thi^ftfeaie<|b 
bvrapfolQggatk)|^rimfei^4: Theevfinij^g^ 
againxamepa; Lw^ no^rath^ in the 

Vol. ly. N gloom 
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gloom chaii in the rage of defpair i dnd 
the teen, ibelieving me better recdjicildd^ 
to my lot,' fuflFered me, with Obly ^ri^<^' 
of them', to ivalk about the town; This 
was a relief to me, becaufe I was unable 
to reft J and I took my way along the ^ 
turnpike-^road that leads towards Loi^ 

don* i ■ ' ' ■ i -■ * '■..:' ^ • ^'.i.' .'.^ i. 

It was almoft du(k ; I noticed not the 
carriages that pafied us^ I neither heard 
nor faw the^) but walked on, I knew not 
why, with a degree of fpeed which at 
length gave fome difquict to my keeper— - 
he fpbke to ine—- 1 heeded him not. • He 
took my arm with nhore roughnefs than I 
was difpofcd to fubmit to, when my r€- 
fentment was fufpended by hearing a 
piercing (hriekiiffuing from a poft-chaife 
which atthsii mohiei^t' Approached; Ger- 
trude threw herfelf out of ir, and was, iri ' 
a moment j in my arms, 
; You will not ixpefl a minute relation 
df fuch^a i[Deeting : it* 'made fbme impref^ 
$on ereii'on the 4ieart«of ii pdlice-olficer^ 

and he allowed u& to ^^et into the chaife 

4 • with.- 
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without his accompanying us^ on condition 
that the driver (hould proceed only a foot 
pace, and that he Ihould walk on one fide* 
In this order we arrived ^t the inn, which 
was, for theprefent, my prifon, but which 
I would not now have exchanged for a 
palace where Gertrude was not* 

As fodn as we were able to con verfe, 
my angelic girl told me that the moment 
Ihe had received the incoherent letter I 
had written from the houfe of the meflen- 

ger, the determined, at all events, to fct 
out ; and feeling how neceiTary it was to 
procure a fupply of money for me in fuch 
a fituation, flie had imploi-ed the afliftance 
of her father, who^ not without renewing 
his remarks on the exceflive imprudence 
of niy conduft, and lamenting a conne£tton 
fo unfortunate, protefted that it was not^ 
by any means, in his power to afford her, 
at that time, the fum (he had occafion for. 
" 1 had reafon, however," (aid Gertrude^ 
^^ to fuppofe that this was not fo (triAly 

N 2 ^ the 
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the cafe but that he could have done it, 
1)ad he not dreaded the oppofition df 
Mrs. Leicefter, of whom my poor father^ 
Jived in ah almoft abje£): degree of awe» 

^'I fummoned the refolutioneurconditkm 
required, and applied^ without much pre- 
face, to this mercenary woman. She iiKide 
many difficulties, and I found was not to 
be prevailed upon by liny motives of hu^ 
^nanityor compalfion. Nothing i^mainefl 
but an appKcation to her ilvarice $ tind t 
offered, on condition of heir aUowing mcto 
have this money (it was only fifty ipoimds 
I afked of her,) to^make pter, 'andengagc 
^ou to mfakt'over to herfon, my Intetieft 
in a fmall farm, which belof^ged half to mf 
fifti^r and me, and the othcJr lialf is ^t my 
father's difpofal^t his death, Mypodrfif. 
Cer bad, I found, already given up hers to 
the neceffities of her hufband. Of the lihoiety 
that remained at my father's dii^bfal, Mrs. 
Leicefter had affured herfelf. My fourth 
part, therefore, w^s all that (he now wanted 

to 
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to fecure the entire pofleOion of tli»s fmall 
property to her Ton. Circumftanced as 
I was^ it was not for me to befitate: I 
gave Mrs. Leicefter the conditional eir* 
gagement (he required, jind (he then pra« 
dgced Bfty pouhd^^ which was^ (he.de- 
clared^ all (he could at that time.com- 
niand. She knew there was no time for 
me to wait while (he obtained a fum more 
adequate to the facrifice I had agreed to 
'make, and the neceffity whk:^ had conv- 
pelled me to make it. I fct out po(t, my 

Leopold, and travelled night and day* 
Miffing you in London, I followed you 
hither j^' and now I no longer fed either 
fatigue or difappointmem, too h^ppy to 
ihare 'yout^ dcftiny, whiacfoever 'that may 
ht.'-' •'.: M- ...• •' •• . ■ • ' 

Thus fpoke this lovely, this incompara*^ 
ble woman ; and L thought myfelf, win* 
dering perfecuted exile as T was, the moft 
l>lefled of mankind i for what has life to 
give equal) to tht happinefs of poflTeffing 
the tender and faithful attachment of fuch 

N 7 acrea* 
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^ creatiire ? She bad been fix houvs wkh 
me^ and we had calked over pur future 
|>rofpe(Sisf Gertrude tryii^ to inrpire itk^ 
-with hope» and I, on my part^ ftifling 
-that juft indignation j^inft my un- 
natural brother which ^ftilhutce^aced tttf 
hearty when the keeper^* wbb : always re- 
mained in, the next ' room, came in to in^ 
form ^ me that the wind^having iuddenly 
{(hifted, tl^ floop ib which I was to em^ 
imrk ^as getting Under weigh, and that 
I fiyift immediately .go on board, I turn^ 
ed to Gertrude, and defired her to make 

^e bed ufe, for her own accommodation^ 
•of the few momenta that remained. Judge 
4>f mrh^t !l rfufFered when Janton, the m€£> „ 

feng^i^ informed me that the lady having | 
no pafTport, could not be permitted to go 
^ith mcy "bbt were it/* faid he, ** odier- 
ytiici I have here,'' and he took a paf^ir 
from h^s pdck6t, y apofitive order lo fuf- 
<fer no peribn whatever to accompany you.** 
No^-rl 0K)uld mainly attempt toxonvey 
to another an idea ofthe ftate of diftrafUon 

that 
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that I then fell into. My phrenzy ferved 6n^ 
ly to render imy poor girl^nore ^retchedi I 
triedj therefore^ to conqtier it. She fub- 
mitted with left apparent anguilh ; butl 
faw chat the blow fell lieaVily on her heirt» 
^e tefufed to take more money th'ab 
.^barely fiifficcid to cdrry her back to the in- 
^hofpitabk neighbourhbod of her father. 
^Scarce was a' moment Allowed us for fueh 
'arringenrients as we cbtild yet make in re- 
gard to her iritentibns pffbllbwing me als 
foon as the meatas and pafTport could be 
procured, I was torny inhumanly torn from 
her. I was forced VdtX> the boat*^! faw 
her iiand on the (hore when it was roWed 
a^ay ! I >^itl beheld her there when I 
entered the floop— my eyes were (lill'fix« 
ed on the fpot. The wind fervid biit'too 
well—- the <angel form difappeared in dif- 
lance! Almighty God! and I have, per« 
tops, feen her for the laft time. 

^I mlift huften to conclude a narratiirte 
^hieh, while k dears; my heart #ith agony, 
faas^ perha^si trefpafled on y.otir HComfSdi*- 

fance» 
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iance« On my arrival at Hamburgh I re* 
ceived an order nof to return to England 
under pain of the fevercft puni(hment. I 
was not even, by the magiftr^ates of Ham- 
burghj allowed to wait above fifteen dayjs 
in that town. On the lad of thofe jdajfs I 
received a letter from Gertruder.it in^ 
formed me that (he was not ill. received on 
her return^ and fhould fooq be able to feqd 
me a.fupply of mone^, and, perhaps^ to 
follow it herfelfi but that Altdorf wa,s 
himfelf abo^t to return to Yicnna^n- 
formation which I might depend upon : 
and (he intreat^d me to write to her, to 
fay where I could' with fafety receive her^ 
and be nnyielf fecure from any, of thofe in^ 
juries which Altdorf might have the power 
to attempt doing me in (jermany with ^$ 
.much fuccefs as he had done in E;riglandv 
This ktter,, and my knovy ledge ofthf 
libertine charader of Altdorf, addeil 
Another to the. tortures I^ already fv^^efed. 
I itnagined that A^dprf had hear4 pC;Fh« 
!bef^uty of my wife» and had formed de^ 

figns 
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figns agaunft her of which fhe was ali'eady 
iaware^ and dreaded kft, in comings to join 
rne^ (he (h^Id fail into his power. Im- 
prcflfed with t!hi8 idea, the anguilh of my 
heart became ftill more intolerable. Com^ 
<peUed CO leiive Hambui^h,t[^roceededto- 
wards Hahover, where I bad fome hopes df 
'finding aVEngliihman whom I had knowh 
1n^ England, and who could,! though?, 
^fflft me in obtaining "a fife [>a0age folir 
<Jcrtrude j ivhen, in paifeng on foot, 0» 
"no other conVejrartce^as within^^ttiy i*e^c*,D 
through ' thfe great VtrobUs 6f S^rihtofen, 
four itfagues'frtm this place, I Wiis ^tcdflj- 
ti by fome young rtien, appa*trit!y (bU 
diers. rieamed, after a (h6i^t'cottVe*ft^ 
tiOh^with them, that thfey had iMfen^arii. 
*ven, by various fofts of bppr^fflon and 
hardfliip, to earve their fortune ^fdfr themw 
Tel ves, With rery little regard to the^hohw 
our of their charadters. Their frtte M«s 
defpci'ate 5 mine Was not iefs fo. U f6rg6t 
every thing at that time but the dtelfre bif 
vetjgeance, and the dread of lofxng Ger- 
trude. 
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Ntrude. I aflbeiated myfelf ^ith tbcfe men, 
but not with any iniention ever to afljft 
in, or partake of> any unjuft oKans of ac^ 
quiring fubfiftence* I thought I rnight notw 
find occaQon to aveiige myfelf on Alcdorf ; 
for I learned that he was certainly coming 
from England, in confequence^of his mif- 
fion from the Imperial Court being at an 
end; and I determined, afljfted by my af- 
fociates, to ilop him, and cpmpel him to do 
me juftice* In the me;an time I wrote» to 
prevent Gertrude's beginning her journey 
while there was any probability of her fal* 
ling in the way of this cruel, vicious man : 
but fuch is the uncertainty of letters reach*, 
^ng.her, and fuch I know her courage and 
fortitude to be when her afFedion for me 
urges ner to exertion, that I have inceil 
fantly watched in the woods where J met 
you $ and, on the iight of an Englilh.or 
of a travjpl ling carriage, have flopped it, 
merely to afcertain who were within s, nor 
have my conrrrades once violated the line 
of condudt I prefcribed to them, when^ 

affo* 
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aflbclatlng myfclf with them, I fclated'to 
them my iBJut-ies and my fufferings. s : 

'Aitdorf has hitherto efcaped us^ and I 
ifOV^ doubt whether his j6urney is not dc* 
layedi My apprehenfions for the -^fafety of 
my wife; whith/ometimes amount even to 
agony that threatens to deprive oie of ifi/: 
fenfes, is, however, by no means leiTened. I 
believe chat if it long continues, I (hall be- 
come mad. In this ftace of mind it was 
that I addrcfled myfcFf, under very fufpi-' 
clous appearances, co you. The Hianher, 
at once fpirited and humane, in wKiih yoti 
anfwered ffich a falutation, infpirtd me 
with the hope that I had found an Eng- 
lifhman who poiTcfled all the honour* 
able and generous feelings of his coun* 
try, fuchas itLwas before the everts ^hich 
have aggravated national prejudices, and 
embittered even the noble and liberal 
minds of the well educated Englifh. I 
felt an alnioft immediate conviction that 
iayou I had met2L friend. 

You 
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Tou hAve now my fad biftoryWo^^y-ou: 
my faults hay<? beenigj^gai, but mjfj inisr 
fbrtUDCs furely inqre bkicer th^q even ct\ofe 
faults deferve 1 Am U Gr^ miftaK^ in tiKh 
h#pe I have formed I May 1 iiatter my t 
fick hear c wich> thab of having found in you j 
afriendt 



' \ 



Sommerfeld^ here ceaff d CO fpeak. Wc. 
procee4ed together tpHanoyer immediate* . 
]y; fro(t> whence I will wfite to you as to, 
my iii|tcpC|pQ3 pf returmag very foon to 
England* Adieu^ my dear friepd. 
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